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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

not much of a surprise regarding pattern of questions but a definite structure did evolve which was followed throughout
the entire period of the examination.
Keeping in mind the dynamic nature of the exam and also the latest trends in the online version, we are pleased to present
you with a revised edition of this popular book that aims to fully address the need of aspirants.

T he CAT has gone online and in its aftermath we have embarked on a new journey of preparation. The online CAT was

In this edition

Three mock tests on the latest online CAT pattern with solutions.

A mix of questions with four and five options (keeping in mind the unpredictable nature of the way questions are asked).
New section on phrasal verbs.

An informative write up on how to take a holistic approach to the online CAT from the perspective of the aspirant.

B B e

The book is totally in sync with the exam and to provide a one-stop solution for CAT and MBA exam aspirants.

As a student preparing for these highly competitive examinations, we would like to remind You that thorough preparation
of the English section is imperative for success in CAT.

Through this book, we are providing the reader with an invaluable resource for improving Your language section score
drastically. Contained in this book is the very best advisory for each and every question type as also for developing Your skills
in comprehending and understanding the English language. Your job is to ensure that you follow the process diligently.

KEY ISSUES IN PREPARATION

1. Sentence Comprehension is the Core Skill in English

For many CAT aspirants, especially those who do not have a convent education background, this section represents the biggest
hurdle in the CAT and indeed so, in most other management entrance exams.

At the same time, even for students who have the best education and are seemingly good at English, the experience of the
past few Years’ CAT papers shows us that being good at speaking and conversing in English might not guarantee You a top
percentile score.

The Role of Reading in Developing Your Language Solving Skills

The most commonly heard advice for career aspirants when it comes to preparing for this all important section is “Read more
and more”. So it is Your right to ask, “If I read more and more, would I get a solution to my problem in the language section
in a time frame of say, four months?”

The answer to this question is largely in the negative. The reason for the same is that for you to develop Your scores in
Verbal Ability (VA) and Reading Comprehention (RC) by just reading more and more—You require maybe a 2-3 year cycle of
preparation. Four months would be more like scratching the surface for the same.
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We are not saying for a moment that reading is not important for preparing Yourself for this section. Reading more and more
remains one of the primary activities that You would still need to do, but rather than doing it blindly it would definitely be better
for you if you did it with a clear purpose.

First of all let us try to set the objectives of reading more and more.

One of the key problems aspirants face when they take the CAT is that the language is too complex and the options for the
answer to the question asked are too close for comfort.

Your comfort with the language You read in the examination is going to depend on three broad factors. These give rise to
the possibilities of the kind of language You are going to face:

1. Short Sentences (1015 words long) versus Long Sentences (25+ words long)
2. Easy Vocabulary versus Tough Vocabulary
3. Familiar Topic versus Unfamiliar Topic

So obviously, short sentences, easy vocabulary and familiar topics would be the easiest to handle while You would have
to grapple with long sentences, tough vocabulary and unfamiliar topics.

Needless to say, when aspirants face such language they lose control over the solving of questions based on such
paragraphs and passages.

So obviously, one of Your primary objectives has to be to improve Your skill in handling the most complex language scenarios
that the above three dimensions can throw up.

What we are referring to would be clear from the example below:

Consider this paragraph from a reading comprehension section of the CAT 2008 question paper:

“Finally, while we still have some other past societies to consider before we switch our attention to the modern world, we
must already be struck by some parallels between the Maya and the past societies. As on Mangareva, the Maya environmental
and population problems led to increasing warfare and civil strife. Similarly, on Easter Island and at Chaco Canyon, the Maya
peak population numbers were followed swiftly by political and social collapse. Paralleling the eventual extension of agriculture
from Easter Island’s coastal lowlands to its uplands, and from the Mimbres floodplain to the hills, Copan’s inhabitants also
expanded from the floodplain to the more fragile hill slopes, leaving them with a larger population to feed when the agricultural
boom in the hills went bust. Like Easter Island chiefs erecting ever larger statues, eventually crowned by Pukao, and like Anasazi
elite treating themselves to necklaces of 2000 turquoise beads, Maya kings sought to outdo each other with more and more
impressive temples, covered with thicker and thicker plaster — reminiscent in turn of the extravagant conspicuous consumption
by modern American CEOs. The passivity of Eater chiefs and Maya Kings in the face of the real big threats to their societies
completes our list of disquieting parallels.”

The above paragraph contains 202 words and has 6 sentences, giving an average sentence length of 33.66 words! And this
is more of a rule than exception. An aspirant whose comfort level consists of 10-word sentences would be badly out of his depth
in such a paragraph.

So the first point we would like to make here is:

You should focus on improving your ability to comprehend longer sentences with complex vocabulary on unfamiliar topics.

Do all your reading activity with this goal in mind and You would suddenly realise that a 3-Year cycle of development would
crash into 4 months.

Remember, improved comprehension of sentences could well be the game-changer You are looking for in Your language
preparations!!!

2. CAT Questions are More about Logic Than about Language

Consider a Sample Question and its Options

The question was based on a passage in Reading Comprehension (which obviously cannot be reproduced here due to space
constraints) but we want You to just focus on reading the options well. Very often one sees that aspirants make an error in
an answer simply because they have not understood what the question is asking and what the options are saying.

So read the options carefully and try to slot them into clear-cut compartments.

The question was:

What is the thematic highlight of the passage?
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1. In the absence of strong biological linkages, reciprocal roles provide the mechanism for coordinating human behaviour.
2. In the absence of reciprocal roles, biological linkages provide the mechanism for coordinating human behaviour.

3. Human behaviour is independent of biological linkages and reciprocal roles.

4. Human behaviour depends on biological linkages and reciprocal roles.

5. Reciprocal roles determine normative human behaviour in society.

If you were to observe the options carefully You would realise that all the options are talking about the interrelationship
between three concepts viz:

A. Biological Linkages

B. Reciprocal Roles

C. Human Behaviour

With this understanding if You were to look at the options they can be rewritten as:

In the absence of strong A, B provides the mechanism to coordinate C.
In the absence of B, A provides the mechanism to coordinate C.

C is independent of A and B.

C depends on A and B

B determines C.

o B e

Once You have this kind of clarity in Your mind about what each of these options is saying all You need to do is to understand
the purpose of what the author is saying in the passage. Now if You were to read the following random extracts from the passage,
what do you conclude is the author saying?

Statements from the First Paragraph

Human Biology does nothing to structure human society.
Giving birth is certainly not sufficient to be a mother but, as adoption and fostering show, it is not even necessary!

Statements from the Second Paragraph

The fine detail of what is expected of a mother or a father or a dutiful son differs from culture to culture, but everywhere behaviour
is coordinated by the reciprocal nature of roles. Husbands and wives, parents and children, employers and employees, waiters
and customers, teachers and pupils, warlords and followers—each makes sense only in its relation to the other.

Statements from the Fourth Paragraph

The American sociologist Erving Goffman built an influential body of social analysis on elaborations of the metaphor of social
life as drama. Perhaps his most telling point was that it is only through acting out a part that we express character.

Correct Option

It is clear that the author is indeed talking about a relationship between B (reciprocal roles) and C (human behaviour). So, clearly
2 and 3 are rejected. Option 4 can be rejected on the basis of the fact that the author is saying the opposite of the dependence
of C on A. In fact he is saying that C does not depend on A. So we are in between options 1 and 5.

In order to choose the correct option from these, You need to read the options clearly and take a call.

Option 1 is talking about the “absence of strong biological linkages” in a society. Hence, all You need to do to eliminate
this option is to ask Yourself the question—“Can biological linkages ever be absent in a society?” Your mind would tell You
clearly that this cannot happen. Hence, we are only left with option 1 which indeed is the key argument that the author is taking.

Key Arguments

Obviously the point of discussing this question with you is to make a certain argument about Your preparation process for
the language section. And the key arguments one is trying to make are:
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1. Solving a language question is an exact science i.e. just as solving a Quantitative Aptitude or Data Interpretation
question. This section too always has one clear answer. The only issue is whether You have developed Your mind enough
to see it!

2. Even if You have good command over English You should not take this section lightly and do Your preparations to
actually develop Your reliability to score well always. Remember they test more of Your logical thinking ability rather than
your level of English. So knowing English is no guarantee to scoring well in this section. Focus on clearing the cobwebs
from Your mind, induce clarity in Your thought and You should be well on Your way!

3. Concluding Note

It has always been our effort to help and guide You with the best possible study material and practise questions so that You
get a simulated experience of the whole process before You take the actual exam. As the saying goes, “The will to win is not
nearly as important as the will to prepare to win. Everyone wants to win, but not everyone wants to prepare to win. Preparing
to win is where the determination that you will win, is made. Once the game or test or project is underway, it is too late to
prepare to win. The actual game, test or project is just the end of a long process of getting ready, in which the outcome was
really determined. So if you want to win, you must want to prepare to win. Once you prepare to win, winning is almost anti
climatic.”

ALL THE BEST!!
ARUN SHARMA
MEENAKSHI UPADHYAY



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

The English section, comprising Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension, is one of the most crucial components of the
Common Admission Test (CAT). Questions worth 50 marks have been appearing from this section regularly for the past five
Years. As teachers in this field for the past 11 Years, we have found it extremely difficult to recommend one single book that
would comprehensively cover the entire English portion of the CAT. This constant dilemma, coupled with the overwhelming
response that we received for How fto Prepare for Quantitative Aptitude for the CAT and How to Prepare for Data
Interpretation for the CAT, prompted us to think of preparing a book on How to Prepare for Verbal Ability and Reading
Comprehension for the CAT. Besides CAT, this book would effectively meet the requirements of exams like XAT, IIFT, IRMA,
CET, MAT, UPMCAT, and Bank PO examinations, where the English section is essentially a very vital component.

However, conceptualising and compiling a book which would provide a one-stop solution for English was not an easy task.
And the inputs that we got from our sources regarding the expectations from such a book were no less demanding. They talked
about a book which should help students:-

(a) improve their reading,

(b) give substantial inputs on how to read and retain it,

(c) teach accurate ways of interpreting the written material (Refer Part I on Reading Skill Development),

(d) have exhaustive practice of Reading Passages,

(e) have exhaustive practice for Reading Comprehension questions,

(f) have CAT questions,

(g) provide the correct approach to solve CAT questions in the limited timeframe (See section on Hllustrated CAT Passages),
(h) have solved examples of previous Year CAT Reading Comprehension questions,

(i) have difficulty-based exercises (one of the unique features of our previous books—=See the Level of Difficulty (LOD)
exercises given at various sections),

(G) provide students with a rich vocabulary—graded, if possible and suggest ways of enriching it,

(k) have sections on root words, origin of words, foreign words, prefixes, and suffixes,

() cover all vocabulary-based question types (like Antonyms, Synonyms, Odd-mans outs, and Analogies),

(m) cover question types and solving techniques for Fill in the Blanks/Cloze Tests; single and double blanks,

(n) provide a comprehensive solution to the all important question types of Paragraph Jumbles and Critical Reasoning (areas

which we have covered in an extensive manner),

(o) have a section on Sentence Correction since it puzzles everyone and

(p) cover the all important Verbal Reasoning portion (where the inputs are too enormous to write in a single line).
Efforts have been made to accommodate the all these points. Basically, the book has been prepared in such a fashion that

it would help students having varying requirements.
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Structure

The book has been divided into four parts.
1. Reading Comprehension
2. Verbal Ability
3. Verbal Reasoning
4. Mock Test Papers
Let us now briefly look at the suggested approach for each part of the book.

Part I: Reading Comprehension

While going through the first part on Reading Comprehension Your focus should be on:

(a) Improving your reading skills (ability to read, grasp and retain information)

(b) Improving Your ability to predict questions that might be framed on a passage even as You read the passage (In fact,
there is an entire chapter devoted to CAT passages which illustrate what You should perceive at each stage within the
reading of a passage)

(c) Understanding the various types of questions that are framed under Reading Comprehension and how to solve these
question types

(d) Gaining extensive practice through the Level of Difficulty (LOD) 1, LOD 2 and CAT Exercises provided

PART II: Verbal Ability

The second part of the book concentrates on three levels of the language viz., word level, sentence level and paragraph level.

The word level, apart from giving You a glimpse and practice of the various vocabulary-based question types asked in
competitive exams, also contains an exclusive section to help You develop Your vocabulary. This section has Word Lists based
on three levels of difficulty—the words segregated on the basis of the frequency of appearance of the word in the CAT
examination. To make full use of this feature in this book, You are required to work under a proper routine and go through the
Word Lists in increasing order of difficulty.

Besides we have also given a comprehensive and rare collection of roots, prefixes and suffixes as well as foreign origin words,
which is rather a unique feature of this book.

You will also get adequate question exposure and practice questions under the following question types: Fill in the blanks,
Grammatical error-based questions, Paragraph Jumbles, etc.

PART Ill: Verbal Reasoning

This section exposes You to the various questions types in verbal reasoning viz., Critical Reasoning, Syllogisms, Binary Logic
and Logical Deductions. Adequate practice sets for each of theses question types have been provided for improving Your skills.

Part IV: Mock Test Papers

This part has eight Mock Test Papers designed in the pattern of CAT questions.
Efforts have been made to make the book as student-friendly as possible. Any suggestion for improvement will be highly
acknowledged and appreciated.
ARUN SHARMA
MEeEeNAksHI UPADHYAY
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THE ONLINE CAT: FROM A VA/RC PERSPECTIVE

Welcome to the world of online CAT!
The advent of the online version of the Common Admission Test (CAT) in 2009 brought with it a whole lot of opinions and
views about

e what has changed in the examination and
e what should be the ideal preparation pattern.

Therefore, one objective in this revised edition of this widely read book is to look at the issues that an aspirant needs to
consider while preparing for the online CAT. We would like to discuss this issue in the following parts:

1. What has changed ?

A comprehensive analysis of what are the critical dimensions of the changes that have taken place in the CAT in its
online avatar. Here, a picture has been presented regarding what these changes mean for the aspirant, both in respect
of positive and negative factors, taking into account the following:

(a) Changes in the test-taking experience

(b) Changes in the exam pattern.

2. What does all this mean for the Preparation Process? How has it changed and how has it remained constant?
While doing so 1 have taken the help of a varied experiential sample of test-takers across India and also my own
personal experience of taking (and may I add dominating) the CAT. Given below are some of the implications of the
online version of the CAT in the context of the Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension section (which this book
is all about)

I. WHAT HAS CHANGED

The ‘Experience’ of Taking the Test
1. Cleaner and More Efficient

Compared to the paper-and-pen based CAT, the online version is much cleaner as regards the clarity of questions, their visibility,
and the overall feel of the question-solving experience. Consequently, the efficiency (of the thought processes) is much higher,
leading to a much superior test-solving experience.

