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PREFACE

Every year, the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) conducts the
Civil Services Examination (CSE) to recruit for various Civil Services of
the Government of Indiq, including the Indian Administrative Service
(IAS), Indian Foreign Service (IFS), and Indian Police Service (IPS) and
other Central Services.

One of the most difficult exams in the world, it aims to select the best of
the best through a rigorous testing process. Consequently, it becomes
challenging for the candidates to prepare for the exam because the
previous year's papers and guidance are not readily available.

Therefore, we at Unacademy have designed this topic-wise UPSC
Mains questions featured in the last decade (2013-2023).

While due care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the preparation
of this book. Nonetheless, if there are any corrections, feedback or
suggestions, email us at learnersupport.upsc@unacademy.com.
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&
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Unacademy Unacademy

s://t.me/OTT_IAS (Type this name exactly to get free PCB




Table of Contents

Essays of last 31 years (1993-2023) in UPSC Civil Services IAS/IPS Exam
1. Syllabus of Essay Paper in UPSC

India: Democracy, Administration, Society and Culture

Economy and Development

Education

Quote Based, Philosophy and Ethics

Women Empowerment

International Issues, Internal Security and History

Science and Technology

© ® N o 0o & W D

Appendix: Linear Paper of UPSC Essay 2023

10. Appendix: Free Lecture and Powerpoint on Model Answers

GSM1: Topic Wise - History, Geography and Society
1. GSM1: Subject Wise Trend Analysis

Appendix: Linear Paper of 2023-GSM1

2. General Studies Paper 1: Syllabus
3. History

4. Society

5. Geography

6.

7.

Appendix: Free Lecture and Powerpoint on Model Answers

GSM2: Topic Wise - Polity, Social Schemes, Governance and IR
1. GSM2 : Subject Wise Trend Analysis

General Studies Paper 2: Syllabus

Polity

Welfare Schemes & Policies for Sectors, Services Since New Syllabus

2.
3
4
5. Governance & Civil Society
6. IR Diplomacy

7. Appendix: Linear Paper of 2023-GSM2
8

Appendix: Free Lecture and Powerpoint on Model Answers

Table of Contents

unacademy.,com | Download the Unacademy app
Give your feedback here: Link

10
12
13
16
17
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
33
40
47
49

52
53
54
55
66
73
77
83
85




GSM3: Topic Wise - Economy, Agriculture, Environment, Science and Technology 87

1.

® N o o kb

GSM3 : Subject Wise Trend Analysis

General Studies Paper 3: Syllabus

Economy, Investment and Infrastructure
Agriculture

Disasters, Environment, Science and Technonogy
Internal Security

Appendix: Linear Paper of 2023-GSM3

Appendix: Free Lecture and Powerpoint on Model Answers

GSM4: Topic Wise - Ethics

1.

© © N @ U s W N

GSM4: Subject Wise Trend Analysis
General Studies Paper 4: Syllabus
Ethics Basics, Thinkers and EQ
Surroundings

Jobs

Public Organizations

International Relations (IR)

Private Organizations and CSR
Appendix: Linear Paper of 2023-GSM4

10. Appendix: Free Lecture and Powerpoint on Model Answers

https: thl%%?gﬁmYAcé)WJpe?I |Ql | tQ)% tnﬁaoa

Give your feedback her nk

myee%BlZ

88
89
90
96
101
110
7
119

121
122
123
124
130
136
155
178
180
191
198

Table of Contents



Mains Examination Pattern and Syllabus

If a candidate successfully completes the Preliminary Examination stage, the next
step is to appear for the Mains Examination. There are a total of nine papers in the

Mains
Examination

|
.
|
|

Paper |
ESSAY

» Duration: 3 hours

* Maximum marks: 250

Paper Il
GENERAL STUDIES — |

» Duration: 3 hours
* Maximum marks: 250
+ Indian Heritage and Culture, History and

Geography of the World and Society

Paper Il
GENERAL STUDIES — Il

* Duration: 3 hours
* Maximum marks: 250
+ Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social

Justice and International Relations

Paper IV
GENERAL STUDIES — Il

+ Duration: 3 hours
* Maximum marks: 250
« Technology, Economic Development, Biodiversity,

Environment, Security and Disaster Management

Paper V

GENERAL STUDIES — IV
» Duration: 3 hours
* Maximum marks: 250

« Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude

®*--------9

Mains Test, seven of which are merit-based and two of which are qualifying.

Paper Vi
OPTIONAL SUBJECT — PAPER |

» Duration: 3 hours

* Maximum marks: 250

Paper VII
OPTIONAL SUBJECT — PAPER Il

» Duration: 3 hours

* Maximum marks: 250

Qualifying
Papers

°
°

Paper A

INDIAN LANGUAGE*
* Minimum qualifying requirement: 25%
* Duration: 3 hours

* Maximum marks: 300

Paper B

ENGLISH
* Minimum qualifying requirement: 25%
+ Duration: 3 hours

* Maximum marks: 300

*The Indian Language Paper will not be compulsory for candidates hailing from the states of Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and Sikkim.
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UPSC CSE Mains Cut-off Trend

Mains General EWS PH (Vari.ous Total
categories) \ETG
2023 741 706 712 694 692 396-718 1750
2022 745 715 714 699 706 351-706 1750
2021 745 713 707 700 700 388-712 1750
2020 736 687 698 680 682 300-699 1750
2019 751 696 718 706 699 374-698 1750
2018 74 N/A 732 719 719 460-711 1750
2017 809 N/A 770 756 749 578 -734 1750
2016 787 N/A 745 739 730 545-740 1750
2015 676 N/A 630 622 617 504-627 1750
2014 678 N/A 631 631 619 449-609 1750
2013 564 N/A 534 518 510 410-510 1750

UPSC CSE Mains Cut-off Trend
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Essays of last 31 years
(1993-2023) in UPSC Civil
Services IAS/IPS Exam



1 Syllabus of Essay Paper in UPSC

Essays of last 31 years (1993-2023) in UPSC

®* In the UPSC mains examination, the essay paper is worth 250 marks.
e Candidates may be required to write essays on multiple topics.

e They will be expected to keep closely to the subject of the essay to arrange their ideas in
orderly fashion, and to write concisely.

e Credit will be given for effective and exact expression.

