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This book is published by Oswaal Books and Learning Pvt Ltd (“Publisher”) and is intended solely for educational use, to 
enable students to practice for examinations/tests and reference. The contents of this book primarily comprise a collection 
of questions that have been sourced from previous examination papers. Any practice questions and/or notes included by 
the Publisher are formulated by placing reliance on previous question papers and are in keeping with the format/pattern/
guidelines applicable to such papers.
 The Publisher expressly disclaims any liability for the use of, or references to, any terms or terminology in the book, which
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 expressly disclaim liability for errors and/or omissions in the content, if any, and further disclaim any liability for any loss or
.”damages in connection with the use of the book and reference to its contents
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PREFACE
”Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you are doing, you will 
be successful.”

“The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) conducts examinations to fill various Group A and B positions 
within the Indian Government, and among them, the Civil Services Examination holds a distinguished status. 

The UPSC Main examination is not just a test; it’s your ticket to shaping the future of our nation. In your journey 
to conquer this formidable test, we are here to support you with the right tools. 

The Oswaal UPSC Main 11 Years Solved Papers book is more than just a resource; it’s your guiding star. Let’s 
explore how:

1) 	 Time-Tested Excellence: This book is a time machine through 11 years of UPSC Main papers, including 
the 2023 edition.

2) 	 Practice Makes Perfect: Extensive solved papers offer you ample opportunities to practice and build 
the confidence you need.

3) 	 Answer Writing Mastery: Unlock the art of effective answer writing with valuable exam insights.

4) 	 Clarity Through Explanation: This book provides approach to each question and extensive model 
answers with current examples to ensure your understanding is rock solid.

5) 	 Stay Ahead with Trends: Our Micro Trend Analysis keeps you up to date with evolving question patterns, 
making you 100% exam-ready.

6) 	 Expert Mentorship: Seek guidance and overcome exam jitters with expert advice and tips.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Aashirvad Kumar who tirelessly compiled this invaluable resource. 
Your journey starts here, and with this book in hand, success is not a dream but a tangible reality. 

Best wishes for your UPSC Mains 2024 examination.

Let’s embark on this journey together!

Regards, 

Team Oswaal Books 
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MASTERING THE ART
OF ANSWER WRITING
With around 1000 marks in total of UPSC Main, answer writing remains the central yet the most neglected      

aspect of UPSC preparation. Aspirants often read and revise but procrastinate to write. In this article, we will 

analyse the need for and need for a good answer.

What is a good answer remains a matter of debate but there are certain standards that need to be reflected in 

a good answer. Your answer needs to have clarity, depth and examples clubbed with legible handwriting.

Writing a good answer for UPSC main requires a structured and well-thought-out approach. We will first analyse 

the subject-wise requirements of a good answer. So let’s get started: 

1.	 Art and culture - This subject requires an in-depth understanding of important core concepts like      

Harappan art, Buddhist literature and architecture, architecture during  the Mauryan and Gupta period, 

medieval period architecture. A special focus must be given to the literature of these periods. You need to 

write your answer precisely with proper diagrammatic representations wherever required. For example, if 

there is a question on the stupa, make a diagram of the stupa.

2.	 History - Most of the questions in history are analytical, hence requires an overall understanding of the 

subject. In questions asked on personalities, focus on the core demand of the question and don’t deviate 

from it. 

3.	 Geography -  In geography, you need to draw diagrams, flow charts and maps extensively to support your 

answer. While preparing, focus on the resources that are found in India and in various parts of the world.

4.	 Society - The questions in this subject are mostly analytical in nature, so you need to have an understand-

ing of the associated Indian culture and different sections of society, with a special emphasis on vulnera-

ble sections like women, children, transgenders, senior members, and other sections. A complete under-

standing of the impact of globalization on various sections of society is also required while attempting the 

answers.

Now let us analyse the preparation strategy for answering the questions asked in GS Paper 2.

1.	 Polity - To attain a good score in the GS Paper, you need to have a special focus on the questions that are 

asked in the  polity section. Your answer should have relevant articles, Supreme Court judgements, and 

recommendations from various commissions like the Law Commission.

2.	 Social justice - To answer the question of social justice you must memorise, analyse and summarise 

different schemes running from vulnerable sections of society including SC/ST, women, children and trans 

communities and schemes of the government for improvement in health, education and skill development.

3.	 Governance - The answer to this section should contain government schemes, relevant constitutional 

provisions from DPSP and fundamental duties. The schemes that have been launched for good governance, 

such as, Aspirational Districts Scheme or e-Governance initiatives, should be analyzed properly.
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4.	 International Relation - The questions asked in this section are mostly current events-oriented with a 

special focus on Indian and global Indian interests. A good answer on international relations should have a 

proper map. Terminology of international relations like hegemony, diplomacy, political equations, political 

compulsions, etc. to enhance your marks in Solved Question Paper 2.

Let us now analyze the subject-wise strategy for scoring good marks in UPSC Main GS Paper 3.

1.	 Economy - Focus should be given on the budget, economic survey and problems associated with the 

Indian economy, like unemployment, jobless growth, GDP, differences between growth and development, 

inclusive growth, etc. Special focus should also be given to the questions related to Indian agriculture for 

their schooling and traditional nature. A good answer on agriculture should have facts, data graphs, and 

relevant government schemes of both the Centre and the States .

2.	 Environment - Focus should be given on the questions associated with pollution, recent government 

schemes and initiatives to counter environmental pollution and global initiatives taken by esteemed 

organizations like United Nations, World Bank etc., to address global environmental problems. The 

answers need to be solution-oriented which should also address the problems related to the environment. 