2. Space Management on the Table

In the paper-and-pen version, the aspirants had to typically manage the test paper, admit card, watch, pencils (at least 2), eraser,
sharpener along with the answer sheet on the table. To add to their woes, the paper-and-pen versions of the exam were mostly
conducted in schools. Very often the aspirants had to contend with the additional challenge of managing all this paraphernalia
on a school boy’s small table. In addition, if luck did not run Your way and you were made to sit in a classroom meant for juniors
(between classes 3 to 6), You really had a challenge.
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Most of these problems have disappeared in the new version. The fact that computer terminals in most colleges and
universities are of standard shape and size eliminates the imbalance created due to non-uniformity of examination equipment.
Besides, while writing the online version of the CAT, all You need to manage on the table are the mouse, the key board, a pencil
and a sheet of paper for rough work; no watches, erasers, sharpeners test paper and answer sheet are there to bother You. No
turning of pages in the Reading Comprehension section for the passages and the questions. What a relief!!!!

3. Moving Questions in the Test

Unlike the paper-and-pen version where test-takers could scan the whole question paper in one look, in the online CAT, aspirants
have to move one question at a time. This have both its advantages and disadvantages in terms of the overall test experience.
The obvious disadvantage that most aspirants face is the fact that since You could not really see the whole paper in one look,
You could not make a judgment about the balance, the difficulty level or the topic-wise question distribution in the paper.
Although we are referring to the Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension (VA/RC) section here, this is also true for all the
sections in the exam.

Ironically, the biggest advantage for the examinee in terms of the online CAT is exactly the same i.e. since You could not
see the entire paper at one go, the only option while taking the test is to look at the questions one by one. The option of clicking
and going to the next question and thus seeing all of them is there but it would mean an unnecessary waste of time. This is
a huge advantage because of three main reasons mentioned below:

e Higher Focus while Solving an Individual Question: As the aspirant does not know the exact number of
questions from various areas and cannot estimate the difficulty level of the paper, he/she is left with no choice but to
focus on one question (visible on the screen) at a time. The result is that the aspirant easily achieves the all-important
‘tunnel vision® while solving a question. Consequently, the aspirant is able to zero in on the problem at hand with clarity
and concentration in the online test than conventional paper-and-pen based exam.

When the aspirant solves a question on computer screen, the experience of the previous question tends to get erased
from his mind. This helps him to put his entire attention to solving the present question. This is not the case in the paper-
and-pencil based test where the aspirant tends to carry the negative experience of a badly-solved question to the next
question.

Thus, the specific advantage of the online version of test is that “forgetting” a bad experience is relatively easy. The
moment an aspirant navigates from one question to the other, he forgets the previous question so much so that
remembering a question that was just two questions back is close to impossible. Hence, negative emotions from a
previous bad experience do not linger on.

e The Need for Faster Navigation (Less Time Wasted on Unsolvable Questions): Since the examinees do not
see the full question paper right at the beginning, they move to the next question quickly. This results in students seeing
a higher percentage of questions in the online test than in the paper-and-pencil based exam.

Author’s Note—One of the problems we have noticed in the paper-and-pencil based exam is that most examinees are
not able to “see” the entire paper. i.e. the fraction of the English section that they were able to process was a fraction
of the entire test paper. As a result they used to miss out on a large number of questions which they should have attempted
as they wasted their time in question types/ Reading Comprehension (RC) passages that they should not have
attempted!

Part of this time mismanagement also occurred due to the fact that they did not have the clock ticking on the screen
in front of them. Therefore, there was a tendency of losing track of how much time they had spent in attempting to solve
a question. A good percentage of the time the aspirants used to spend in the English section (and especially the reading
comprehension) was spent in trying to solve a question/passage where they eventually had a low accuracy rate.

All this has changed for better in the online version of the examination. There is a greater imperative to move to
the next question due to the twin facts that you do not see the entire paper as you move from one question to the other,
and that the ticking clock is present on the screen in front of your eyes all the time . As a result you are aware of the
exact amount of time you spend on a particular question/passage. The net result is that test-takers move faster from
one question to the next and the faster navigation directly converts into a higher percentage of the total attemptable
questions being attempted than in the paper-and-pen version of the examination. Thus time management improves
drastically for the examinee.

(Contd...)
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(Contd...)

We believe this is one of the main reasons why a lot of students who were trying to compare the two versions of the
CAT said that the online version was easier. Since the amount of time spent in questions which they were eventually
not able to solve, reduced drastically, they got a feeling that they were solving questions all the time as opposed to
the paper-and-pencil version where aspirants used to have an overall negative experience of the test (as they would
end up spending a lot of time in attempting “unsolvable” questions).

o Advantage for Reading Comprehension: In the online examination, the passages are relatively smaller than
passages of previous Years and only three questions are given per passage. Online test gives much superior solving
experience to the aspirants because questions are visible together with the passage. In the pen-and-paper based
examination, the Reading Comprehension involved a lot of turning of pages to see the questions. Also the number of
questions per passage has been reduced to three, which is a significant change. But it also demands accuracy on part
of the student as the number of questions has also been reduced.

4. Mark/Unmark Button and the Review Button

A very important feature in the online version is the introduction of the review button. In the paper-and- pencil version, it was
extremely difficult to track the number of your attempts and especially so in the context of questions that You were unsure about
and/or questions which You wanted to come back to. There was simply no way in which You could keep a track of those and
as a result there was effectively “no second chance” at a question.

This too changed in the online CAT. For every question, apart from the facility to answer it, You also had a MARK button,
which would give You easy access to the question at the end of the paper. When You have completed the paper (reached the
last question in the paper), You also got access to a review screen that in one visual showed You all the questions You have
solved as well as all the questions You have marked with the MARK button. So going back to a specific question in the paper
was just the click of the mouse away.

5. Highlighting

One apprehension aspirants have with respect to solving Reading Comprehension on the computer is due to the habit of
underlining various parts/sentence of the passage while reading. The online software used in CAT has a highlighting option
which allows this to happen. Not only is that, highlighting a much better way of relocating information in the passage than
underlining.

To sum up, the net effect of the online CAT was a superior test-taking experience—something that gives You a chance to
be more in control of Your test—and thus aim for a higher score assuming that the same set of questions would have been
asked in the paper-and-pencil version.

Il. WHAT HAS CHANGED IN TERMS OF THE EXAM PATTERN?

Having seen the specific changes that have occurred in terms of the test-taking experience, let us now examine another crucial
aspect.

Changes in Exam Pattern: Obviously for the purpose of this book, the analysis will pertain to the Verbal Ability and Reading
Comprehension portion only. In order to read a similar analysis with respect to the other sections namely, Quantitative Aptitude
and Data Interpretation, You can refer to my books on those subjects (also published by Tata McGraw Hill). The major changes
in the pattern of the Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension paper can be summarised through the following points:

More balanced portion coverage
Reduction in number of questions
Uniform pattern in all papers
Higher percentage cutoffs
Higher penalty for mistakes

ol el ol

1. More Balanced Portion Coverage

As per the scheme followed in this book, the English portion can be divided into 6 major parts.
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The underlying constant that used to exist in the paper-and-pencil version (through the entire decade prior to the first online
CAT) was the prominence of Reading Comprehension and presence of, may be, 2-3 VA question types like para jumbles,
sentence correction, last sentence of paragraph ,critical reasoning, correct usage, etc.

In each of the years from 1999 to 2008, the English section required You to get a net score of approximately 30-40% of the

total marks in order to score a high 90 percentile in this section.

The table below shows the break-up in terms of % weightage given to the question types in 2009 CAT:

Block

Weightage (as a % of total marks)

Reading Comprehension

Para Jumbles

Last Sentence of Paragraph
Fill in the Blanks

Sentence Correction

Correct Usage [Phrasal Verbs]

45%
15-25%
15-25%

15%

5%
10-15%

The following table shows a number of question-wise break-up in the different areas:

Block

Number of Questions

Reading Comprehension

Para Jumbles

Last Sentence of Paragraph
Fill in the Blanks

Sentence Correction

Correct Usage [Phrasal Verbs]

9
2-5
2-5

3

1
2-3

2. Reduction in Number of Questions

The second major change in the English section is the reduction of questions to 20—from 55 questions in the late nineties to
50 between 2000 and 2003, to 30 and then 25 in the last Years of the paper-and-pencil version. The number of questions has
further gone down to 20 in the online version. Naturally, this reduced the amount of choice the aspirant had for leaving out

a question.

For instance in CAT 2003 out of 50 questions, You needed to solve 15 to get to the cut off. This meant that at 100% accuracy,
You could afford to leave 35 questions. This scenario has now changed drastically as is evident from the table below.

Year Number of questions Number of Cut off at (approx Number of Questions You Number of Questions You

in QA Marks Number of Marks) Could Leave @ 100% Could Leave @ 90%
Accuracy Accuracy

CAT 1999 55 55 16-18 37+ 32+

CAT 50 50 12-14 36+ 32+

2000-04

CAT 2005 30 50 12-14 20+ 16+

CAT 200608 25 100 28-32 17-18 14+

Online CAT 20 80 40-48 8+ 5+

e As You can see, there is very little elbowroom available now in the online version to leave out questions and expect a

good percentile score.

e The expectation in the future is that students taking the CAT would have to really use their English skills and attempt
as many questions as possible in order to get a top percentile in the test.

3. Uniformity

The third major factor in terms of paper pattern was the uniformity of the test paper. The English section on all days was more
or less of the same level, although there are reports of questions being more difficult in the later days of the examination but
that is more a question of perception of the level and is open to debate.
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An issue that is being discussed widely on the internet is fairness. A lot of voices rose against the CAT committee and the
online version of the exam questioning the fairness of the testing process.

The Key Criticism

In the context of multiple papers with varying difficulty levels, how would the 1IMs judge fairly between students who solved
a high percentage of the questions in an easy test versus students who were able to solve a lower number of questions in a
more difficult paper? The answer to this is really simple. Since the population size of each paper was significantly large, the
IIMs could easily define individual percentiles in each test and ensure fairness to all.

The key point to be noted here is that there are infinite statistical ways through which processes like this can be made fair
to everyone. As a future CAT aspirant, however, what You need to worry about is preparing diligently and facing the exam with
a positive attitude. Control what You can and do not worry about things that are outside Your control.

4. Higher Percentage Cutoffs

In the online version, aspirants wasted less time in questions which they thought were unsolvable and moved on to those they
could solve. The result — most students were able to raise their scores in this section significantly.
Consequently sectional cut offs which used to be in the range of 30% of the net marks rose to around 40 — 45% of the marks.

5. Higher Penalty for Mistakes

In the online version, the number of errors have been penalised heavily with higher penalty for more errors progressively.

Il. WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN FOR THE PREPARATION PROCESS? HOW HAS IT
CHANGED AND HOW HAS IT REMAINED CONSTANT?

Let us look at this aspect in two broad parts:

1. What are the changes that need to happen in the preparation processes for the online CAT vis-a-vis the preparation
process for the traditional paper-and-pencil version?
2. What are the things and issues that remain constant in the preparation process?

Changes in Preparation Process

For the first question, the specific things come to my mind.

1. More Balanced Portion Coverage Needed

As explained above, in the paper-and-pencil version, the best approach for English preparation was to do 2-3 question types
well knowing that the rest would take care of itself. In fact, the elbowroom was so much that You could crack the entire language
section without touching RC.

However, in the new online version, since the weightage of distribution of questions is much more even, this approach is
no longer going to work. Also, since the elbowroom has reduced drastically, You need to be much more thorough with your
preparations of each question type.

Hence, the need to cover all aspects of the portion well and not ignore any particular portion is perhaps the first and the
biggest change that needs to be done in the preparation process.

2. Need to cover the basics well, namely, speedily solving LOD 1 questions and the ability to
think through LOD 2 and LOD 3 questions

In the early years (1980s and upto the late 1990s), the CAT used to be essentially a speed test (including the English section).
There were times when the paper used to consist of upto 225+ questions to be solved in 120 minutes. Questions used to be
one-liners and could be solved easily. The key differentiation used to be the speed at which the aspirants could solve questions.
However, from late 1990s onwards, the English section of the CAT had become a real test of English language intelligence.
Questions ceased to be easy unless You had a very high degree of understanding and intelligence.
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The online CAT in its first Year tended to be a mix of both these extremes. Papers consisted of between 4-6 LOD 1 topped
up by LOD 2 and LOD 3 questions. So while most aspirants found 4-6 very easy questions in each paper, they also had to
really use their English ability to cross 10-12 correct attempts. In the future, as the IIMs improve the quality of the database
of questions, one can expect the quality of the questions to improve drastically and hence the LOD 2 and LOD 3 questions
contained in this book would be an extremely important resource to solve for maximizing Your score in this section in the exam.

For the future CAT aspirant and the readers of our books the advice is short and simple. Cover both the flanks—solve the
easier LOD 1 questions and improve Your English language intelligence to cover the higher end questions of LOD 2 and LOD
3 level.

3. The Need to take Computer Based Tests in Order to be Able to Think on the Computer

Thinking and solving questions from the computer screen is a slightly different experience than solving from a physical book.
Thus students and aspirants are advised to experience this change by going for online solving experience. It is in this context
that we have tied up with www.mindworkzz.in to give our readers a feel of the online problem solving experience. However,
in spite of these seemingly big external changes, my personal opinion is that the changes are mostly external in nature.

Issues that Remain Constant

The essence of preparation of the English section remains the same in a lot many fundamental ways. Some of these that come
readily to mind are:

1. The Need to Develop Mental Structures for the CAT

English preparation has always been associated with the development of the language and analytical thinking processes and
thought structures for specific situations. The smart CAT aspirant is able to create the analytical thoughts in his mind to
situations that he would encounter in the exam.

The whole battle for English preparation in the CAT essentially has been the battle to develop the ability to process
information at varying levels of the language—and analyse it. Remember, this exam (and all other good aptitude exams) test
You for Your ability to apply logic in real life situations. Thus, the imperative remains to be able to recognize and comprehend
various writing patterns, structures and styles.

Besides, the need to create exposure to diverse reading so as to be able to analyse a passage/paragraph/sentence in a
superior manner than an average test-taker remains as strong as ever. Hence, the imperative to form “thought algorithms”
for standard and diverse forms of writing in the English language and also a thought process for the techniques associated
with each question type remains as strong as ever.

2. The Need for Thoroughness in your Preparation

This is again something that does not change.