® Here are the topic wise questions from the earlier years for the benefit of civil service IAS
IPS aspirants.
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2 India: Democracy, Administration,

Society and Culture

1.1 India Since Independence

1.

2.

N o o s

-

Dreams which should not let India sleep. (F94 St YRd &I G & o1 A1fgq) - 2015

Is the Colonial mentality hindering India’s Success? (a1 iufafRies AMTEHT TRA P Gherdl & a19e §2) -
2013

In the context of Gandhiji’s views on the matter, explore, on an evolutionary scale, the terms
‘Swadhinata’, ‘Swaraj’ and ‘Dharmarajya’. Critically comment on their contemporary relevance

to Indian democracy (A B 7Tidisht & faarl & e #, fasmard T9m W, ‘@redr, WSt iR 'aiisy’ g} &l gar
T | TR Alehdd & felq ITehl A TfTTehar U STTeraHTes ewolt #?) - 2012

How far has democracy in India delivered the goods? (WRa H wiieea 3 et gT e AT Ugaman &2) - 2003
What have we gained from our democratic set-up? (g9 3194 cliehdiferes ad & o Ifdel fhar €2) - 2001
Why should we be proud of being Indians? (g8 9Rd™ g W 714 41 g1 @1fgq?) - 2000

What we have not learnt during fifty years of independence. (3TSTTE! & UaTg GTell | gH &I gl | 1)
- 1997

Whither Indian democracy? (F&f YR dieaa?) - 1995
My vision of India in 2001 A.D. (2001 H ¥Rd & aR & # effaivr) -1993

1.2 Federalism and Decentralization

1.

Impact of the new economic measures on fiscal ties between the union and states in India.

(TR B G 31 T & o ToiepIg Geet W Y i Ul w1 ge9E () - 2017
Water disputes between States in federal India. (€9 ¥Rd & T4l & &9 51 faarg 1) - 2016

Cooperative federalism : Myth or reality. (SR &9arg: fHye a1 arafeed 1) - 2016

Creation of smaller states and the consequent administrative, economic and developmental

implication. (S =gt @ fAafor 3fik uRomdt v=mafies, enfde 3k faewmres fAfgard 1) - 2011

Evaluation of panchayati raj system in India from the point of view of eradication of power to
people. (YRA H YR IST HGRIT 1 Hedid AN ol Tl & sHed wl g8 d1) - 2007

Water resources should be under the control of the central government. (S H194 g TFR &
o 5 gia =gy l) - 2004

The language problem in India: its past, present and prospects. (3%d H T ot GHET: ST ST, TIH
3R 3TEg 1) - 1998

1.3 Administration

1.
2.
3.

There are better practices to “best practices”. ("garad et & fou s v 1) - 2021
How should a civil servant conduct himself? (Te fafae g ot 9T SR &8 &1 =@1gq?) - 2003
The country’s need for a better disaster management system. (3% @l T& g 3MUGI & YUlTelt ot

India: Democracy, Administration, Society and Culture
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N o s

SERa g 1) - 2000

The VIP cult is a bane of Indian democracy. (Stemgdt o wRdT eerdd & fg A= g 1) - 1996

Need for transparency in public administration. (ciie TemE & URGfRidT &t eawadr ) - 1996
Politics without ethics is a disaster. (AT 3 a7 Torifd T 2T R 1) - 1995

Politics, Bureaucracy and Business — Fatal Triangle. (ISTiifd, ememe! 3 TR - °1ae favst 1) - 1994

1.4 Judiciary

1.

o & w DN

We may brave human laws but cannot resist natural laws. (gF Aa ! I SR & HlEe w T &
ifere Tepfcies I ol faly el e dand 1) - 2017

Justice must reach the poor. (Fifdl e =1 gg=1 =1fgq 1) - 2005

Judicial activism and Indian democracy. (=13 dfshadr iR YRdtg dAidaa 1) - 2004

The misinterpretation and misuse of freedom in India. (YR & T 3t TTefd AT 3R gETANT 1) - 1998
Judicial activism. (=¥ afsraari) - 1997

1.5 Poverty And Social Justice

1.

A society that has more justice is a society that needs less charity. (Ga@gm s # sfds =ragarg 3
THT S &1 g1 Al A Evgsar gl at g 1) - 2023

There can be no social justice without economic prosperity but economic prosperity without
social justice is meaningless. (faaT anf¥e Tnfg & S = 7€ & o, fheg famT amfSies =g & enfie gy
fRI&21) - 2020

Neglect of primary health care and education in India are reasons for its backwardness. (9Ra &
TTfHe W@ @y 3fR e 6t Suen sq fiosua e erurg 1) - 2019

Poverty anywhere is a threat to prosperity everywhere. (&gl *ft Tt g2 Sv1g @9fg & g @awr g1) - 2018

The focus of health care is increasingly getting skewed towards the ‘haves’ of our society. (&&a

AT T ST ol § AR THIST & 'Gud’ &l 3R o1 @ s @rg 1) - 2009

Food security for sustainable national development. (Fad g faemre o ferg @y gram [ad AgH fawe &
ferg @ Reg 1) - 2005

Reservation, politics and empowerment. (3TR&T, T &R tfSeriar|) - 1999

1.6 Indian Society, Culture and Values

1.

2.

Culture is what we are, civilization is what we have. (S g4 8, 98 T&R; Sil gAR UE §, 9g @3 1) - 2020

From traditional Indian philanthropy to the gates-buffet model-a natural progression or a
paradigm shift? (IRIRE IR RIUSR & Ted-Tt Aisd da- T (e S a1 G UfaaH dgaEa?) - 2010

Indian culture today: a myth or a reality? (¥R S&id 37T Ue fAee a1 Ue arifaadr?) - 2000

Modernism and our traditional socio-ethical values. (3mgfierarg 37X gAR aRufRe HrHTfoie-fdd e 1) -
2000

India: Democracy, Administration, Society and Culture
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5. The composite culture of India. (vRa &I fafsa el 1) - 1998
6. New cults and godmen: a threat to traditional religion. (77 ¥ 3fiR 3gdT: IRURe 98 & fAq @awr 1) - 1996
7. The Indian society at the crossroads. (YR THST IR T 1) - 1994

1.7 Media, TV, Cinema and Literature

1. Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world. (&3 ¥8R & sFfigd s @ fGamw ga € 1) - 2022

2. Biased media is a real threat to Indian democracy. (J&uwi Hifear TR dddd o el T arsafas @ad
g1) - 2019

3. Is sting operation an invasion on privacy? (a1 f& o= fAsiar R gaan 82) - 2014

4. Does Indian cinema shape our popular culture or merely reflect it? (1 YR f&wm T gAR A
TR I SRR ST § AT hael 38 gRTT 8¢) - 2011

5. Role of media in good governance. (g=m&4 # #ifean &t vfHa 1) - 2008

6. How has satellite television brought about cultural change in Indian mindsets? (§2age efifas 4
R AT & Gieghfde afiade &8 @@ g?) - 2007

7. Responsibility of media in a democracy. (died & Hifear & fSgR) - 2002
8. Mass media and cultural invasion. (A& #ifear $TR Hiwmaes SmHAT ) -1999

Wunacademy
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3 Economy and Development

21 Growth vs Development

1.

Digital economy: A leveller or a source of economic inequality. (RfSea srferaer: ©s gade a1 anfde
SEAAA A A ) - 2016

Innovation is the key determinant of economic growth and social welfare. (FamR &nfie fawm &

QAT FedToT &1 Wi FHaRE g 1) - 2016

Near jobless growth in India: An anomaly or an outcome of economic reforms. (YRd & @7

ISR faehmar: Te fagmfer o anféies g 1 ufomm 1) - 2016
Crisis faced in India - moral or economic. (WRd H ¥ee @l GHAT &1 8T - Afde a1 319 ) - 2015
Can capitalism bring inclusive growth? (a1 dsitarg gaTesit e o gear 82) - 2015

Was it the policy paralysis or the paralysis of implementation which slowed the growth of our

country? (T g T GETETd T A1 BT P GETH S gAR 39 & [Gohrg ot i o g ar?) - 2014

GDP (Gross Domestic Product) along with GDH (Gross Domestic Happiness) would be the right
indices for judging the wellbeing of a country. (St (Fee O¥] IG) & TTY ST (Tehel °9Xe] GRIT) fomet
T Y WATE T STehel B o (ol Tt Gepdab giil 1) - 2013

Resource management in the Indian context. (Ria G5 & G@Ie= vare 1) - 1999

Economic growth without distributive justice is bound to breed violence. (fdaRomers = & famn
anfeies fome G e ST e & felgar 2 1) - 1993

2.2 Environment vs Development

1.

Forests are the best case studies for economic excellence. (3% ¥9fg g1f¥e w2 & Ame & = garaw
yfaAF g l) - 2022

Alternative technologies for a climate change resilient India. (T Stefar URad= erdie W & o denfeies
TeiffRai1) - 2018

Should a moratorium be imposed on all fresh mining in tribal areas of the country? (3%
anfeardt el & gt 9 @A W= Ak &7 & ST =nfgu?) - 2010
Urbanisation and its hazards. (Igde=ur 3iR g8 @a¥ 1) - 2008

Protection of ecology and environment is essential for sustained economic development. (Fdd

anfeen fqepre & g aiRkf@fdeht 3k wataror & &g smawgs 2 1) - 2006
Urbanization is a blessing in disguise. (g 99§ U aigH g 1) - 1997

Ecological considerations need not hamper development. (uife@fds faart & faemg & s sem &
MRS e g 1) - 1993

2.3 Multi National Companies (MNCs)

1.

Is the criticism that the ‘Public-Private-Partnership’ (PPP) model for development is more of a

Economy and Development
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bane than a boon in the Indian context, justified? (= faw™ % fay ‘ufeies-UTgde-urd=iRig’ (ddidt) Afee &t
ST YR Tl # U aigM @ Sa1g) 3fEd 2) - 2012
2. Special economic zone: boon or bane. (&= anfde &a: axgM ar 9@ - 2008

3. Globalization would finish small-scale industries in India. (32T YT & &Y IR Bl FHATG F M) -
2006

4. Multinational corporations — saviours or saboteurs. (a@gﬁwﬁm - IgRel a1 AIShig dd arel |) - 1994

2.4 Sectors of Economy

1. Farming has lost the ability to be a source of subsistence for majority of farmers in India. (@t
aRA H A ot & ferg fate & & a9 &t errar @ g g 1) - 2017

2. Tourism: Can this be the next big thing for India? (qde: T 9% 9Rd & AT 3Tl a<t a1q & e 82) - 2014

3. Are our traditional handicrafts doomed to a slow death? (a1 gAR URuRe g&ifRied it Jia & fay saig
2?) - 2009

4. BPO boom in India. (YRa A ddtet g\ 1) - 2007

Economy and Development 1
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4 Education

3.1 Values in Education

Destiny of a nation is shaped in its classrooms. (&t wg & frafd sudht wamei A q@ et g1) - 2017

Education without values, as useful as it is, seems rather to make a man more clever devil. (Hjéﬁ

3 fo R, St Suainht €, ag 7 @l 31fee IR Sa s & s it g 1) - 2015

Are the standardized tests good measure of academic ability or progress? (a1 A Tdeor
STRIGHeh & 91 W &1 37T A1 8¢) - 2014

Is an egalitarian society possible by educating the masses? (a1 ST &t Rifgd w7 T THAFES FHNST
g9ag?) - 2008

Independent thinking should be encouraged right form the childhood. (399 @ g @dd 9/ & HiedTed
fRar ST ARy 1) - 2007

What is real education? (ardfae foign = @?) - 2005
Irrelevance of the classroom. (@& &t mwm@fiear|) - 2001

Is the growing level of competition good for the youth? (a1 ufeasl %1 sear &R garsti & forg st 8?) -
2014

Literacy is growing very fast, but there is no corresponding growth in education. (H&Rar agd dsit

T g T &, Ak Rieq & g ae afg T e W€ 1) - 1996

3.2 Scheme Implementation

1.

Neglect of primary health care and education in India are reasons for its backwardness. (9Ra &

Tt @red SEITd 3R Rign & 3uar su% Ussua e aru g 1) - 2019

“Education for all” campaign in India: myth or reality. (s7a & "geft & ferg fRien” eiferar: fireres a1 areafaesar 1)
- 2006

Restructuring of Indian education system. (3R fRref yomedt &1 gte 1) - 1995

3.3 Higher Education

1.