To sum up, the CAT still remains a test of Your intelligence and analytical skills and an aspirant should focus on this aspect.
This book provides plenty of practice and exposure to various chapters and aspects of the examination pattern that will
eventually hone Your skills in this aspect.
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Hiklichtn,

Numerous examples have been
provided throughout the chapters
for a better understanding of the
concepts discussed in the book. The
icon @ stands for the relevant
example while 19 provides the

explanatory answer for that.
.
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Hinw 0 Prepare for Verbal Ability and Reading Compreension for he CAT

unirspiring leadess but we would dis well 1o consider
past American presidents
Topee - Gordon Brown Pre-Election Budget
Main Jder - Gordon Brown's second pre-clection
budget, like his first, avoided traditional tax hribes 1o
the electorate a5 o whole,
Tapis + Mr. Wollfowiiz's Selection = World Bank
chief
Musn fedea - Ite lender nesds 1o keow abaut develop-
ment, be able o articulate o workable vision and be
i good manager
Topic - Migerin's changing face
Main Idea : A new cconomic team, led by the finance
minister, o formes World Bank Director called Ngozi
Okanjo-lweala, has made strenuous efforts 10 mpose
discipline
Topre - A urprise cut in ol supplics
Miin Ides : Price collapse as the nucthern-hemisphere
winter (when demand peaks) gives way to warmer
spring {when oif use declines),
Tapie : Deer Ob! Dear
Main Iea : Farmere increasingly sow grain and raps
soed i suwtumn sather than spring, because crops
grow more vigarously in spring and sa produce bet-
ter yiehls, That provides fodder for deer in winter,
Tipic - A new use for the puisan pill
Main Jdes - It exists to stop shareholders enjoying
their full ownership right by threatening, i trigpered.
to dilute the value of those shares m certain circum-
slances, by o firm's board,
Topic : Computer security
Main Jdea : This virus, called My Daom, seems 1o be
of a different nature—eongpritorial and political
That s because ils main leature. besides humiliating
Microgaft, is to turn infected machines into weapons
against & controversial company called 8CO,

Mow wee will graduste frorm Understanding Paragraphs
1o Understanding Passnges

s

-

=

b

Dimension Two (C): ldentifying Central Points
A passage is a series of pamagraphs connected 1o each other
throagh a logical idea flow. Ench passgraph has fie own
main jdea,
paragraphs are connected to each other, one idea stands oul
@ i1 s surrounded and supperted by all the ideas of the
passage. Pesides, it will alga be supporied by the details

Hawever, when the ideas of each of the

hroaghout the passage, Such an idea, then, iz called the
central idea or the central point of the passage.

The Gream of the Fince

o usefd questions that need fo be answered in
order to determine the cantral paint of the passage are:
“Whal is fhe idea that fhe autbar is consistenlly referring
ta throughout the passage™

“With what point are @l the ideas in the passage
connactad 167"

“What cantral Idea |s supported by all the supporting
details in the enlire passage?"

The answer to one ar more of these questions will help
you to identify the central paint of the passage.

Being ahle to identify the central point & a eritical skill
in the development of RO skills. The student should
concenirate on honing this skill through hlather reading
anercise. We have demonstrated this ekill as applied 1o
wctonl CAT poseages in the detailed sobved CAT passages at
the end of this chapter.

Dimension Three: Ability to Predict and
Identify Supporting Details

Suppanting details are generally in the form of illastrtians,
reasans, fctual evidences, examples, cie. that explain a
main idea.

Since supperting detsils are always supportive af the
miain ides, developing the skill 1o predict, an oncoming
supporting detail, or to fdentify the supparting detall when
you s o 3 closely related 10 the ability to identify main
idens—samething we saw in detail in the previons Dimen-
ion,

Let us look clogely &t some of the ways of putting in
supporting details.

1. Supporting Details as Examples  Read the fallow-
ing extract, where the supporting details appear as ex-
amples,

—,

t Some dectsions will be falrly obvious—"no-brainers.”
“Your bank account i Low, but you have 2 twa week vaca-
tion coming up and you want o get Bway to some place
warm te relax with your famity, Will you accept your in-
laws” offer to free use of their Florida beachfront condo?
Sure, You like your employer and feel ready to move for:
ward in your carese. Will you step in for yous boss for three
weeks while she attends a professional development
course? Of caurse!

~

A

hige, but somehow plausible, later gains. Higerians,
especially , are renawned for elaborate and persussive
tales: “my uncle the president, died leaving me a millian
o smuggle to your country; Lat me use your bank account
ta hide the cash and you will get a slice; oh, and pay me
a few thousand dollars in advance for handling fees”.

sl
Q’ The sapic and the main ides are visibie in the second
sepdence of the secand paragraph. The lopio s ‘advance fee
frauds in Africs’ and the main idea is—what is done i fase
frauds.

o

“Our everyday life s much stranger than we imagine,
and rests on fragile foundation.” This is the intriguing first
sentence of a very unusual new book about Economics, and
much else besides: “The company of Strangers”, by Faul
Seabright, a professar of Economics at the University of
Teulsuse . Why 18 everyday life so strange? Because, ex-
plains Mr Seabright, it is 50 much at edds with what would
have seemed, s recently as 10000 years ago, our evalu-
Honary dastiny, It was anfy then that "ona of tha most
aggressive and elusive bandit species in the sntive animal
kingdom* decided to settle down. In no more than the
blink of an eye, in evolutionary time, thess suspicius and
untristing creatures, these “shy, murderous apes”, deved-
oped co-operative networks of staggering scape and
complexity—networks that rely on trust among strangers.
‘When yau come to think abaut it, it was an extraordinarily
Smprobable outcome.
i

The topic ia the 'uriikely evalution of the human speces’
ard the idea canveynd is thal the human species has moved
‘from heirg an aggressiva and elusive handit specles 1o 8 species
which has developed cooperafive networks of staggering scope
and complexily, something that sesmed highly unlikaly in e
contex! of whal was cur evalulicnary desting'

The Seven Dimeresion Approach o Better Rending Skits 1,17

sample and question the participants. For identical twing
are natwral clones: the odd mutation aside, they share
100% of their genes, That means stucying them can cast
light on the relative importance of genetics and environ-
ments in shaping particular human characteristics.™

\t;)/ The topic is ‘idensical twina' and the main idea a3 exprassad
in the second las! and last sentences af the second paragraph is
thet ‘shudying identical twina can halp us understand betiar, the
refalive impertance of genwlics and emdranment in shaping
particular human characteristics.’

“Tha twin rue of pethology slates that any heritable
diseasa will ba mora concordant {that is, mom likely to ba
Jeinlly pressnt or abaent) in identical twins than ran-dentical
twins—and in turn. will ba mors concordant i non-dentical
twing than in non-sibings. Early work, for example, showed
that the statistical corralation of skin male counts betwean
idenlical twins was 0.4, while non-idenlical twins had a cor-
relation of only 0.2 (A score of 1.0 Implies parfect corralation,
whie a score of zero implies no carrelation). This result
suggests that moles are hedtable, bul @ also imples that
thers is an fa the of
muies, oiherwiae, the corelation in identical twins wauld b
close fo 1.0,

i
\\Q Thu apic is ‘the twin rule af pathology’ and i main idea
about tis ‘the relath ¢ d b
iderical twins, non identical bwins and non siblings. The idea
santence hare ks the fint semence of the selection. (In fis casa,
the fapic i alsa i the same sentonce |

The Cream of the Piece

1. The ides sentence |8 usualy supporied by al the

e “In the first weekend of every August, the town of
Twinshurg, Ohic, holds a parade, Decorated floats, cars
and torries roll slowly past neat, white houses and clipped
Lawns, while thousands of onlockers clap and wave flags in
sunshine. The scene is a8 perfect bttle slice of America.
There & though, something rather strange. about the par
ticipants: they all seerm o came in pairs. Identical twing of
all colours, shapes, ages, and sizes are assembling for the
warld's largest annual gathering of their kind,

The Twinstarg maeting is of interest to more pecple
than just the twing themselves. Every year, the festival
attracts dozens of sclentists who came ta prod, swab,

in tha remaining par of the paragraph
Hence, @ ussful way to check If you have gat the
iaa sentance and hence, tha main dea comectly =
by asking yoursall (he gueslion—Ts lwe senlance
you have Identifiad a5 the kea sentence supparted
by ail the ciher maletial in the paragraph™

Ba caraful nat to salect @ topic that & foo broad or
oo nEmow.

[

3. The idea senience can pocur at either the star or
the mixddie or the and of the paragragh. Paragraphs
could ba written in any of the following structures

A, Idea Sentence st the starl of the paragraph
{within the first two sentences). This is the
mast commoenly used structure in writing. In

~

topics discussed.

These are important pieces of
advice/information regarding the




These are Section-end difficulty-based 5
exercises graded as Level of Difficulty ]
(LOD)-L, (LOD)-IL, (LOD)-IIl—a unique .

feature on language-based books for com-

LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY—I

etitive examinations.

THE SEVEN DIMENSION 2

APPROACH TO BETTER
READING SKILLS

INTRODUCTION

“The reading skills that you nieed to develop to impeave your
reading ability can be cateperised inla seven dimensiocs,
which are divided ilo Basic and Advanced reading skills:

Dimansian 1: Understanding Vocabulary iy Sontext
Dmension2!  ientfying and Understanding ideas

Disertakon 2 (81 |dansfyinig Impiad Man [dans
Demension 3 Idenifying Suppertng Detals

Basic Demensions

Oimensiond (4] Undersianding the Use of Tramifons:
Dirmeemicn 4(B]:  Idnn Croaniztion s,

Dimension b derdfng Facts, Opirons and
nlsrancae.

ik (81 Facksand Cginiens
Dimersion5(E)'  Informncas
Dimansion: - idenating Purpase and Tane

Dimimnsion T Recognising Argumente and their
Cammen Slruchrus.

Advanced Dimansions

Fig, 21 Saven Dimansions of Reading Skits

BASIC DIMENSIONS OF READING SKILLS

Dimension One: Developing the Ability of

Understanding Vocabulary in Context

As mentioned above, any piece of wikling is u sequence of

wards, sensences and paragraphs, The ward is the most

basic building Bluck of any piece of writin
During the grocess of remding, we ollen come across

sltuations where we are unsware of the meaning of

particular words, The prosence of anfamiliar words in a
plece of writing might lesd v one of twe Types of simations

{#) The meaning of the word totally breaks the campre-
hensian of te sentener, leading to uncenainty in the
Imterpretation of the passape,

Consider the following example:

‘; iy And the courtser sald = May | genuflect?
{1} Since, Ecuadar’s presidents are lmited to ooe
terrn, MeGutierrez might aise back his former
bess. If sa, things really could get [aco,

L

Q’ In each of S above serlences, the ilalicised words make
the redder kg comprehensicn with what the authar is irying o
pet acreas. Unlass you happen to keow the exact meaning af the
word, you wil be at 8 loes b understand the aulhor's message
The best you can do is % ereats aternathaes in your mind with
respect to whal e particular word could mean.

W) The mesning of the word can be undersioad {or
pheced togethers baged o the comext in which it i
uged,

IT you were ssked to define the words  fexfiman;
eharismaric or clanmive, you might face gome diseomnfon,
Flawever, if you saw thess words i sentences, the chances
are that you would come up with fhirly accurate meanings
of the same words.

Cansider the following examples, See whether you can
defing the words in italics in the following theee semencis:

Jutkge Jahn Hass impesed o publicatian ban on the
testimany of Philip Sartre, farmer head of Amans and
Mather, an sdvertising agency, as he i ta stand triel on
frauid charges.

Y

TEST |
Fassage 1

One of the most successlul commmercial prodocts ever
lasnched s eaid 16 have come about e wesuli af
mistake, I 1856, Jacob's Pharmacy inAtlania, Georgia, was
selling a merve tomic known as 'French Wine Cola—|deal
Merve Tonic'. By accidentally adding feezy water instesd of
sl waer to the recipe, a pharmacist called Jobn 5. Pemberton
Tvented what has oy beconse the most popalar zoft drink
in the warld: Coca-Cola, Alomg with its closest rival—Pepsi—
which appeared an the marked three years later, Coke has
enjayed phenomenal success worldwide, particularly in the
past fifly years. Tncleed, old Cake botibes and “limited edition”
cang can olten fetch considernble sums from colbectons, and
there e even stores which deak exclugively in Coke products
il memaorahilia.

What could pessibly sccount far the amazing success af
Caca-Cola” How has this combmation of carsbonated water,
augar, acid aisd Mavourings comi W symbodise the Amerdcan
way of life for moet of the world? Afier all. even the
manufacturers could bardly describe Coke a5 a healthy
prodduct since it contains relatively high amuunts of sugar
{admitiedly not the case with Diet Coke which contains
artificial sweeteners instead of sugar) and phosphotic acid,
hoth of which are known 1o damage teeth.

©me explanation may he found in the name. The original
recipe inchuded o flavearing from the coca plant and probably
included small amounts of cocame (an addictive substance),
bt simee the early pan of this centary, all fraces of cocaine
have been removed. However, Coke like all cola drinks) also
incluides a Mavouring fiom the cola tree; cola extriet containg
«caffeine, which is a stimulant. and the Coca-Cala company
adds extra caffeine for good measure. While caffeine is not
thought 1o be an addictive substance in itsell, there is
considerable evidencs that over & period of time, the
consumption of calleine has 1o be increased in order for its

stimulating effect to be mamtaimed, and so sales of Coke
perbape benefin as o reeuls,

A mare |ikely resson for the snduring popularity of Coke
iy, however, he found in the company's envishle markeiing
stralegics. Dhver the years, it has come up with same of the
miost memorshle commercials, lunes, slogans and spansur-
shiip in the world of advertissng. variously cenphasizing inter-
national harmony, youthfulness and a carefres lifesiyle, Few
other campanics {arguably incloding Pepeil have been able
1o maasch smich marketing ploys so consistently or effectively,
Assuggested earlier, the influences of American culture are
evadint just about everywhere, and Coca-Cola has somchow
comme to represent a vision of the Unied Ssntes that much of
the Test of the world dresms about und sspires to, Perhaps
drinking Coke brings peaple that little bit closer ta the dream,

I, According to the paragraph, ‘cans can aften fetch

cansiderahle sums” means the same as-

1) Coke s quite expensive in sonse parts of the workd
Coke.

(b colbestors consider carefully how msuch they are
paying for & can of Coke,

te) old coke cang have & lot af value,

iy somne colbectors will anly drnk Coke It exclugive
slores

(¢} cartain Coke cins are warth a ot of money a8
colleetabile items.