Privatization of higher education in India. (¥R & 3= fRen @1 fAsiiawor|) - 2002

2. Credit - based higher education system - status, opportunities and challenges. (#fee snuia 3=

e womet - fRIfd, staer ofk gHifaat 1) - 2011

Education
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5 Quote Based, Philosophy and Ethics

4.1 Values in Education

10.
1.

12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

A smile is the chosen vehicle for all ambiguities. (g g & folg Teree & il e l) - 2022

Philosophy of wantlessness is a Utopian, while materialism is a chimera. (37919 1 3 T @y &,
Stafes Hifderarg T sear 21) - 2021

Your perception of me is a reflection of you; my reaction to you is an awareness of me. (RRaR H

TR RO qRRT i &; e1mues wid At ufifshan R aR & Srmeaar g1) - 2021
Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication. (S¥ear awd UReoIg1) - 2020

Ships don't sink because of water around them ships sink because of water that gets into
them. (STeret 37197 I X o U & aoTg & 8| a1 ed, STgTsT Ut & 3ige GHI S fl asg d gaar g 1) - 2020

Life is a long journey between being human and being humane. (R g SR HI-d S & St &l ol
g G Siiaagl) - 2020

Values are not what humanity is, but what humanity ought to be. (J¢& ag 7& & St Hi-iaan €, afess ag &
ST HedT gt @nfgq 1) - 2019

Best for an individual is not necessarily best for the society. (& 7€ f& Ua =afad & foig ga9ig gure &
foq wed er18I1) - 2019

Courage to accept and dedication to improve are two keys to success. (WHR H &l Hgd 3R IR
3 forg edor ger &t g et €1) - 2019

Wisdom finds truth. (I g@® @< &1) - 2019

A people that values its privileges above its principles loses both. (St @ 3+ faRmwIfeeRT @ 36
gl A sR Aga 3a ¢, agi s @ aa 1) - 2018

Customary morality cannot be a guide to modem file. (WaTTd Afderar AeH Wigd % foIg ANTgEH &l & Hahel!
21) - 2018

Need brings greed, if greed increases it spoils breed. (3awadsdr a1 @l €, 3 e Tgar g o &t fammesan
g1) - 2016

Character of an institution is reflected in its leader. (foeh g @ aite 36& Fa1 & Raf@a g g 1) - 2015
With greater power comes greater responsibility. (21f¥e wfe & qrer aifdes et et g 1) - 2014
Words are sharper than the two-edged sword. (¥ it qeaR T f AT g g 1) - 2014

Attitude makes, habit makes character and character makes a man. (3891 ST &, 31gd TR ST &
3R gie gt s @ 1) - 2007

He would reigns within himself and folds his passions and desires and fears is more than a

King. (I 31ae 7 T3 HAT 37 37 T TR Fes13ii &l Hie 7N 3R 99 Ueh T § ¥ & 1) - 1993

4.2 Knowledge

1.

Thinking is like a game, it does not begin unless there is an opposite team. (H T T @el &l a7 &,
g 79 I & eI ol 1 ¢ ST Ik foh Ueh AU d ST W/ TR 1) - 2023

Quote Based, Philosophy and Ethics
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Mathematics is the music of reason. (MA@ TAH TR TR1) - 2023
The real is rational and the rational is real. (arfae® q&aia g 3R deava arcas g 1) - 2021
Mindful manifesto is the catalyst to a tranquil self. (fGaRUes Gohea @4 & AidEOd @A AT IERF ¢ ) - 2020

‘“The past’ is a permanent dimension of human consciousness and values. ('3¥did’ AMa IqAT 3fR geat
& U =TT S 2 1) - 2018

A good life is one inspired by love and guided by knowledge. (T& 3T Sita 01 @ Ufika 3Tk 19 g1 FgfRia
gargl) - 2018

There is nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it so. (37T a1 g0 %o W T8 g, Afd dra &l
@ aAdt 2 1) - 2003

Disinterested intellectual curiosity is the lifeblood of civilisation. (35 sifge fSgmar gwgar &

Shemgifamt g 1) - 1995

4.3 Compassion

1.

H WD

Joy is the simplest form of gratitude. (31 Fasial & Tad WA €T 1) - 2017

Compassion is the basic of all morality of the world. (&%om gf<ar & gt A wr g € 1) - 1993
Lending hands to someone is better than giving a dole. (fFdt H g YR M EA ST T =T 1) - 2015

Be the change you want to see in others (Gandhi). (95 at ageTa S STt 3179 gadt # (el = =rgd & 1)
- 2013

4.4 Truth and Reality

1.

Just because you have a choice, it does not mean that any of them has to be right. (%aa ggferg
fo 319es uTy faeey ¢, 59 I8 o1d @qify 78! ¢ fob 378 & fodt &t oft St 2T @ 2 1) - 2022

Reality does not conform to the ideal, but confirms it. (arafdear e & 1TET Ll 8, Afch gqeh gfS welt
21) - 2018

Search for truth can only be a spiritual problem. (8 &t @It Shae U Meafas FRETZ Tddl g 1) - 2002
Truth is lived, not taught. (g fSrar st €, faemar <€ s 1) - 1996
When money speaks, the truth is silent. (S5 GaT e g N FT @HERZ @S 1) - 1995

4.5 Youth and Discipline

1.