1ot

Aceanding G the paragraph, the suthos ases *for good

meagire” o emphagize the face chat.

{a} there is & lot of caffeine in Coke,

ibh the ameamt of eaffeine in Coke is carefully mea-
sured.

1€} the extva caffaine improves the wete of Coke.

fdy the entra caffeine balances the amount fourd

matirally in the cola extroct

the extrn eaffeine is bealthy for the drinkers of

Coke. j

=
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T < Tyt : 1
Vocabulary Drill, graded WORD LIST I—HIGH
CCOI’d]ﬂg to their appearance in Q L =
CAT.
e In this chapeer, we will discuss words that are Fequently 14. abscond ta o avay suddenly o avoid
asked in CAT examinativns, The trestment has heen done arrest)
i such # manner thit the meaning & given Oest, followed 15 abstruse difficuit fo camprehend; ahicure
by the synoym (hoted by the letter 8.1 and antosym (noted 16 abysmal extremely bad
Ty thie letter ) 17. abyss @ hostamiers git, anything taw
= = dleeqs It meaure
il L 5! Chasim
A: Sumts, Efevation
1H. accede agree ta
1. abandon ta give up 5 Asrent, Cancur
8 Desert, Forsake, Leave A* Refirse, Disvent
A: Retiin mrestvained activiy, 19, acelaimed weloomod with shouts i ap-
Exuberance proval
2 abase for heuniitarte 20 accolade prarise; approval
8: Seoen, Belintle, Degrade 31 astowt F A ——
A Exaly, Cherish 5 Gireet
3. ahate to fesen: fo subside A Shum, Avald
4. abbreviats to sharsn 31 aecradit to approve, st
8- Abridge, Condernse 2F. gl
Ar Expand, Prolong 24, acquaint o infiarm, fo muatke famitinr
5. ablliwin 15 gl i il 25 aequit to chenr far pervon) of o chorge
8: Resign, Reniince 6. aenid sl g in speech)
2 Antay, p 37 acrimony N S e
. abdication giving up conirmd, autherity o mouner
T ahanen ""’-“‘:f Ay o 8. acronym ward formed from the fnitial fet-
A f'“'"‘” P ; ters of o group of weeds,
al o sl (nowmally a crime,
R s 2% acumen Keenmess of mind. biright
& Compire, Contiive %
i adage An ald saving, Praverh
A Disswade, Derer
31. adamant inflexible
% abhor to hate; fo detest
12 addle to become rotten; fo become
10 abide e foinhyfidl; o emiire B
11 abjure pramise or swear ta give up > Bl
12 ablution washing s aiducy to offer ar cxample, reaan or
11 abridgement « akhort sy priaf
5 Ourling,  Abbreviation. Sum- 14, adjudicate to setile uaicially
mary, Abstract ES. adjure. ta ey appeal ;
Py meini— 36, admonish i warn, reprove mildly

ILLUSTRATED CAT 4
y PASSAGES (SOLVED)

The following leven passages are a repraduction of the
Reading Comprehension (RC} section of the CAT paper,
The first thres paseages are from CAT 2006 paper &
ihe bster ¢iphi passages are fram CAT 2003 paper, The choboe
af papers from theee two years is due 1w the following
reasans:
* Lipto 2045, CAT paper hod 4-option questions, CAT
2003 paper would give you o feel of these questions
« CAT 2006 passages hove S-option questions which is
T current trend. CAT 2006 paper would give you the
proctice needed o sobve CAT RO questions according
1 the lntest pattern.

CAT 2006 has heen given preference over the kater CAT
papers becauge of the et that Reasding Comprehersion i
CAT 2006 is suppased 10 be the taghest in the hisioey of
CAT. Detailed solutions have been provided for each of the
eleven passages (inchuding the ideal process of reading the
passages, as also the reasen for the elimination of cach of
the incorrect aptinns. ) First iry to solve these and then Ioak
at the detailed ihought processes involved for each
passage.

However, since such a detniled analysis {ihe best way 1o
vead o possage) is rurely available anywhere, we would
Ik the resder to fiear solve cach passage an his awn, by
reading it in g normeal reading syle. Onee you have read
and sulved the passage complutely, rervad the passagpe—
which is reproduced for yoar benedie, will detailed comments
by the authors—understanding each of the paints
campletely, Then try adopling this approach in your awn

a newspaner article, @ jourmal, a magazine, a fictivnal ar nan
fictional book). As an sdditional exercise, you might also
winl 10 see whal emors of comprehension occurred in
ease you had wiong answess

CAT 2006

Paseage |

Direetions for Questions 1 to 5: Tie passage given helow
s fllawed by o ser of five questions. Chaose the st
apragEiae answer fe each questian.

Fifteen years after communism was affcially pronoumeed
dead. s spectre.deems bnce again to be baunting Europe. Lase
month, the Cauncl of Exmpes padiamentary asembly vored to
condetnn the “crimes of tonalitarian commanis regimses,” lnkdng
thens with Nazism snd complaining that communist parties are
still "legal and active in same countsies.” Now Goran Lindblad,
the consevative Swedish MP behind
fusthier, Dot

esalistion, wans 1o go
peai Ministess launch 3 co

wide anti-communist campaiga—inchiding school eexbook

revisans. olfficial memosial days, and maucumi—only natrowly
misseel the necessary twa-thinds maporiey: Mr. Lindblad pledgrd
to briny: the wider plant back o the Council of Europe in the
coming meaths:

He has chosen a good year for his ideobagical offensive: this is
the 5™ anniversary of Nikiza Khrashcher's denunciasion of Josed
Sealin and the subsequent Hungarian uprisng, which will
dauheless be the e for fursher exconarion of the communise

recand. Paradoxically, given thar there is ao communise
I lefi in Eurog de Maldavs, the smacks have if

snythiseg, Bearme mose cxtieme 1 tie hus gone an. A = 33 10

why that might be can b found i the tambling report by Me
Lindblad eha Jod o the Conneil of Europe declaration. Bliming
clam struggle and public awnership, be explained “different
chements of commuriist ieleolagy mach ax equality or mocial justice
still sechuce many” and " sart af nnstalpia for commusnism is sl
live.” Perhaps the real problem for M. Lindblad snd his righs
wing allics in Easteen Eusope is thar communzsn is not dead
encugh — and they will valy be content when ey have driven
4 anake theough s hearr.

A

d Ways of understanding and
interpreting CAT Passages illustrated

Q\!ith author comments.




Mock Test Papers (LOD-I and
LOD-II) designed on the pattern of

CAT examination have been provided

in Section I'V.

PREVIOUS YEAR 2

s QUESTIONS FROM THE CAT

CAT 2003

Directions for Cuestions 1 amd 21: Four alrermanive
summarics ave given be Thodre Hie apfion
thiat best captures the exsence of the fext

woemeh e,

1. You seemed at first o take na sotice of your scheal-
Fellaws, or rather to se¢ yourself against them be.
cause they were sirangers Lo you. They knew as little
of you as you did of them: this would have bom the
resson for thele keeping aloof from you & well,
which you would have felt as & hardship, Leam never
1o comceive a prejudice aguinst athers because you
knaw nathing of them. 1t is bad reasoaing, and makes
anemies of hall the world. Do not think ill of them
1ill they behive {1l to you: and then steive o avoid
the faubts which you see in them. This will disanm
their bossility sooner than pique or resentment or
complaint.

{a) The discomlon you felt with your school fel-

lows was because both sides knew Hile of each
ather. You should mor complain unless you fied
athers prejudiced againg you nd Bave a1
tempted fo carefislly analyse the faulss you have
observed in them.
The discomfon you felt with your sehool fel-
lows wie beeause both sides knew linke of each
ather. Avaid prejudice and negative thaughts till
you encounter bad hehaviour from others, and
then win them over by shusning the fulls you
have chomved.

b You encountered hardship amonist your school

Tellows becanse you did not know them well,
You shoald learn ta not make enemics becasse

T

of your prejudices imespective of their
hehaviour towards you.

Wou encountered hardehip smongst your sebool
fellows becanse you did not know them well,

E

You should Jeam 10 ot make enemies becuuse
af your prejudices unless they hehave hadly with
o

2. The humar: tees is spread all over the wordd, from
the polar regions to the tropics, The peaple of wham
it i made up eat different kinds of food, partly ac
cariling to the climate in which they live, and panly
aceonding to the kind of food which their country
produces. In hot climates. meat snd fo ave not mush
needed: hut i the Arctic vegions they seem fo be
very mecessary for keeping up the heat of the body.
Thuas, in Trsdba, peaple live chielly on differsmt kinds
af graing, epes. milk, or cometimes fish and mest. In
Europe, people eat more meat and less gruin, In the
Arctic regiona, where no grainé and fruits are pro-
duced, the Hskimo and other races live almost en-
tirely on ment and fish,

@) Food caten by people in diffenent regione of the
world depends on the climate and produce of the
region, and varies from meat and fish in the
Arctic to predominantly grains in the tropics.

() Mat climates require people to et grains while
cold fegions require people to cat st and fish,

te) In bt countries. people cat malnly prains while
in the Arctic, they eat meat and fish hecause
they cannot grow grains

() While pecple in Arctic regions like meai and
fish unel thse in hut regiens like Didia prefer
miainly graing. they have to chanpe what they et
depending on the local climate and the local pro-
duce.

CAT 2004

Dircctinns for Questions 3 to 8 Four aliernative
are given belw each text, Choase the aption

thart B copiniress the essence of the Jext,

mmmari

A

LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY—I

TEST |

Na, of Guestioni—25
Timce—20 minutes

Passage 1

Nine years ago when several eastern Enropesn coumiries
were muking the transition frem conmmanism Lo free markel
policics, mevitable difficulthes arose in government, social,
medical and educational sectors, A that time | was ehected
ta the SATE committes, and my feeling was that we
teachers of English could make a contrihution towards
belping colleagues in voe of these coantries B alleviate
theis very paoe conditions.

The echa from members of our Association was positive,
and althaugh help abroad was not & funciian of SATE, a
modest sum was appraved o fund assistance i o
way. Knowing (hat most leschers have o number of
superflucue Enpliah books on their shelves ar boame aml a1
sehoal, | et out to collect these und send them 1o teschers
of English in Albania. It was & known fact, how classes
functioned \here—badly equipped schools: usually the
Leacher hail a leatbook (perhaps twenty years old) and
pupils—for reasoms of - Id write graminar
motes und word Fists in very small writing i iheir
matehooks. When we were able 1o send a class set o a
fortunate teacher she was delighted, At the same time 1
addressed pupile and asked them 1o write me a letler,
explaining ‘Why we sre learning English in our chase’. It
was garprising to read the replies | received, well writien,
many in o refreshing, origisal style. The classes that
submitted such & piece of wock ged an extr book as a prize,
whually an English dictionary. My contecté were usually
members of the Mational Afbanlan English Teachers'
Asgociation (NAETA), and [ coordinated the sorting amd
delivery of material with the vice-president, Mrs Ksanthipi
Deadi,

imited

When 1 received hundreds of hooks from our members,
those of the ETAS and from other sources, | enfigted the
belp af some vohintesrs o help sort and pack the books,
tapes, ele. ready for despatch. We inviled teachers 1o come
to Switzerland from Albania for a study period of two
weeks, sponsired by the Inlernational Teschers” Exchange
Ovgantzation and SATE These colleagies usaally stayed
with me, and | 224 up a programme of visits i several ypes
of schals, teacher training or aniversity courses for a shart
period. Semetimes they could attend ETAS convention, o
WHZ course ot 8 profissinal wotkshop, The SATE and
ETAS mcimbers were always ready 10 wielcome ous puesis,
o discuss educasional matters and to provide help. often
shiowing haspitality af their schoals or their Bomes

It was a memorahle moment far me when [ was invited
i Albania as a guest of the NEATA. 1o meet personally
some of the teschess with whom | had been in
coamespondence. | was kwn st schools all over the eountry
ws Mrs Jean and enjoyed hospitality 2t colleagues” homses,
At schools and &t Tirana University | gave some talks and
workshops, and was able to see at first hand their
diffieultice. But § was alio abls ta witnees bow some of the
baoks that we had sent were now the core of 2 new library,
and 10 hear how teacheérs and educational authorities were
encournged by ithe rather modest help we had provided

In spring 1997, it became practically inpossible to senil
books 10 Albanla, on accoant of the political crigle: 1 could
wat gtockpile amy mare material, so relactantly 1 sent the
st land to schoals in Hingary, where the banks and tapes
were also welcome. The Bospitality programme continued
uatibil last west, bail noaw funds for this purpose are no longer
available, and | have had 1o bring this to o close. Happily,
conditions in Albania have been improving: bockshops
have a wide range of publications available, and so § sec it
to be fitting new ts end var assistance fo English teschers
there

A

Previous year CAT questions have
been discussed throughout the book,

with detailed explanation, wherever

required.
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Il the chapters in this part will help you to hone your Reading
Comprehension (RC) skills in the following ways:

* Helping you to create your daily reading scheme underlining
the importance of RC in CAT papers.

* Making you (i) understand vocabulary in context, main
ideas and implied main ideas, and transition and idea
organisation patterns; (ii) identify supporting details, facts,
inferences, and judgements; (iii) recognise author’s purpose
and tone; and (iv) evaluate strength of argument.

* Helping you understand (i) what is RC (ii) how to read RC
passages, and (iii) how to think and react while reading a
CAT reading comprehension passage.

* Helping you practice RC exercises at different difficulty levels.

Key Components of this Part:

* Seven-Dimension approach to better reading skills

* An introduction to the various types of RC questions

* Thorough explanation and analysis of RC

* Bit-by-bit explanation of CAT passage from CAT papers of
2003 and 2006

+ LOD Exercises

—= =] 20 > "0

SECTION 1: READING COMPREHENSION
SECTION 2: LOD EXERCISES



Go through the introduction and the Seven Dimension
Approach to better reading skills

Comprehend the theory of RC

Go closely through the illustrated CAT passages noting the key gaps
between what you understand out of and how you react to a CAT
passage versus what should be the ideal reaction and comprehension
while solving a cat passage

Solve the three Levels of Difficulty and the CAT passages and while
doing so make sure that you closely analyse each question and also
focus on recognising the mental thought errors you are making while
solving each level of difficulty. Solve Level of Difficulty 1 with detailed

analysis (Chapter 5)
¢ Solve Level of Difficulty 2 with detailed analysis (Chapter 6)
e Solve Level of Difficulty 3 with detailed analysis (Chapter 7)
« Solve CAT passages with detailed analysis (Chapter 8)




CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
CHAPTER 2: THE SEVEN DIMENSION APPROACH TO

CHAPTER 3: THEORY OF READING COMPREHENSION
CHAPTER 4: ILLUSTRATED CAT PASSAGES (SOLVED)

BETTER READING SKILLS

In this section, we will be concentrating on helping you build your
Reading Comprehension (RC) skills. We start this chapter with a
basic introduction of Reading Comprehension and by giving you a
basic framework for developing your reading skills.

Chapter 2 increases the focus on the development of reading skills
by dividing reading skill into seven clear cut dimensions. The reader
is expected to first understand each of these skill dimensions and
then to focus his self development efforts on each of these reading
skill dimensions.

Chapter 3 focusses on the theory and question types of Reading
comprehension giving the reader a clear glimpse into the various
question types to expect in RC.

Chapter 4 gives the reader a rare insight into the mind and the

mental processes of CAT cracker by taking the reader through the
actual thinking that gees towards the solving of real CAT passages.







INTRODUCTION

Reading Comprehension (RC) forms one of the most
critical parts of the CAT question paper.

TO BELL THE CAT

Every year, over the past 20 years of the CAT, RC has
constituted anything between 15-30% of the total
number of questions in the exam.

Thus, for instance, while CAT 2003 (re-exam) had 25
marks out of 150 from the RC section, CAT 2004 had 25
marks out of 150 (16.66%) and CAT 2005 had 20 marks out
of 150 (13.33%). Hence, developing the appropriate level
of skills for tackling the reading comprehension section is
something that a student preparing for CAT simply cannot
afford to ignore during the preparation phase for the CAT
exam. Needless to say, the correlation between good
Reading Ability and good Reading Comprehension Ability
is very high. Hence, in order to develop your ability to
solve reading comprehension questions, your first focus
should be to take your reading ability up from its current
level (whatever that might be.)

READ MORE AND MORE

This advice is what you will come across from every trainer
across the country. However, what is not so readily
available for students is what skills should one focus
on developing while reading, as well as under what
framework of self development should one take up the
task of reading more and more. Consequently, in our
decade long experience of training students, we have seen
that students normally end up trying to blindly read more
and more without a framework, a direction or a focus. As
a result, the returns from reading that students achieve
are not proportional to the effort that they put into their
reading.

Picking Contextual Clues

We have always believed that blindly reading, without
working in a framework, will result in sub optimal results.
Hence, a major thrust of our initial emphasis in this section
will be to give you a framework for developing your
reading habits. Before we go into that aspect, let us look at
another issue which we believe is of utmost importance for
you to understand.

THE PROCESS OF WRITING AND ITS
RELEVANCE TO THE PROCESS OF
READING

Language can be defined as a set of sounds which has been
developed in order to convey ideas from one mind to
another. Prior to the invention of the first languages,
humans used to convey ideas either through sign language
or through pictorial representations (as borne out in the
paintings in caves through which messages were conveyed).
The invention of language represented a paradigm shift in
man’s ability to communicate his thoughts and ideas to
other fellow humans. Initially, all communication used to
be oral and passed on orally from generation to generation.
Speaking and listening were the two opposite ends of this
chain of communication.

As the complexity of human life increased, the introduc-
tion of the written word was necessitated. In this chain of
communication, reading is basically the reverse process of
writing. A piece of writing is incomplete unless it is read by
a reader. In this context, understanding the act of writing
can take you a long way towards becoming a good reader.

ince any and every reading that you do involves
comprehending and connecting to the author of the
passage, in order to become a good reader you need to
understand the process through which a good writer goes

’— The Cream of the Piece
si



1.6 How to Prepare for Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension for the CAT

while writing any piece—(be it as short as a paragraph
long to a passage of 1000 words to a full length book).

Let us suppose that you are asked to write a 500 word
essay on ‘The relevance of Management Education in
India’. Would you straightaway put your pen to paper and
start putting down whatever comes to your mind or would
you first formulate the outline of the idea structure that you
might want to convey through the piece? If you are not an
amateur writer, chances are that you would do the latter.

As a matter of fact, all good writers will follow this appro-
ach, i.e., they would formulate a kind of a skeleton (map or
outline) of the idea they want to convey through their essay,
before they put their pen to paper for the first time. This
skeleton/map often includes the main idea, the supporting
ideas, supporting evidences as well as the conclusion.

Most writers see the skeleton in the form of a picture of
the idea structure. (A picture that consists of flowcharts,
symbols, etc.) It is only after this that the pen is put to paper
and the idea structure conveyed through a sequence of
words, sentences and paragraphs.

As a reader, your task essentially, is to decode this
sequence of words, sentences and paragraphs and come up
with your own picture or interpretation of the idea conveyed
by the author. The closer this picture is to the original one
in the mind of the author, the better is the comprehension
of the passage. In other words, you can even define the
objective of reading as ‘to photocopy the idea structure of
the author into your mind’. Remember a crucial point:

Tbe Cream nf tfye Piece
’T‘he closer your skeleton/map is to what the author must
have formulated, the more comprehensive will be your
understanding of the passage you are reading.

It is in the light of the above that you should embark on
what follows below. The following approach, if applied
consistently to your daily dose of reading, will help you
develop your level of reading from your current levels.

HOW READING SKILLS ARE IMPORTANT
FOR ASPECTS OTHER THAN THE READ-
ING COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS OF
THE CAT ENGLISH SECTION

The relevance of preparing well for the RC section does not
simply end there. In fact, a closer look at the questions and
question types asked under the head of Verbal Ability in the

CAT, XLRI and other Management entrance papers of the
past few vyears, clearly points at the overwhelming
requirement of good reading habits for this section. Let us
take a closer look at the question types in Verbal Ability
asked in the CAT over the past few years to illustrate the
importance of good reading habits for solving the same.

R Verbal Ability Question Type 1: Pamgmpb Jumbles
(Erequency of use: Consistently used every year over the
[ast decade)

This has been one of the most favorite question types of
examiners over the past decade. In this question type, a set
of sentences which constitute a paragraph, are jumbled. The
student is supposed to find out the correct order of sen-
tences so as to form a coherent paragraph. For instance, try
solving this question, which appeared as a two mark ques-
tion in CAT 2005.

The sentences given in the question, when properly
sequenced, form a coherent paragraph. Each sentence is
labeled with a letter. Choose the most logical order of
sentences from among the given choices to construct a
coherent paragraph.

(a) Similarly, turning to caste, even though being lower
caste is undoubtedly a separate cause of disparity, its
impact is all the more greater when the lower-caste
families also happen to be poor.

(b) Belonging to a privileged class can help a woman to
overcome many barriers that obstruct women from
less thriving classes.

(c) It is an interactive presence of these two kinds of
deprivation—being low class and being female—that
massively impoverishes women from the less privi-
leged classes.

(d) A congruence of class deprivation and gender dis-
crimination can blight the lives of poor women very
severely.

(e) Gender is certainly a contributor to societal inequal-
ity, but it does not act independently of class.

1. EABDC 2. EBDCA
3. DAEBC 4. BECDA.
The correct answer here is EBDCA. The skills required

to solve a question of this type (which is discussed in detail
in Part Two of this book) include:



(a) Identification of opening sentence,

(b) Identification of the topic sentence,

(c) Getting and understanding the main idea in the ques-

tion,

(d) Identifying transitions of ideas,

(e) Ordering of ideas,

(f) Slotting in the details in their right places,

(g) Understanding Vocabulary in context.

All the above are reading skills which we will learn
about in the later part of this chapter.

R Verbal Ability Question Type 2: Inappropriate
Usage of Word

Here, we would look into the usage of a single word in four
different contacts. These type of questions were first intro-
duced in CAT 2003.

In each question, the word at the top is used in four
different ways. Choose the option in which the usage of the
word is incorrect or inappropriate.

Hand
1. I have my hand full, I cannot do it today.
2. The minister visited the jail to see the breach at first
hand.
3. The situation is getting out of hand.
4. When the roof of my house was blown away, he was
willing to lend me hand.

Reason
1. Your stand is beyond all reason.
2. Has she given you any reason for her resignation?
3. There is little reason in your pompous advice.
4, How do you deal with a friend who doesn’t listen to
a reason?
Other words that have been asked are: Help, Paper,
Business, Service, For, Near, etc.

There is no way you can study grammatical rules to help
you improve your ability to solve these kinds of questions—
nor does it have anything to do with vocabulary since the
words given are extremely easy in nature.

The Cream of the Piece
’_As you must have understood, your ability to solve these
questions depends directly on the extensiveness of your
reading habits and how often and in what form of usage
you have seen the word earlier.

Introduction 4.7

ﬂ Verbal Ability Question Type 3: Pamgrapb Comp[e—
tion

In this question type, introduced for the first time in CAT
2005, the question contains a paragraph where the last state-
ment has been removed. The student is expected to decide
the appropriate option which best completes the paragraph.

Consider the following question that was a two mark
question in the CAT 2005 paper:

% The following question has a paragraph from which

the last sentence has been deleted. From the given options,
choose the one that completes the paragraph in the most
appropriate way.

Federer’s fifth grand slam win prompted a reporter to ask
whether he was the best ever. Federer is certainly not
lacking in confidence, but he wasn’t about to proclaim
himself the best ever. “The best player of this generation,
yes”, he said, “but nowhere close to ever. Just look at the
records that some guys have. I'm a minnow.”

1. His win against Agassi, a genius from the previous
generation, contradicts that.

2. Sampras, the king of an earlier generation, was as
humble.

3. He is more than a minnow to his contemporaries.

4, The difference between ‘the best of this generation’
and ‘best ever’ is a matter of perception.

The correct answer here is 3.

CAT aspirants in 2005 faced a lot of difficulty in solving
this question type. Needless to say, solving this question
needs an ability to catch:

(a) the author’s topic,

(b) the main idea he/she is trying to convey and

(c) understand the transitions he/she is using in the para-

graph.

Needless to say, it is not possible to eliminate the doubts
that crop up in one’s mind while solving such questions...
only a good reader with a lot of reading exposure would be
able to clearly see an answer to such a question. If you want
to be able to see the answer to such questions, minus any
ambiguities, development of good reading skills is the only
way out.

(And considering that there were a clear 8 marks in 4
questions, it gave a clear advantage to the ‘good reader’.)
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ﬂ Verbal Ability Question Type 4: Identifying Gram-
matically Correct/ Incorrect Sentences):

Consider the following question asked in CAT 2005.

% This question consists of four sentences on a topic.
Some sentences are grammatically incorrect or inappro-
priate. Select the option that indicates the grammatically
correct and appropriate sentencef(s).

A. People have good reason to care about the welfare of
animals.

B. Ever since Enlightenment, their treatment has been
as a measure of mankind’s humanity.

C. It is not a coincidence that William Wilberforce and
Sir Thomas Foxwell Buxton, two leaders of the
movement to abolish the slave trade, helped found
the Royal Society for the Prevention of cruelty to
animals in 1820s.

D. An increasing number of people go further: mankind
has a duty not to cause pain to animals that have the
capacity to suffer.

1. A&D 2. B
3. A& C 4. C&D

The correct answer here is 1.

As you must have realized, solving these questions is not
about cramming up complex grammatical rules. Even if
you are given a comprehensive book on grammar to consult
while solving these questions, you are unlikely to come out
with the relevant rule which applies to the particular
sentence under consideration. Then, on what skills would
you depend to solve these kinds of questions? To draw a
parallel, let us ask you a question in turn. How would you
solve a similar question if it were asked in your mother
tongue? Would you rush to the nearest available grammar
book? Unlikely! In fact, your ability to solve such a
question would depend solely on the frequency of the
number of times that you have seen the particular nuance of
the language being used. If you have not been exposed to
the same, it is unlikely that you will be able to apply any
sort of logic to solving this question type.

ﬂ Verbal Ability Question Type 5: Summarising a
Pamgrapb.

Consider the following question which appeared in CAT
2003.

@ Four alternative summaries are given below. Choose
the option that best captures the essence of the text.

Some decisions will be fairly obvious—*no-brainers.” Your
bank account is low, but you have a two week vacation
coming up and you want to get away to some place warm
to relax with your family. Will you accept your in-laws’
offer to free use of their Florida beachfront condo? Sure.
You like your employer and feel ready to move forward in
your career. Will you step in for your boss for three weeks
while she attends a professional development course? Of
course.

A. Some decisions are obvious under certain circum-
stances. You may, for example, readily accept a
relative’s offer to free holiday accommodation or
step in for your boss when she is away.

B. Some decisions are no-brainers, You need not think
when making them. Examples are condo offers from
in-laws and job offers from bosses when your bank
account is low or boss is away.

C. Easy decisions are called * no-brainers” because they
do not require any cerebral activity. Examples such
as accepting free holiday accommodation abound in
our lives.

D. Accepting an offer from in-laws when you are short
on funds and want a holiday is a no-brainer. Another
no-brainer is taking the boss’s job when she is away.

1. A 2. B

3. .C 4. D
The correct answer here is 1.

As for the previous questions, solving this question
depends on your ability to understand the author’s topic
sentence, get a grip of the main idea, identify where the
details are and what is the message conveyed through
them—all skills of reading rather than anything else.

— 'I'be Cream nf tbe Piece

A closer look at other question types on Verbal Ability
will further bear out this fact that—strong reading
exposure, habits and skills are a must in order to
solve questions of Verbal Ability.

It is due to this fact that Part I of this book on English
is devoted to helping the student develop the skills set
required to be a good reader. You are required to clearly
understand the framework required for developing good



reading habits, which is explained in the following part of
the chapter. After that, you need to follow through
consistently by applying the same framework in your daily
reading scheme.

YOUR DAILY READING SCHEME

How Much Time Should | Spend on Reading
Daily?

If you want to have any hope of developing your reading
skills, the authors recommend a minimum of two hours per
day of reading, over a year’s time. (Needless to say, if you
are trying to achieve this in a shorter time span, the mini-
mum recommended reading will go up proportionately.)

What Kinds of Stuff Should | Read?

Well, a true and frank answer to that question would be
more like everything and anything under the sun. But where
and at what level you start off your reading (under the
framework we will be mentioning below) would depend on
how much of a reader you have been during your school
and college life. Remember, whatever your current reading
skills are, there is always a level of writing which will
challenge you. The basic concept that you need to adhere to
for your reading exercises is that you should read things
that constantly challenge and invigorate your mind.
However, be careful to ensure that the challenge that the
reading material puts forth to you should be small and not
too big. If the material you choose to read is too
challenging, the end result might be that you lose
comprehension and subsequently, your interest in reading—
an end result we are definitely not targeting!