The time to repair the roof is when the sun is shining. (WR F#d &%= o THT a4 g €, 519 U el g8
g) - 2022

You cannot step twice in the same river. (319 3&t 4} & g g SR T 1) - 2022
Discipline means success, anarchy means ruin. (RITE T 3714 § HWherdT, 3RTSTdhdl &1 374 g saigt ) - 2008

Youth is a blunder, manhood a struggle, old age a regret (Ja Ua 3al &, AgH 1 U G99 &, TETT U STHad
21) - 1994

If youth knew, if age could. (7R ga1 S, 3R 39 & §ait ) - 2002

Quote Based, Philosophy and Ethics
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6. Youth culture today. (31 @t gaT &&Hfi 1) - 1999

7. Fifty Golds in Olympics: Can this be a reality for India? (sTeifUs & yerg @ol: @1 I8 9RA & g ©&
qreafaendT gl gt g2) - 2014

4.6 Towards Excellence

1. Visionary decision-making happens at the intersection of intuition and logic. (gggsf fAvig ast ferg
STd ¢ g 3R e & WER A glarg 1) - 2023

2. Not all who wander are lost. (Wead arad gt T @I 1) - 2023

3. Inspiration for creativity springs from the effort to look for the magical in the mundane.

(TTTTeRT 2ht TR 3TetfehehdT H THEHR ded o Uad | IuSiid g 1) - 2023

4. Girls are weighed down by restrictions, boys with demands - two equally harmful disciplines.
(ersfrat afmnt & quT eigdh STUET % S1eT Ial g3 Y &1 I € Gl ¢ UHH €9 § gieRe AaR g 1) - 2023

5. Education is what remains after one has forgotten what one has learned in - school. (Rignag 2

S fora o B fas o # it 72 a1 B et o o 9GS R @ STt | 1) - 2023

6. A ship in harbour is safe, but that is not what ship is for. (&~ s<TTe % *fax YIferd g &, IR 30
feg i ag @i ¢1) - 2022

7. Quick but steady wins the race. (@ afé fRR gl Saar g 1) - 2015

8. The paths of glory lead but to the grave. (Afga & Ari & Sid € A s ash 1) - 2002

9. The pursuit of excellence. (S@¥ar & @S 1) - 2001

10. Useless life is an early death. (wéﬁaﬂwuﬁﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁ%l) - 1994

11. Our deeds determine us, as much as we determine our deeds. (gAR &4 g 31 &l fAuiRa @ed €, fSamT
T 3T Al AuiRd & & 1) - 1995

Subjects for UPSC Prelims and Mains
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6 Women Empowerment

5.1 National Politics

1.

Greater political power alone will not improve women’s plight. (Fae st Tstifae e & € Afgenst &t
e A GUR G @ 1) - 1997
Women’s reservation bill would usher in empowerment for women in India. (Afge amReoT fages

TR H Afgemal & qRfaanor il FEaid UM 1) - 2006
The new emerging women power: the ground realities. (7 3%ReH g2 Afgen Wfert: SHIA ghled 1) - 1995

5.2 Quote Type

1.
2.
3.

Hand that rocks the cradle rules the world. (4re= @ fgam aren gra gfar R TS aar g 1) - 2021
If women ruled the world. (37R Afgemsii 9 gfar w— 7= fawar 1) - 2005
The hand that rocks the cradle. (a8 g S Ureiq &1 fgarar g 1) - 2005

5.3 Empowerment Overall

1.

o 0NN

Patriarchy is the least noticed yet the most significant structure of social inequality. (fiq-g= !
IET SR H TG B 3T I FTaSg TSI [TUHAT ht Fad THI @Xa g 1) - 2020

Fulfilment of ‘new woman’ in India is a myth. (YRd # 72 afger &I gfd & Byw g 1) - 2017
If development is not engendered, it is endangered. (37R fawE T gendi g @R # 1) - 2016
Whither women’s emancipation? (el a1 gfei?) - 2004

Empowerment alone cannot help our women. (Sdae TRifeiaor € gAR Afgenell 6t Agg el X gehar|) -
2001

Women empowerment: challenges and prospects. (Afgen gifaiaor: ghtfaar ik g9@ag 1) - 1999

5.4 Compared to Men

1.
2.
3.

16

Woman is god’s best creation. (A R A gam FRA g 1) - 1998
Men have failed: let women take over. (3%9 fawe g 7 §: AfgernsT & @ @@ 3 1) - 1993

Managing work and home - is the Indian working woman getting a fair deal ? (& 3R =R &l F&e
- T YRAG SRS Afgen @ 3R gigr fier w@rg?) - 2012

Women Empowerment
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7 International Issues, Internal Security

and History

6.1 Globalization

1.

South Asian societies are woven not around the state, but around their plural cultures and
plural identities. (gf&or qfRmarE Taret Tsa & 26-1g &l 7 S €, afeeh 3! aga gepfad! 31K Tget Ui & 35-111G g
Sagl) - 2019

Modernisation and Westernisation are not identical concepts. (3ngfdhiamor 3R uf Sieor ga Sraeron
TEE1) - 1994

‘Globalization’ vs. ‘Nationalism’. ('%WUT'W'WQHE' 1) - 2009

National identity and patriotism. (i@ ggam ik JRsifai 1) - 2008
Globalizations and its impact on Indian culture. (Ffieor 3R YRdIT Gpfd W 3@ w9 1) - 2004

The masks of new imperialism. (A7 gMHTgaTg & g@ie |) - 2003

As civilization advances culture declines. (S&-S& §9dT 3717 Seait § ¥&pid HgEaarg ) - 2003
The implications of globalization for India. (3R % e dsfie=or & fAfgared 1) - 2000
My vision of an ideal world order. (T& 21g¥! fag smaen il &4 &f¥ 1) - 2001

. India’s contribution to world wisdom. (f&% g9 & “Ra &1 GG 1) - 1998
. The world of the twenty-first century. (S&&at &6l i gFaT1) - 1998
. Preparedness of our society for India’s global leadership role. (¥rd & f%e Aqea JiFe 3 fog TR Torst

HJat) - 2010

6.2 International Organisations and Bilateral Relations

1.

o o k> W

Technology as the silent factor in international relations. (/RIS g€t # @9 & & w0 § Wi 1) -
2020

Has the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM) lost its relevance in a multipolar world? (a1 TefRug
arigrer (NAM) 3 sgydia fay & sroeit urafiear @i €t 82) - 2017

Restructuring of UNO reflect present realities. (JUAST &1 qHTe o arifadre & gRa g ) - 1996

The global order: Political and Economic. (3% sqaem: Tomifde 3k anfde 1) - 1993
India’s role in promoting ASEAN co-operation. (3fEaM TgdiTT &I Sedl g # 9Rd &t JHa 1) - 2004

Importance of Indo-US nuclear agreement. (HRd—dMRqolergHH%ﬁdao‘rHacq 1) - 2006

6.3 Security

1.