So, when deciding the sources from which you are going
to do your daily dose of reading, first of all define what
level of writing represents a challenge for you. Then, you
should identify the source/s (newspapers, magazines and
books) that will give you that level of writing.

Thus, for instance, for some students, the editorials in a
national daily represent a challenge, while for some others,
the same level of challenge might be experienced in
advanced philosophical (read: heavy) text.

In our experience, based on their reading exposure
levels, students might be classified under four categories:

1. The Poor Reader

This category of students has had no exposure to reading in
English. Most students whom we have encountered under
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this category come from vernacular medium schooling
backgrounds (although that is not an absolute rule since
even convent school educated students might belong to this
category if their reading exposure has been poor.)
Consider the following excerpt, which will prove
challenging for students belonging to this category:

@ “l was deeply embarrassed last week before a
distinguished audience of sophisticated investors abroad—
they virtually called me a liar. A year ago, | had reassured
them that our stellar reformers—Manmohan Singh,
Chidambaram and Montek—would not only ensure that our
economic reforms would continue but they might even
accelerate. A year later, the reforms are stuck and they
were angry. | could not pretend that the reformers had
become victims of coalition politics, for insiders tell me
that the problem is with the Congress Party itself, which
has lost the will of reform.

Luckily, | was bailed out by the Indian economy, which
continues to grow robustly, and has been doing so for two
decades, contemptuously ignoring our governments. The
only way to explain this contradiction is that politics and
economics are increasingly getting divorced in India, and
we may have become like Italy, where they used to say,
the economy grows at night when the government is
asleep. Stephen Roach, the chief economist of Morgan
Stanley, who exercises considerable influence on investor
minds explains: ‘India is on the cusp of something big.
After my third trip there in 18 months, | am as enthusiastic
about India as | was about China in the late 1990s. What
excites me is the potential for an increasingly powerful
internal consumption dynamic—the missing link in most de-
velopment models.’

The Cream nf the Piece
ﬁyou think you belong to the poor reader category, your
initial reading should start off with editorials of good
quality national level newspapers (like The Hindu,
Hindustan Times, The Deccan Herald, The Times of
India, The Pioneer, The Indian Express, etc.), analysis
based articles in these newspapers and analytical
articles in national level current issues magazines (like
India Today, Frontline, Week, etc.). You can also

graduate to books written in simple English (both
fictional and non fictional).

2. The Average Reader

In this category, students do not have a basic problem in
reading and understanding English (since most of them are
educated in English Medium schools). However, what we
have seen is that in spite of the advantage of having studied
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in English medium schools, this category of students have
not developed their reading skills, simply because they have
not worked towards developing their reading habits. This
group of students faces problems the moment they are
confronted with a slightly complex or an unfamiliar topic.
Thus, they might have no problem reading about the latest
exploits of the Indian cricket team, but give them a topic
about the latest advances in medical technology or for that
matter, Freud’s interpretation of a dream and they lose
contact with the subject matter of the passage.

Consider the following extract which might prove
challenging to a reader of this category:

@ “What reader could resist so delicious a topic: a book
that sets out to explain how cuisine came to be deeply
ingrained in France’s cultural and intellectual make-up?
Unfortunately, little of this hard-to-digest work concerns
the actual history of French cuisine and how it came to
‘triumph’. Much of it seemed at embedding the subject in
a sociological framework to prove that food is worthy of
academic study. Accordingly, it piles on jargon, including
sentences such as: ‘The cluster of activities that surround
cooking and eating stakes out culinarity as a privileged
entry into the social order.’

This is a pity, because beneath the layers of intellectual
stodge, the author, a professor of sociology at Columbia
University, offers some tantalizing morsels. Almost in
passing, she mentions such iconic moments as the suicide
of 17% century chef Vatel, when the fish arrived late for
a banquet he was preparing for Louis XIV. She also cites the
banquets of the Sun king at Versailles as a defining moment
in French cuisine, but sadly does not describe them. Nor
does she consider the influence of his minister Cardinal
Rachelieu. Yet it was in this nation-building era of the Sun
King that the first specifically French cookbooks were
written.”

Tbe Cream nf tbe Piece

If you think you belong to the average reader category,
your reading scheme should start off with reading
editorials from newspapers mentioned above, as also
from Economic newspapers and should also include
higher level magazines which use good quality English
in their writing (like Time, Forfune and Economist).

3. The Good Reader

This category of reader has developed himself through
consistently being in touch with reading. His/her reading
exposure includes reading novels (fictional mainly), coffee

table books on self development and newspapers on a daily
basis. He/she will not face problems in reading and
connecting to the author’s message in either of the above
two extracts.

However, for this level of reader, something which goes
beyond his/her comfort level of reading poses a problem.
Consider this extract which might pose problems for this
category of reader:

@ Philosophers have discussed the mode of existence
which belongs to works of art, debating whether they are
material things or mental constructs or whether perhaps
they are more correctly to be described as ‘types’ of which
the mental objects which come to awareness of this or
that observer in moments of appreciation are the ‘tokens’.
To sturdy common sense it seems at first sight obvious that
some works of art are material things: pictures and
sculptures are transported from place to place in lorries;
they are hung on walls or set up on pedestals; they are
weighed and measured, their physical properties can be
tested and verified. Yet when we consider such arts as
poetry, music, and dance the case is different.
Wordworth’s Prelude and Verdi’s Requiem are unique
entities which we agree to be works of art: but there is no
one material thing anywhere, and no one happening, which
can be identified with either of them. Moreover, as has
already been seen, even in the case of painting and
sculpture we ascribe to the art work properties which are
incompatible with its being merely a material thing. There
are important senses in which the picture which we talk
about and enjoy as a work of art is not identical with the
material piece of pigmented canvas which is crated and
carried about in a lorry.

The Cream of the Piece

Hyou belong to the good reader category, your objective
should be to raise fair level through consistently reading
material that challenges your comprehension. Maga-
zines like Time & Economist & articles/books on Phi-
losophy, advanced Scientific texts etc. should from your
daily reading scheme.

4. The Excellent Reader

This category of reader has gone beyond the levels required
to connect to any of the above three extracts. He/she has
typically read a lot on diverse topics and at varying levels
of language usage. If you think you belong to this category,
you can skim through the reading lessons and frameworks
in the next part of this chapter (since we believe you might
already be aware of all the points we are making). All you



need to do is to continue your good work and further
expand your level of exposure and increase the coverage of
topics with which you are familiar.

Consider this extract, that might prove challenging to
you if you belong to this level:

@ Man is seen as a component of this order of things,
and his psychic-mental life as reproduction of the life of
the cosmos, in both its material and its mode of
organization. This view was advanced in the sixth century
B.C. by the thinkers of the Miletian school (Thales,
Anaximander, Anaximenes) and by Heraclitus of Ephesus.
They were all products of the commercial-industrial and
cultural centres of Asia Minor—the Greek colonial city-
states®, in which new social and economic relationship
were being formed, with maximum destructive effect upon
the old order of tribal society.

These thinkers of classical times did not all take the
same form of matter to be the primary material of the
world: Thales held that this was water ; Anaximander, that
it was vague, boundless essence (apeiron**); Anaximenes ,
that it was air; and Heraclitus, that it was fire. The “nature
philosophers” of classical times, explaining the natural
world as proceeding from a single, all-penetrating primary
principle, supposed that the particular form of life and
behaviour which language (still reflecting the level of
mythological thinking) designated as “the soul”, must
likewise be a manifestation of this principle.

Tbe Cream nf tbe Piece

mhichever level you belong to, a common objective for
you as an MBAJ/CAT aspirant will be to increase and
develop the scope of subjects with which you can claim
familiarity.

TO BELL THE CAT

A closer analysis of the CAT question papers of the past
decade reveals very clearly, that familiarity with certain
topics is a must for all aspirants. Not just the passages
but even the shorter Verbal Ability questions are
normally extracted from one of the following topics/
subjects:

(1) Economics

(2) Management

(3) History

(4) National and International Polity

(5) Sociology
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(6) Humanities
(7) Philosophy
(8) Psychology
(9) Art, Music and culture

(10) Science and Technology (incl. Medicine and Infor-
mation Technology.)

(11) Miscellaneous

A WORD OF CAUTION: THINGS THAT
DO NOT WORK

Why Speed Reading Does Not Work, and in
Fact is not Needed

There are a lot of books and trainers around who talk about
speed reading, promising inexperienced readers a never
before and almost magical jump in their reading abilities.
However, in our experience of training thousands of
students, we have seen the futility of speed reading
techniques. The fact that the ‘magic’ wears off the moment
you try to read anything outside the provided exercises has
been a constant in our years of experience of having trained
students. In fact, the moment a ‘speed reading trained
student’ is confronted with something remotely heavy, the
speed reading techniques stop working.

The basic reason why these reading techniques do not
work under the examination reading conditions is that these
techniques are designed for sparse and easy reading
materials. (Speed reading is typically defined for ordinary,
non technical matter). On the contrary, the passages and
extracts used in the CAT, XLRI and other top management
entrance exams are dense in terms of their content. They
contain too much information and any attempt at skimming
and scanning (which are recommended speed reading
techniques) result in a loss of comprehension. Sometimes,
missing on a crucial sentence might just end up making you
lose your connection with the author totally.

Furthermore, at what speed (in words per minute) do
you think you need to read in order to do well in the RC
section? Take a guess... 400, 500, 700, or even more???
Incidentally, these are the kinds of reading speeds that speed
reading books promise you that they will help you achieve.

Now consider this fact. A typical CAT passage is
anywhere between 800 to 1200 words. The questions
further form approximately 300 to 500 words. This means
that in order to read a passage and solve the questions, all
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you need to do is read and completely understand anywhere
between 1100 to 1700 words. CAT 2005 had 3 passages
constituting 20 marks in all, and students had approximately
20 to 22 minutes to solve the same. A total of 3073 words
— translates to a ridiculous reading speed requirement of
139.68 words per minute if you want to solve all the three
passages. If you add the fact that most successful CAT
aspirants solved only two out of the three passages, the
statistic becomes even more ridiculous—especially in the
light of the tall claims of 600 to 800 words per minute that
these speed reading trainers and books claim that they can
help a student achieve. Looking at it from another angle—
if someone was able to achieve these reading speeds he/she
should have been able to complete the 20 marks in the RC

section in CAT 2005 in about five minutes flat!! Doesn’t
happen, does it?

T0 BELL THE CAT

A look at CAT 2003 gives a similar picture:

5702 words in five passages (including their questions)
were required to be read for 25 questions (reading
speed of 228.08 wpm if you were, to solve all five
passages). CAT qualifiers attempted at most, 3
passages out of the five, in about 25 minutes. This
required a reading speed of approximately 134 wpm.

Where does the need for speed reading arise? It simply
does not.



THE SEVEN DIMENSION ,

APPROACH TO BETTER
READING SKILLS

INTRODUCTION

The reading skills that you need to develop to improve your
reading ability can be categorised into seven dimensions,
which are divided into Basic and Advanced reading skills:

Dimension 1: Understanding Vocabulary in Context
@ Dimension 2: I|dentifying and Understanding |deas
© | Dimension2(A): ldentifying and Understanding Main Ideas
w
S | Dimension2(B): Identifying Implied Main Ideas
E Dimension 3: Identifying Supporting Details
-g Dimension4: I|dentifying Relationships between Ideas
3]
o | Dimension4 (A). Understandingthe Use of Transitions
Dimension4 (B): Idea Organization patterns.
n Dimension 5: Identifying Facts, Opinions and
3 Inferences.
§ Dimension 5(A): Facts and Opinions
5 Dimension5(B): Inferences
T Dimension6: Identifying Purpose and Tone
E Dimension7: Recognising Arguments and their
= Common Structures.
<

Fig. 2.1 Seven Dimensions of Reading Skills

BASIC DIMENSIONS OF READING SKILLS

Dimension One: Developing the Ability of
Understanding Vocabulary in Context

As mentioned above, any piece of writing is a sequence of
words, sentences and paragraphs. The word is the most
basic building block of any piece of writing.

During the process of reading, we often come across
situations where we are unaware of the meaning of

particular words. The presence of unfamiliar words in a
piece of writing might lead to one of two types of situations:

(a) The meaning of the word totally breaks the compre-
hension of the sentence, leading to uncertainty in the
interpretation of the passage.

Consider the following example:

@ (i) And the courtier said “ May | genuflect?”
(ii) Since, Ecuador’s presidents are limited to one

term, Mr.Gutierrez might also back his former
boss. If so, things really could get loco.

\\:‘\'r/’

Q In each of the above sentences, the italicised words make
the reader lose comprehension with what the author is trying to
get across. Unless you happen to know the exact meaning of the
word, you will be at a loss to understand the author's message.
The best you can do is to create alternatives in your mind with
respect to what the particular word could mean.

(b) The meaning of the word can be understood (or
pieced together) based on the context in which it is
used.

If you were asked to define the words testimony,
charismatic or clannism, you might face some discomfort.
However, if you saw these words in sentences, the chances
are that you would come up with fairly accurate meanings
of the same words.

Consider the following examples. See whether you can
define the words in italics in the following three sentences:

@ Judge John Hass imposed a publication ban on the
testimony of Philip Sartre, former head of Amans and
Mather, an advertising agency, as he is to stand trial on
fraud charges.
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\\'r

Q Here, the word testimony means statement.

@ The charismatic leader’s home coming will further
complicate Ecuador’s already turbulent political scene.

sl s

~ /2
Q Here, charismatic means magnetic.

@ The revival of village clannism is among the party’s
main worries about it’s grip on rural stability. In Beihe,
more than half of the villagers share the surname Zhang.
Among the rest, Yan is the biggest clan.

saliys

Q Here, clannism means the tendency to stick to one's tribe
or family.

In each of the above sentences, the context (the previous
and the following words and ideas) provides us with clues
for defining the unfamiliar word.

In most situations, the meaning of the word can be
derived from the context of the passage. However, this is an
ability that gets better with use.

Picking Contextual Clues Generally, contextual clues
are seen in the form of:

(a) Ilustrations & Examples

(b) Cause & Effect relationships

(c) Synonyms (Parallelisms or similarities)
(d) Antonyms (Opposites or contrasts)

(e) General sense of the paragraph or passage.

Let us now look at examples of each type one by one:

(A) lllustrations or Examples One of the ways of

making a point which is commonly used by authors is

through the use of illustrations or examples to reiterate the

point. In such cases, if the unfamiliar word has an

illustration or an example to support what it means, it

provides us with a contextual clue for solving the question.
Let us look at the following examples:

@ 1. The impoverished state of the castle told a
sorry tale of holding on to past glories—the walls
were barren, the paint had peeled off and the
glory of the past had clearly worn off.

In the above sentence, impoverished means:
(a) poor (b) rich

(c) inadequate

2. His obsequious nature made him a favorite of
all—he only had complimentary words to say
about everybody.

In the above sentence, obsequious means:
(a) Deceiving (b) Critical
(c) flattering

LI

Q In the first sentence above, the examples provided to illus-
trate, impoverished, clearly point to ‘poor’ as its meaning. In the
second, the illustration provides only one meaning, i.e., flattering,
to the word in the context of the sentence.

(B) Cause & Effect Cause and effect relationships are
again very commonly used in most writing structures. If we
come across an unfamiliar word in either the cause or the
effect of a cause-effect structure, the context is likely to tell
us what the intended meaning of the word is. This principle
is amply illustrated in the example below:

@ Asked to explain the rosier outlook, manufacturers
cite one factor above all-the sharp decline in interest
rates in the past five years, which besides beautifying
company balance sheets is encouraging consumers to
borrow, to buy cars, for example and build houses.

In the above sentence, rosier means:
(a) Optimistic (b) pessimistic
(c) Indifferent

\\\h/

In the sentence, rosier obviously means optimistic,
considering the illustrations in the later part of the sentence. The
cause-effect relationship is extremely clear here. Dropping of
interest rates has led to improved company balance sheets, as
well as to greater demand in the form of consumers buying cars
and building houses. The effect of all this has been to create an
optimistic outlook on the part of the manufacturers.

(C) Synonyms (Parallelisms or Similarities) Often,
context clues occur in the form of synonyms— wherein one
or more words mean the same as the unfamiliar word. The
presence of the synonym gives a context clue that is useful
to understand the meaning of the unfamiliar word.
Consider the following examples where the italicised
word has its synonym in the form of the emboldened word/s.



. The exhilaration experienced by the parents
when their child starts to walk is common to all
cultures. The child’s first steps give a feeling of
intense happiness to the parents.

2. Coming face to face with his first love, left
Sameer in a poignant mood. He was touched by
the irony of the situation.

3. The felony committed by the robber was sure to
make him pay. After all, serious crime seldom
goes unpunished.

4, Although he had sworn not to divulge her secret,
he revealed it to his best friend, Rajeev.

5. The emancipatory or liberatory significance of
situating ordinary life and the world of duality
and dualism in terms of a philosophy of non
duality, lies in the fact that ultimately most of
the categorical errors, those deep fundamental
errors constitutive of our misunderstanding of
being, which are at the same time constitutive
of the superficial, oppressive and mystifying
levels of social beings which dominate and
screen our life world, is the fact that they turn
on misidentifications.

6. Let us look at how a block operates, how
potentially free, unbound energy becomes
fixated or stuck or alternatively—in the case of
a weakness of attention/one-pointedness/
mindfulness—becomes dissipated or dispersed.

(D) Antonyms (Opposites or Contrasts) Just like
same meaning words, there are situations where opposite
meaning words give the contextual clues. Antonyms
normally are signaled by a contrast statement/phrase, like
however, on the other hand, but, yet, as against, although,
etc.

Consider the following examples. In these examples, the
italicised words are antonyms (have opposite meanings):

@ 1. Although my grand father was always profuse in
his criticism, his praise was always scarce.

2. A sedentary lifestyle is the root cause of all
diseases, hence, regular exercise to stay active
is @ must to prevent disease.

3. The homogeneity of the mixture was broken by
the presence of a variety of stuff in it.

(E) General Sense of the Paragraph or Passage In
many cases, the contextual clues can be seen on the basis
of the general sense of the paragraph (or sometimes, even
the entire passage.)
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Consider the following paragraph as an example.

@ Oddly, things are looking up for American Interna-
tional Group (AIG). Yes, the embattled global insurer has
admitted overstating past earning and has postponed filing
its financial statement with the Securities and Exchange
Commission(SEC) , provoking questions about how much
the company is really worth; yes, there was an embarrass-
ing kerfuffle between lawyers over the possible removal
of critical documents in Bermuda; yes, regulators are look-
ing through an ever-expanding list of suspect deals; and
yes, Maurice “Hank” Greenberg, the brilliant executive
who built AIG, has been forced to sever his formal ties with
the firm. But a company as aggressive as this has faced
litigation before. Even as the headlines seem ever more
dire, AIG and Mr. Greenberg already looked poised for a
modest comeback.

In the context of the above paragraph:
embattled means:

(a) Healthy
(c) Stressed or beleaguered

(b) Profitable

by

The answer is obviously, stressed, and this can be de-
duced from the overall meaning of the passage.

Kerfuffle means:

(a) dialogue (b) talks (c) commotion

\\C\h/’

The answer is obviously, c.

In your normal everyday reading exercises, try to
identify sentences and paragraphs where contextual clues
fitting in one of the patterns above, help you to understand
the meaning of a word with which you were unfamiliar.

Dimension Two (A): Ability to Identify and
Understand Main Ideas

The ability to identify main ideas is perhaps the most
important factor for good reading skills.
The main idea is the answer to the question: What is the
main point that the author is trying to make in the paragraph?
For instance, read the following paragraph:

@ Most people do not worry much about physics or
politics when for example, they look at the colours of a
rainbow. Nor do they pause much when they use a remote
control for their T.V. set, talk on the mobile phone, listen
to the radio, cook food in their microwave oven, open
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their car door from a distance, or surf the internet without
wires. Yet, these are all phenomena of electromagnetic
radiation. How humans harness electromagnetic waves—
and specifically those in the radio frequency part of the
spectrum—has become so important that old and new ways
of thinking are now lining up for a tense confrontation that
will affect numerous businesses and billions of consumers.

The old mindset, supported by over a century of tech-
nological experience and 70 years of regulatory habit,
views spectrum—the range of frequencies, or wave lengths,
at which electromagnetic waves vibrate—as a scarce re-
source that must be allocated by government or bought
and sold like property. The new school, pointing to cutting
edge technologies, says that spectrum is by nature, abun-
dant and that allocating, buying or selling parts of it will
one day seem as illogical as, say, apportioning or selling
sound waves to people who would like to have a conver-
sation.

\\\h'/

What is the main point that the author is trying to make in
this paragraph? In order to discover the main idea, you should
first determine the topic being discussed. In the above paragraph,
for example, the topic is ‘harnessing of electromagnetic radiation’.
The main idea is that ‘old and new ways of thinking are confront-
ing each other with respect to the way we are harnessing electro-
magnetic waves.’

The main idea is something like an umbrella idea—the
author’s primary point about the topic. All the other
material in the paragraph falls under the main idea (and is
called the supporting detail, which consists of examples,
illustrations, causes and reasons, evidence in the form of
factual information, etc.).

(A) The Concept of the Idea Sentence In a para-
graph, authors often present the main idea to the readers, in
the form of a single sentence, called the ‘Idea Sentence’.
For example, in the given extract both the topic and the
point about the topic are expressed in the last sentence of
the first paragraph. Thus, the outline of the above paragraph
can be shown as:

Topic: Harnessing of Electromagnetic radiation.

Main idea (as expressed in the idea sentence): There is a
conflict of opinion about the harnessing of electromagnetic
radiation between the old and the new way of thinking.

Supporting details:
1. The old way of thinking is that the spectrum of ra-
diation is a scarce resource and its scarcity must be

respected by making people buy and sell it like prop-
erty.

2. The new way of thinking is that the spectrum is
abundant by nature and buying and selling it will
seem illogical one day.

The Cream of the Piece
R)u should always remember that the topic is the subject
of a selection. It is normally expressed in a few words.
Since Reading Comprehension passages do not have
the topic mentioned, your first objective while reading a
passage should be to identify the topic of the passage.
In such a case, the guestion—'Who or what is the
passage about?’, is a useful question to ask oneself, as
the answer to this question is the topic of the selection.

Once you have found the topic of the selection, the
next step is to find the main idea which the author is
trying to convey. For this purpose, you should ask
yourself the question: ‘What is the main point of the
author about the topic?’

Note that it is not necessary that authors present the
entire main idea of the paragraph in one sentence.

Sometimes, the main idea might be distributed across
two to three sentences in the paragraph.

Consider the following selections. The topic and the idea
sentence/s in each of these passages have been described
below it.

@ They have a dismal track record when it comes to
predicting economic growth, exchange rates or the direc-
tion of the stock market. So, you might have expected
economists to despair at the thought of forecasting sports
result. Not at all. Efforts to work out the numbers of
medals which countries are likely to get in the Athens
Olympics, which start on August 13th , are well under way.

Q\h/,

The topic is forecasting sports results and the last sentence
is the idea sentence.

@ “You want rubies! We can do business!” the anony-
mous caller promised a lucrative deal over the phone:
stump up dollars in advance and he would produce a glit-
tering hoard in Johannesburg. But your correspondence
refused; so the caller instead produced some colorful
abuse, sneered at British sexual prowess, and hung up.

It is rare for any attempted African scam to be executed
so inelegantly. Advance-fee frauds often lure victims to
part with tens of thousands of dollars on the promise of



huge, but somehow plausible, later gains. Nigerians,
especially , are renowned for elaborate and persuasive
tales: “my uncle the president, died leaving me a million
to smuggle to your country; let me use your bank account
to hide the cash and you will get a slice; oh, and pay me
a few thousand dollars in advance for handling fees”.

sali g

Q The topic and the main idea are visible in the second
sentence of the second paragraph. The topic is ‘advance fee
frauds in Africa’ and the main idea is—what is done in these
frauds.

@ “Our everyday life is much stranger than we imagine,
and rests on fragile foundation.” This is the intriguing first
sentence of a very unusual new book about Economics, and
much else besides: “The company of Strangers”, by Paul
Seabright, a professor of Economics at the University of
Toulouse .Why is everyday life so strange? Because, ex-
plains Mr Seabright, it is so much at odds with what would
have seemed, as recently as 10000 years ago, our evolu-
tionary destiny. It was only then that “one of the most
aggressive and elusive bandit species in the entire animal
kingdom” decided to settle down. In no more than the
blink of an eye, in evolutionary time, these suspicious and
untrusting creatures, these “shy, murderous apes”, devel-
oped co-operative networks of staggering scope and
complexity—networks that rely on trust among strangers.
When you come to think about it, it was an extraordinarily
improbable outcome.

sl

Q The topic is the ‘unlikely evolution of the human species’
and the idea conveyed is that the human species has moved
‘from being an aggressive and elusive bandit species to a species
which has developed cooperative networks of staggering scope
and complexity, something that seemed highly unlikely in the
context of what was our evolutionary destiny’.

@ “In the first weekend of every August, the town of
Twinsburg, Ohio, holds a parade. Decorated floats, cars
and lorries roll slowly past neat, white houses and clipped
lawns, while thousands of onlookers clap and wave flags in
sunshine. The scene is a perfect little slice of America.
There is though, something rather strange about the par-
ticipants: they all seem to come in pairs. Identical twins of
all colours, shapes, ages, and sizes are assembling for the
world’s largest annual gathering of their kind.

The Twinsburg meeting is of interest to more people
than just the twins themselves. Every year, the festival
attracts dozens of scientists who came to prod, swab,
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sample and question the participants. For identical twins
are natural clones: the odd mutation aside, they share
100% of their genes. That means studying them can cast
light on the relative importance of genetics and environ-
ments in shaping particular human characteristics.”

salis

Q The topic is ‘identical twins' and the main idea as expressed
in the second last and last sentences of the second paragraph is
that ‘studying identical twins can help us understand better, the
relative importance of genetics and environment in shaping
particular human characteristics.’

@ “The twin rule of pathology states that any heritable
disease will be more concordant (that is, more likely to be
jointly present or absent) in identical twins than non-identical
twins—and in turn, will be more concordant in non-identical
twins than in non-siblings. Early work, for example, showed
that the statistical correlation of skin mole counts between
identical twins was 0.4, while non-identical twins had a cor-
relation of only 0.2 (A score of 1.0 implies perfect correlation,
while a score of zero implies no correlation). This result
suggests that moles are heritable, but it also implies that
there is an environment component to the development of
moles, otherwise, the correlation in identical twins would be
close to 1.0.

\\“\h/’

The topic is ‘the twin rule of pathology’ and the main idea
about it is ‘the relative concordance of heritable diseases between
identical twins, non identical twins and non siblings. The idea
sentence here is the first sentence of the selection. (In this case,
the topic is also in the same sentence.)

'I'be Cream nf tf)e Piece

’71. The idea sentence is usually supported by all the
information in the remaining part of the paragraph.
Hence, a useful way to check if you have got the
idea sentence and hence, the main idea correctly is
by asking yourself the question—"Is the sentence
you have identified as the idea sentence supported
by all the other material in the paragraph?”

2. Be careful not to select a topic that is too broad or
too narrow.

3. The idea sentence can occur at either the start or
the middle or the end of the paragraph. Paragraphs
could be written in any of the following structures.

A. ldea Sentence at the start of the paragraph
(within the first two sentences). This is the
most commonly used structure in writing. In
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such cases, the paragraph can follow any of
the following structures:

(i) Idea Sentence—Supporting Detail/com-
ment—Supporting  Detail/comment—
Supporting Detail/comment —Supporting
Detail/comment

(ii) Introductory detail/comment/question—-
Idea Sentence—Supporting Detail/com-
ment—Supporting  Detail/comment—
Supporting Detail/comment.

B. Idea Sentence in the middle of a paragraph
(Beyond the first two sentences). In such
cases, the paragraph would typically follow
the following structure:

(i) Introductory detail/comment—Introduc-
tory detail/comment/question—-ldea
Sentence—Supporting Detail/com-
ment—Supporting Detail/lcomment —
Supporting Detail/comment

C. Idea Sentence at the end of the paragraph
will follow the following structure:

(i) Introductory detail/comment—Supporting
Detail/comment—Supporting Detail/com-
ment—Supporting Detail/comment—Idea
Sentence

D. Idea Sentence at the beginning and the end
of the paragraph

Some authors like to make a point at the
beginning of the paragraph and reiterate it at
the end of the paragraph. In such cases, the
following structure will be used:

Idea Sentence—Supporting Detail/com-

ment—Supporting Detail/comment—Support-
ing Detail/comment/question—Idea Sentence

Whatever, we have been discussing above has been in
the context of single paragraphs. How does it apply to a
reading comprehension passage? This is a very obvious
query that comes to mind. Well, the answer is that in a long
passage consisting of 4-5 paragraphs, each paragraph will
have its own main idea (or its own theme). This is due to
the fact that the main idea of the entire passage is broken
down into its component parts. What you need to realize is
that just as the alphabet is the building block of a word and
the word is the building block of the sentence, so also the
paragraph is the building block of the passage. Just as we
need to read all the alphabets used in the formation of a
word in order to make sense of the word, and just as we
need to read all the words in a sentence in order to make
sense of a sentence, similarly, we need to read and grasp

each paragraph of a passage to get the true meaning of the
entire passage.