Management of Indian border dispute is a complex task. (R dir faarg @ uge= us sifed dI 2 1) -
2018

Inthe Indian context, both human intelligence and technicalintelligence are crucialin combating

terrorism. (R ¥ H, A gfg 3R Tehrich! QGItRaT G & SAIIhaTg ol Herlaell ded | Hg@qui g 1) - 2011

International Issues, Internal Security and History
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Are we a ‘soft’ state? (1A T& A TsT 8¢) - 2009
4. Good fences make good neighbours. (3= T8 3 YSit I € 1) - 2009

Is autonomy the best answer to combat balkanization? (T TR STedh1eH0T &l Hehlaell HI P Tad
T SEE §?) - 2007

6. Terrorism and world peace. (3Td@arg 3R fag wifd 1) - 2005
7. True religion cannot be misused. (83 95 & U 7| foaT ST Ha&at 1) - 1997

6.4 History

1. History repeats itself, first as tragedy, second as farce. (g™ gg &I e &, Teat a9 & €9 H, ga
TgEI h eI H|) - 2021

2. Geography may remain the same ; history need not. (3 9@l %@ Hehral §; e I Sea i g 1) - 2010

International Issues, Internal Security and History
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8 Science and Technology

71 Science and Religion

1.
2.

Spirituality and scientific temper. (smenf@Esar iR dgmfAe @oa 1) - 2003

Science and Mysticism : Are they compatible? (fos 3TR Tg&dTs: o1 3 @ €2) - 2012

7.2 Science and Education

—_—

M e

What is research, but a blind date with knowledge? (4 =1 &, Afeh 19 & 1 Tab 37¢ft adiae) - 2021
Modern technological education and human values. (3ngfae aeidt fReqm 3k AFE Fea 1) - 2002
Value-based science and education. (e anenia fagm ik e 1) - 1999

The march of science and the erosion of human values. ({35 @1 ATE iR A Fedt @1 &R0 1) - 2001

7.3 Computer and Internet

1.

The process of self-discovery has now been technologically outsourced. (3TH-@rst &t Hfgkar &t o/
qeheitehl €9 & 3m3edid X fearmar 1) - 2021

Technology as the silent factor in international relations. (3faTgR & & Hi7 F¢e & &0 & Wi 1) -
2020

Rise of Artificial Intelligence: the threat of jobless future or better job opportunities through
reskilling and upskilling. (snfefrRrae gefesia @1 Iga: Rfenfeim afi srufesfen & mrey § sASR wigsy a1 dgae
it & el T @ 1) - 2019

‘Social media’ is inherently a selfish medium. (‘= Hifear @rafas €0 @ ta @rdf a8 1) - 2017

Cyberspace and Internet : Blessing or curse to the human civilization in the long run. (dEste&™

3R Setae: od GHY | HiHa §d] & STRiiaTg ar 9w 1) - 2016

Increasing computerization would lead to the creation of a dehumanized society. (FFgei@o &

e ¥ A GAST 1 AATT g i) - 2006
The cyberworld: its charms and challenges. (Srgatace: 38 HYUT 3fX FAIfET 1) - 2000
Computer: the harbinger of silent revolution. (&®ez: §& wifd & 3/gd 1) - 1993

7.4 Science and Technology: Others

1.

2.

Technology cannot replace manpower. (ST SH=ifet &t SHTg & & Wait 1) - 2015

Science and technology is the panacea for the growth and security of the nation. (fagm afix
TN Ty & e ik geen & fag Tmamr 1) - 2013

The modern doctor and his patients. (3ngfie ffchees 3k 3% W 1) - 1997
The lure of space. (sfaRg @@= 1) - 2004

Science and Technology

unacademy.,com | Download the Unacademy app
Give your feedback here: Link



20

9 Appendix: Linear Paper of UPSC Essay
2023

Write two essays, choosing one topic from each of the Sections A and B, in about 1000-1200
words each.

e A 3R B UAF & UH-US fGva gaew gt ey fafg, St o ae1emt 1000-1200 w=gi # € | 125x2=250

Section-A

1. Thinking is like a game, it does not begin unless there is an opposite team. (a7 T& dg F @A €,
g a9 qh YR el gidl, ST e Ueh faddt ey T8 1)

2. Visionary decision-making happens at the intersection of intuition and logic. (g fAuia st ferg
A € STa i 1R qh ol TRER A g & 1)

Not all who wander are lost. (@t s are T Tl g € 1)

4. Inspiration for creativity springs from the effort to look for the magical in the mundane. (TS

& IROTT Etfeheha B THER dent & TaITE d IUSi € 1)

Section-B

5. Girls are weighed down by restrictions, boys with demands -- two equally harmful disciplines.

(eTsferat AfgTl 3 T eTeh ST & Iel e gd gUBId & - Gl &l THH &9 § gifHeRe aemi € 1)
6. Mathematics is the music of reason. (7Ifoid g & A 2 1)

7. A society that has more justice is a society that needs less charity. (58 g & 31f9e =19 g1 €, 39
TS %1 g ot A ST Bt & 1)

8. Education is what remains after one has forgotten what one has learned in school. (Rigmag g it

T & it 77 Tt S ot ST % g oft W 7g St € 1)

Appendix: Linear Paper of UPSC Essay 2023
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10 Appendix: Free Lecture and
Powerpoint on Model Answers

Essay Analysis:

e ow | oowntoss

ESSAY PAPER ANALYSIS

MODEL ANSWERS DETAILED ANALYSIS

Appendix: Free Lecture and Powerpoint on Model Answers
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I I GSM1: Topic Wise - History,
Geography and Society



1 GSM1 : Subject Wise Trend Analysis

GSM1 : Subject Wise Break-up

History Culture 20 40 25 5 10 35 10 50 10 40

History Freedom Struggle 30 30 25 37.5 65 10 50 25 40 20 25
History World History 40 30 25 12.5 10 15 15 0 15 0 10
History Post Independence 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 15 15

Religion, Region and
Society 10 10 815 815 50 35 3 35 0 40 40
Empowerment

Poverty, Population
Society 0 10 25 12.5 0 40 0 25 15 0 25
and Development

. Impact of
Society 10 0 12.5 12.5 0 15 15 15 40 10 0
Globalization

Society Women 10 30 12.5 0 0 15 35 0 10 0 10
Society Urbanization 10 0 25 25 15 15 15 15 15 10 15
Geography Climate 10 20 37.5 12.5 60 10 55 10 15 0 20
Geography Disaster 10 10 0 12.5 15 0 0 0 0 10 25
Geography Physical 20 20 0 0 10 20 0 20 45 55 10
Geography Resources 20 20 25 62.5 0 10 10 45 85 50 15
Geography Industrial Locations 10 30 0 0 15 30 10 10 0 0 0

GSM1 : Subject Wise Trend Analysis
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2 General Studies Paper 1: Syllabus

13.
14.