Comprehending individual paragraphs without linking
them, often leaves us with an incomplete idea structure.
Seen from the author’s point of view, the writing process as
described earlier, is: he/she formulates the main idea in his
mind and then breaks it down into its component parts.
Each component part is then normally put into separate
paragraphs and the supporting details filled in to complete
the passage.

Dimension Two (B): Identifying Implied Main
Ideas

Many a times, the main idea may not be expressed inside
one sentence. In such cases, authors typically imply or
suggest a main idea without actually stating it clearly in one
sentence. In such cases, the reader needs to be able to figure
out the main idea by stringing together multiple statements
giving the idea. Even in such cases, the main idea will be
got by the answer to the question:

What is the main point that the author is trying to make
in the paragraph? The only difference will be that the
answer to the question will not be found in one or more
idea sentences.

In fact, it will not be stated anywhere in the paragraph.
In such cases, the main idea gets identified by the fact that
most of the supporting details will be pointing towards the
implied main idea. The student is encouraged to locate and
experience such situations in his/her normal reading
exercises.

BETTER LUNDERSTANDING

In the following paragraphs, identify the topic
and the idea.
1. Even by the standards of ASEAN, it was a
dismal performance. The leaders of the other
nine members of the Association of South-East

FOR YOUR

Asian Nations used their summit in Bali this week to
ladle praise on Myanmar for its “positive” and
“pragmatic” recent policies. These, it appeared,
meant the transfer of Myanmar’s most famous
citizen, the Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, from
prison to house arrest, and the publication of a “road
map” for democracy. Since a return to democracy



has been promised by Myanmar’s current junta ever
since it took power in 1988, and since Miss Suu Kyi
won an election in 1990 that has never been
recognised, the Myanmar map looks as forlorn as the
Middle Eastern one.

The disgraceful treatment meted out to Miss Suu
Kyi is only the most obvious outrage committed by
South-East Asia’s most repressive and incompetent
government. The generals do not just imprison thou-
sands of political prisoners: they have turned their
country into a place where life expectancy has col-
lapsed to around 55, and growth has vanished. The
World Health Organisation ranks the efficacy of
Myanmar’s health system at 190 out of 191 nations.

Topic :

Main Idea :

. In Pakistan—they are katchi abadis, in Cuba—focos
isalubres, in India—bustees and in Brazil—favelas.
Whatever the local name of slums, there are a lot of
them and they are growing fast. A new report, “The
Habitat,” by the United Nations agency responsible
for “human settlements”, says that in 2001, just un-
der a billion people were living in slums—about a
third of the world’s city dwellers. In the last decade,
urban populations in less developed regions in-
creased by a third. On present trends, says the UN
report, 2 billion people could be living in slums by
2030.

In Africa, many parts of the middle East, Latin
America and Asia, migrants are leaving farm land
which is unable to support them, and arriving in cit-
ies which are unprepared to deal with them. This has
been a long term trend, and is unlikely to abate no
matter how awful the slums become. In 1800, only
2% of the world’s population was urbanized; by
2008, more than half of the world will be. Because
such migration is so predictable, and long estab-
lished, it might seem surprising that many govern-
ments are ill-equipped for it. But there is little new
in that either: the now—rich countries fared just as
badly when their cities first began to grow rapidly.
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Topic :

Main ldea :

3. The main factor in the California recall election is

the economically underestimated effect of charisma,
or rather Governor Grey Devis’s utter lack of it. No
one can calculate the cost of having uninspiring lead-
ers but we would do well to consider past Ameri-
can presidents.

America struggled in the Depression, but eventu-
ally rebounded under brilliant Franklin Roosevelt, in
spite of the war. We boomed under the spell of dash-
ing young John Kennedy and declined under smart-
but-creepy Richard Nixon and dull Gerald Ford. We
muddled along under earnest Jimmy Carter and boomed,
after a rough start, under ebullient Ronald Reagan.
We fell into recession under the often-unintelligible
George Bush senior and then boomed under charm-
ing Bill Clinton, before declining once again under
plain-spoken George Bush junior. Mr. Davis’s prob-
lem is that he is perceived not only as ineffectual but
insipid; a bad combination for any leader.

Topic :

Main Idea :

. Pre-Election budgets are not what they used to be.

Once upon a time, governments could be relied on to
ply the electorate with extravagant giveaways in the
run-up to polling day. But today’s voters are an
edgeable-lot, so a more subtle approach is required.
Gordon Brown’s second pre-election budget, like his
first, avoided traditional tax bribes to the electorate
as a whole. Instead, Britain’s chancellor opted for a
selection of sweeteners, carefully directed at vital
electoral target groups such as pensioners, poorer
families and aspiring home-buyers.

But the similarity between the two budgets ends
there. In 2001, the public finances were exceeding
healthy. Including measures announced in his pre-
budget report, Mr. Brown was able to give away £8
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billion ($12billion) in the fiscal year ahead while
still forecasting a comfortable surplus. In this bud-
get, Mr. Brown was in a much weaker position. Even
the wee sweeties he handed out were far too much,
bearing in mind how bad the figures now look.

Topic :

Main Idea :

. The World Bank is the world’s biggest development
agency—a sprawling bureaucracy that is extremely
difficult to run well. Its leader needs to know about
development, be able to articulate a workable vision
and be a good manager. Mr. Wolfowitz scores pass-
ably on two counts. He is not an economist or a
banker, but has first-hand experience of developing
countries. He has public-sector management experi-
ence—not least as number two at the Pentagon, al-
though the bungling in Iraq raises questions about
just how good his management skills are.

The biggest concern is that Mr. Wolfowitz is an
idealist some would say a Utopian, whose career has
been guided by zeal to bring democracy to the
world—regardless of what the world might make of
that ambition. Thus far,—Mr. Wolfowitz has focused
on the relationship between democracy and security,
but his belief in the power of democracy will surely
colour his views of economic development as well.

Topic :

Main Idea :

. If one considers how Nigeria has handled its oil rev-
enues over the past 30 years, its quest for debt relief
seems laughable. Its oil wells have yielded hundreds
of billions of dollars, which its politicians have
largely stolen or squandered. Nigeria is scarcely less
poor than before its oil boom began. And, since suc-
cessive governments borrowed against future oil re-
ceipts and wasted that money too, the country is
saddled with some $34 billion in foreign debt. Such
a record suggests that extra cash freed up by debt
relief would be frittered away.

But look at the past year and a half, and a different
picture emerges. A new economic team, led by the
finance minister, a former World Bank Director
called Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, has made strenuous
efforts to impose discipline. Recent high oil prices
have generated an unexpected revenue surplus,
which previous Nigerian governments would have
spent. This one has saved it, on the wise assumption
that prices will eventually fall. The federal govern-
ment has also cajoled Nigeria’s 36 states to save their
share of the windfall. This is unprecedented. State
governments are powerful, jealous of their preroga-
tives and often the kind of folk who, ahem, are glad
that a governorship confers immunity from prosecu-
tion.

Topic :

Main Ildea :

. Will China and Russia be the new Axis of Oil? Sup-

ply and demand trends, plus this week’s surprise
from the OPEC cartel, suggest that these emerging
giants may yet up-end energy market.

With oil prices above $30 a barrel, OPEC was not
expected to cut output quotas at its meeting in Alge-
ria this week, merely to clamp down on quota bust-
ing, which adds some 1.5m barrels per day (bpd) to
official quotas of 24.5m bpd. But, on February 10,
it agreed to cut quotas by 1m bpd from April.

Why? “The second quarter is a bad quarter,” ex-
plained one oil minister. He was talking of the risk of
price collapse as the northern-hemisphere winter
(when demand peaks) gives way to warmer spring
(when oil use declines). Yet, OPEC may be playing
with fire. Edward Morse of HETCO, an energy
trader, points out that inventories are currently un-
usually low. Even if OPEC cuts output by half of
what it threatens, he says, there may still be sharp
price spikes: “There’s no cushion left.”

Topic :

Main ldea :




8. There are now, according to Ben Bradshaw, a farm-

ing minister, about 1.5m deer roaming Britain—more
than at any time since the last Ice Age. One reason
is milder weather. Another is that farmers increas-
ingly sow grain and rape seed in autumn rather than
spring, because crops grow more vigorously in
spring and so produce better yields. That provides
fodder for deer in winter. At last, it seems, an agri-
cultural technique which improves farmers’ profits
and boosts wildlife.

Not quite. Autumn planting may help see deer
through hard times. But it is also blamed for a de-
cline in numbers of certain bird species.

Graham Appleton, of the British Trust for Orni-
thology, says that autumn and winter planting means
less grain lying around fields in winter. Naturalists
think that may explain why corn bunting numbers
are down by 41% since 1994, grey partridge by 18%
and yellowhammer by 13%. Autumn-seeded crops
also grow all too quickly for field nesters such as
skylarks (down 14%).

Topic :

Main Idea :

. The poison pill is one of the most egregious crea-
tures of American corporate law. It exists to stop
shareholders enjoying their full ownership right by
threatening, if triggered, to dilute the value of those
shares in certain circumstances by a firm’s board.
They first caught on in the 1980s, when boards
used them to deter hostile takeover bids—hostile
atleast, to the board, though not necessarily to share-
holders.

How strange, then, to find a poison pill being used
(seemingly) in a good cause, against somebody who
has (apparently) given many shareholders a lousy
deal. This is the latest twist in the remarkable affair
involving Hollinger International, a newspaper
group, and its long time controlling owner, Conrad
Black. This week, Hollinger International board
launched a campaign, including the creation of a
poison pill, to stop Lord Black selling control of the
firm to wealthy Barclay brothers.
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Topic :

Main ldea :

10. A new computer virus, the fastest spreading ever,

was this week making the rounds among unprotected
computers running on Microsoft Windows. Such in-
cidents of online vandalism by what are often pre-
sumed to be geeky teenage hackers are, sadly, rou-
tine. But this virus, called MyDoom by some and
Novarg by others, seems to be of a different nature—
conpriratorial and political. That is because its main
feature, besides humiliating Microsoft, is to turn in-
fected machines into weapons against a controversial
company called SCO.

SCO, a tiny software firm in Utah, and Microsoft,
the world’s largest software firm, have only one thing
in common. Both are passionately hated by “open-
source” software programmers, who typically be-
lieve that computer code should be freely shared in-
stead of sold as property. Microsoft is hated chiefly
because it represents the opposite model, proprietary
software, and because its operating system, Win-
dows, is the main rival to Linux, the best-known
open-source software today.

Topic :

Main Idea :

I. Topic : Myanmar’s failure in ASEAN
Main Idea Sentence : Even by.... recent
policies (First two sentences)

2. Topic ; Spiraling Slums

Main Idea: Whatever the local name of slums, there

are a lot of them and they are growing fast.
3. Topic : Economic effects of Inappropriate Leadership

Main Idea : No one can calculate the cost of having
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uninspiring leaders but we would do well to consider
past American presidents.
4. Topic : Gordon Brown Pre-Election Budget
Main ldea : Gordon Brown’s second pre-election
budget, like his first, avoided traditional tax bribes to
the electorate as a whole.
5. Topic : Mr. Wolfowitz’s Selection as World Bank
chief
Main Idea : Its leader needs to know about develop-
ment, be able to articulate a workable vision and be
a good manager.
6. Topic : Nigeria's changing face
Main ldea : A new economic team, led by the finance
minister, a former World Bank Director called Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala, has made strenuous efforts to impose
discipline.
7. Topic : A surprise cut in oil supplies.
Main Idea : Price collapse as the northern-hemisphere
winter (when demand peaks) gives way to warmer
spring (when oil use declines).
8. Topic : Deer Oh! Dear
Main Idea : Farmers increasingly sow grain and rape
seed in autumn rather than spring, because crops
grow more vigorously in spring and so produce bet-
ter yields. That provides fodder for deer in winter.
9. Topic : A new use for the poison pill
Main Idea : 1t exists to stop shareholders enjoying
their full ownership right by threatening, if triggered,
to dilute the value of those shares in certain circum-
stances, by a firm’s board.
10. Topic : Computer security
Main Idea : This virus, called My Doom, seems to be
of a different nature—conspritorial and political.
That is because its main feature, besides humiliating
Microsoft, is to turn infected machines into weapons
against a controversial company called SCO.

Now we will graduate from Understanding Paragraphs
to Understanding Passages

Dimension Two (C): Identifying Central Points

A passage is a series of paragraphs connected to each other
through a logical idea flow. Each paragraph has its own
main idea. However, when the ideas of each of the
paragraphs are connected to each other, one idea stands out
as it is surrounded and supported by all the ideas of the
passage. Besides, it will also be supported by the details

throughout the passage. Such an idea, then, is called the
central idea or the central point of the passage.

Tbe Cream Df tbe Piece
Eome useful questions that need to be answered in
order to determine the central point of the passage are:
“What is the idea that the author is consistently referring
to throughout the passage?”
“With what point are all the ideas in the passage
connected to?"

“What central idea is supported by all the supporting
details in the entire passage?”

The answer to one or more of these questions will help
you to identify the central point of the passage.

Being able to identify the central point is a critical skill
in the development of RC skills. The student should
concentrate on honing this skill through his/her reading
exercises. We have demonstrated this skill as applied to
actual CAT passages in the detailed solved CAT passages at
the end of this chapter.

Dimension Three: Ability to Predict and
Identify Supporting Details

Supporting details are generally in the form of illustrations,
reasons, factual evidences, examples, etc. that explain a
main idea.

Since supporting details are always supportive of the
main idea, developing the skill to predict, an oncoming
supporting detail, or to identify the supporting detail when
you see one is closely related to the ability to identify main
ideas—something we saw in detail in the previous Dimen-
sion.

Let us look closely at some of the ways of putting in
supporting details.

1. Supporting Details as Examples Read the follow-
ing extract, where the supporting details appear as ex-
amples.

@ Some decisions will be fairly obvious—“no-brainers.”
Your bank account is low, but you have a two week vaca-
tion coming up and you want to get away to some place
warm to relax with your family. Will you accept your in-
laws’ offer to free use of their Florida beachfront condo?
Sure. You like your employer and feel ready to move for-
ward in your career. Will you step in for your boss for three
weeks while she attends a professional development
course? Of course!