Salient aspects of Art, Architecture
Literature from Ancient to Modern Times

Mid-18th century - Present (significant events, personalities, issues); Freedom Struggle
(various stages, important contributors from different parts of the country)

Post-Independence (consolidation and reorganisation within country)

18th century events (e.g. Industrail Revoluation, WWs, redrawn boundaries, colonisation,
decolonisation); Political philosophies (e.g. communism, capitalism, socialism) and their
effect on society

Communalism, Regionalism, Secularism; Social Empowerment
Poverty, Population; Development and associated issues
Salient features of Indian Society; Diversity of India; Globalisation (effects on Indian society)

Role of women and women's organisation

. Critical geographical features, flora, fauna (changes and effects thereof)
. Factors responsible for location of Industries (primary, secondary, tertiary; India, world)

. Salient Features of World Physical Geography; Important Geophysical phenomena

(earthquakes, tsunami, volcanoes, cyclones); Geographical features and location
Distribution of key Natural Resources (World, South Asia and Indian subcontinent)

Urbanisation: Problems and Remedies

General Studies Paper 1: Syllabus
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Give your feedback here: Link



3 History

History : Subject Wise Trend Analysis

Click Here to Watch the Complete Video

History
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History: Art & Culture

GS1 Syllabus Topic:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Salient Aspects of Art, Architecture and iterature from Ancient to Modern Times.

Explain the role of geographical factors towards the development of Ancient India. (¥ & f&
(ST IR & faerr o forg “fiviiferes srenl &t 3ffert @ Ty &< 1) 2023

What are the main features of Vedic society and religion? Do you think some of the features are
still prevailing in Indian society? (3fee Tt &TR o &t Jeg fRIvATg T €2 o 3Tue! el ¢ 3 Wl warsT 7
Fo fRivang areft oft e €2) 2023

What were the major technological changes introduced during the Sultanate period? How did

those technological changes influence the Indian society? (Sed 7T & GRI THE qdhiich! gfae a1 uer
feFq TTq &2 3T qeheteRl TRadHT 7 R GHIST @l & yfad fear?) 2023

How will you explain that medieval Indian temple sculptures represent the social life of those

days? (W & & qegareia MRdig Afedl 6t gidehe 38 4R & o Sttaq 1 ufafAfee w2t 82 ) 2022

Discuss the significance of the lion and bull figures in Indian mythology, art and architecture.

(VTRET fireres efT SR aTyenett # fig T gu ot sl & Heed W faar & 1) 2022

Discuss the main contributions of Gupta period and Chola period to Indian heritage and culture.

(VTR TRFIRT STR G f H - hIet MY el Flel 3 IRTG U aat & ) 2022

Evaluate the nature of the Bhakti literature and its contribution to Indian culture. (150 words)

(Wi Tnfeea &t wefal a1 Heaie @id gu TR & # 36 ANTgH HeRe SHifig 1) 2021

The rock-cut architecture represents one of the most important sources of our knowledge of
early Indian art and history. Discuss. (Jedd SITI TR TRIAT el T4 Yagrd o 914 & ST Heedqol @il 3§ §
e o1 vfafAfee sear 2 | faaam $ifSg 1) 2020

Pala period is the most significant phase in the history of Buddhism in India. Enumerate. (9
H g ot & sfiem & uret wret 31 Ageyut @Ror § | faxawor Sifsig 1) 2020
Indian philosophy and tradition played a significant role in conceiving and shaping the

monuments and their art in India. Discuss. (WA g9 T4 G0ORT 5 HRAE TR ot ehedT 37T TR o4 T4
IR el H Hegwaqot Y g 7 | fademr Fifsig 1) 2020

o

Persian literary sources of medieval India reflect the spirit of the age. Comment. (A&l 9RA &
HRE TR wid 39 e & grard & uffad § | feguot HifSg 1) 2020

Highlight the Central Asian and Greco -Bactrian elements in Gandhara art. (7RIS @ell & A& URAE
g gATI-sfaear a@i & SR HfSw 1) 2019

Safeguarding the Indian art heritage is the need of the moment. Discuss. (YR el faRTEd Sl TRgor
GIH THY Sl a1 ¢ | Tl Hhiforg ) 2018

Assess the importance of the accounts of the Chinese and Arab travellers in the reconstruction

of the history of India. (YR & e & qaamT & Fi+t 3R srat arferdi & geiwil & Hewd T e Hifag ) 2018

The Bhakti movement received a remarkable re-orientation with the advent of Sri Chaitanya

Mahaprabhu. Discuss. (¢ 9= Hgwe] & SIWTHA & Wt STigie i Teh SRR =1 foxm fieft ot | saf #¢ 1) 2018

How do you justify the view that the level of excellence of Gupta numismatic art is not at all

noticeable in later times? (314 38 fG=R &, o TramTell fAgRIER Fel Il &l TR a1g & 993 H fafd g+

History
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Tl 2, fore weR gt fag &1 ?) 2017

Early Buddhist Stupa-art, while depicting folk motifs and narratives successfully expounds
Buddhist ideals. Elucidate. (FRf®i& dig wqu-aen, e aud-favdl g ot & &fed wwa gq dig smeer &
YUheTaTydeh ST et & | faxreiamor ifSig 1) 2016

Krishnadeva Raya, the King of Vijayanagar, was not only an accomplished scholar himself but
was also a great patron of learning and literature. Discuss. (fISIETR 3 FWI4d 79 7 Had @4 T =1
fagm 9 afug faen g@ o1t & 7 Was ot 9| fade IS 1) 2016

The ancient civilization in Indian sub-continent differed from those of Egypt, Mesopotamia
and Greece in that its culture and traditions have been preserved without a breakdown to the
present day. Comment. ("9Ra &I Ui gz, fow, didiaefiar ofiz Wy 6 gwraret 4, 59 o 4 9 € & arda
IUHRIGT I TR 3T 6 47T g foar ufefera ot 71 € 1" fewoft AifSia 1) 2015

Mesolithic rock cut architecture of India not only reflects the cultural life of the times but also
a tine aesthetic sense comparable to modem painting. Critically evaluate this comment. ("9Rd
&l A0 fRICT-e 7 Hae 3 el & TiEhiids siiad &, afeds g Kedmen & germa uisghd digd-ary & oft, ufifafea
et & 1" 3 feuroft o1 gaTeamTES Jedie Hifed 1) 2015

To what extent has the urban planning and culture of the Indus Valley Civilization provided
inputs to the present day urbanization? Discuss. ( f&Y are @war &t TR s 3R Gepi = g dim as
T T TRIAROT t T (319e) We fohy €2 =i ifsig 1) 2014

Gandhara sculpture owed as much to the Romans as to the Greeks. Explain. (7R gftieen Imfaraat
& It gt Bl ot frt fof ag gt <t off | s S 1) 2014

Taxila university was one of the oldest universities of the world with which were associated a
number of renowned learned personalities of different disciplines. Its strategic location caused
its fame to flourish, but unlike Nalanda, it is not considered as a university in the modern sense.
Discuss. (q&f<en fayfaemeas fay & ureiaan oy ° @ ue o ogs gy afvs Rigor-faw & /e fowama fogret
Afia Gafia | It o raf@ifd & wror sgdht Rif Seft, Afeh Terr o fauda, 38 enyfe e & fasyfammem
Tl T AT | =l FIfSrg 1) 2014

Sufis and medieval mystic saints failed to modify either the religious ideas and practices or the
outward structure of Hindu / Muslim societies to any appreciable extent. Comment. (g 3
AT Tgears! fig TeW fewg/qer Tl & wifie faami, s Gfi i a7 3eh! aTe) Sea=T ol yaTe ST 9 $uiaia
A | fawa 2 | fewoft fifsg 1) 2014

Though not very useful from the point of view of a connected political history of South India,
the Sangam literature portrays the social and economic conditions of its time with remarkable
vividness. Comment. (gf&or R & TtAfes sfigr $t &ff @ sifve s = gt g off e anfee 30 awa &t arfores
g 37fdes (@I &1 e vl Seft # qui & ¢ | fewoft FifSg 1) 2013

Discuss the Tandava dance as recorded in the early Indian inscriptions. (Rf®I% UR<dg Riemeat &
sifera AMUsa’ I i fadem HifSq 1) 2013

Chola architecture represents a high watermark in the evolution of temple architecture. Discuss.

(AR aryemett & faehTe # <iet ar&eneT o1 3= &I ¢ | fadem ifsrg 1) 2013

History
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History: India Before Independence

GS1 Syllabus Topic:

10.

11.

12.

13.

Mid-18th century - Present (significant events, personalities, issues).

Freedom Struggle (various stages, important contributors from different parts of the
country).

What was the difference between Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore in their approach
towards education and nationalism? (e ik Tgarg & ufd 37 efSeion § Fere et 3R Wigary &R & da
T AT 91?) 2023

How did the colonial rule affect the tribals in India and what was the tribal response to the
colonial oppression? (3fufafRies wmem 3 WYRa & enfeanfed @ &g wefad foan 3fik eiufafRies saited & fag anfeardt
ufdferar o «di?) 2023

Why was there a sudden spurt in famines in colonial India since the mid-eighteenth century ?
Give reasons. (3fufafRies R &t STeRegdl WA & A T il 3Tehlel UeH | 3TAME gig S@ i Hefd! g2 HRUT T 1)
2022

Why did the armies of the British East India Company - mostly comprising of Indian soldiers
- win consistently against the more numerous and better equipped armies of the then Indian

rulers ? Give reasons. (¥ YR fGuifgat arell Ste gfear &t 1 a1 aepreil TRAIT MEe! 6l g&Ee | 31fdd
31X FgcR GHISId 41 & TR STt @i ¢ HRT 5y 1) 2022

Trace the rise and growth of socio-religious reform movements with special reference to Young
Bengal and Brahmo Samaj. (37 3Tl U4 Sl §1ST & ok gef # GrTfoiss- 41ffics §UR STgierl o S qa faam
I L@iferd ST 1) 2021

To what extent did the role of the Moderates prepare a base for the wider freedom movement?
Comment. (FReufaEt &t et = forg HiwT deh STUeh TaierT STigier o YR da fkam? fequoft RS 1) 2021

Bring out the constructive programmes of Mahatma Gandhi during Non-Cooperation Movement
and Civil Disobedience Movement. (3THgaNT 3MGie UG Gfa-a 3G TSI & SR AT T & TaHS

FHIAhHHI B WY HifoT 1) 2021

Evaluate the policies of Lord Curzon and their long term implications on the national movement.

(TS ot aht il Q& AP STEIe TR Ieh GRiTH! THTE a1 Hediahd shiforg 1) 2020

Since the decade of the 1920s, the national movement acquired various ideological strands and
thereby expanded its social base. Discuss. (1920 % 3% & TP TG I &3 JaTiies TrRrai & Teur fomr ok
37U FHTSIS MYR e | fodem Hifsg 1) 2020

The 1857 Uprising was the culmination the recurrent big and small local rebellions that had
occurred in the preceding hundred years of British rule. Elucidate. (1857 @ fawra fsfe=r 2me 3 ydadt
Tt g6 & IR-9R 9fed B T 98 W gl o1 Trefiesy o | geg Hifeg 1) 2019

Examine the linkages between 19th centuries ‘Indian Renaissance’ and the emergence of
national identity. (SFEE AT & "R GATRYT 3R AT Tgd & 35 & Hed Tgeradrai &l qeor Hifsrg 1) 2019

Many voices had strengthened and enriched the nationalist movement during the Gandhian
phase. Elaborate. (Fi<targ waen & R fafva @i 3 Tgardt stigied @ Yeg U@ §9g 9/ o1 | fawRuds @y
#ifsg 1) 2019

Assess the role of British imperial power in complicating the process of transfer of power

History
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