The answers can be enriched by relevant data initiatives and schemes.

3.	 Internal Security - This is one of the most scoring domains of GS Paper 3. Special focus would be given 

to internal security problems like naxalism, insurgency, terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir, and emerging 

challenges like cyber security and money laundering.

4.	 Science and Technology - These questions are mostly current events-oriented and they can be tackled 

easily even by students without a science background by analyzing the recent developments in science 

and technology in the past last two years.

	 Now let us analyze the strategy for scoring a good marks in the GS Paper 4. The question paper in the GS 

Paper 4 is divided into two sections. In the first section, you have to address the questions given as per the 

UPSC syllabus and in the second section, you must address the case studies associated with the syllabus 

of Paper 4. To address and score well in GS Paper 4, you need to be thorough with the previous years’      

questions that are being asked in the paper. There has been a shift from direct questions to analytical 

questions, and real-life situations. This can be addressed only by a topic-wise analysis of the syllabus, 

standard definitions, and examples from various periods and various domains. Special focus should be 

given to the case studies and proper practice should be done for that. Ignoring Paper 4 will potentially 

decrease the chances of selection to the main examination.

Now let us analyze some general tips to craft effective answers as per the changing dynamics of UPSC.

	 Understand the Question:

	Read every question with utmost care to understand what is being asked. You need to pay attention to the 

keywords and directives  (e.g., analyze, discuss, evaluate, critically examine, etc.)     

	 Create an Outline:

	� Before you start writing, create a rough outline of your answer. This should include an introduction, main 

points, and a conclusion. This will help you stay organized and ensure your answer is coherent.
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	 Introduction:

	 Begin your answer with a concise and clear introduction that provides a context for the topic. State the 

main theme or argument of your answer in a sentence or two. The introduction needs to be different for 

different subjects. For example, if a question is asked about the uniform civil court in society, it will be a 

different introduction from the same question asked in Indian polity.

	 Main Body:

	 	 Structure your answer into several paragraphs, each focusing on a specific point or aspect of the topic.

	 	 Use headings and subheadings where appropriate to make your answer more organized and reader-

friendly.

	 	 Support your points with relevant facts, data, examples, and arguments. Cite sources if necessary.

	 	 Maintain a logical flow of ideas, and ensure each paragraph connects to the previous one.

	 Be Concise:

	 	 Write in a clear and concise manner. Avoid unnecessary jargon or complex language.

	 	 Stick to the word limit if provided. Exceeding the word limit may result in your answer being penalized.

	 Critical Analysis:

	 	 Go beyond mere information and provide a critical analysis of the topic. Evaluate different perspectives, 

arguments, and counterarguments.

	 	 Use your own judgment and critical thinking skills to form well-reasoned opinions.

	 Use Examples:

	 	 Incorporate real-world examples, case studies, and historical events to illustrate your points and 

provide context.

	 	 Ensure the examples you use are relevant and enhance your argument.

	 Conclusion:

	 	 Summarize your main points and restate your argument in the conclusion.

	 	 Avoid introducing new information in the conclusion, it should be a concise wrap-up of your answer.

	 Clarity and Neatness:

	 	 Write legibly, and if you are typing, ensure your answer is well-formatted with proper paragraph breaks 

and spacing.

	 	 Use headings, bullet points, or numbering where appropriate to make your answer easier to read.

	 Time Management:

	Allocate time wisely to different questions based on their marks and complexity. Don’t spend too much 

time on one question and neglect others.

	 Revision:

	 After completing your answer, take a moment to review and edit it for errors, clarity, and coherence.
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	 Practice:

	Practice answering previous years’ question papers and take mock tests to improve your answer-writing 

skills.

	 Feedback:

	Seek feedback from mentors, teachers, or peers to identify areas for improvement in your answer-writing 

style. Feedback is the most important part of your preparation. Try not to repeat the same mistake every 

time while answering the question, and focus on a subject-wise approach mentioned above in the article 

to attain very good score in the GS Papers.

	 Remember that UPSC examiners look for a well-structured, balanced, and insightful response from 

candidates. Practice and continuous improvement are key to mastering the art of writing effective 

answers for UPSC Main. The model answers given in the book are reflections of the changing dynamics of 

the UPSC Main examination from previous years. We hope this solution will be impactful in your journey 

to securing UPSC, and will provide you with a great insight towards your preparation, especially in the 

Main examination. We wish every single reader of this book the very best for their preparation and we will 

welcome every single feedback from the readers.

Thanks and regards,      

Aashirvad Kumar 

Author and educator

7 years of experience in mentoring UPSC aspirants.

3 UPSC interviews
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Trend Analysis of 11 years of UPSC CSE GS Papers

Subject 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 Total

GS Paper - I
Art and 
Culture 3 3 1 4 1 3 2 2 2 3 3 35

Modern 
History 2 2 3 2 2 1 3 4 2 5 3 29

Post-Inde-
pendence 
India

0 1 0 0 1 2 3 0 0 0 5 12

World 
History 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 1 2 5 4 17

Indian 
Society 6 7 6 6 7 10 5 5 6 4 6 67

Geography 8 7 8 8 8 4 6 8 8 8 12 83

GS Paper - II
Polity 10 9 8 10 8 10 8 8 7 6 7 91

IR 4 5 4 5 4 5 4 4 4 5 6 50

Governance 3 3 5 2 6 3 5 5 4 6 5 47

Social 
Justice 3 3 3 3 2 2 3 3 5 3 2 32

GS Paper - III
Economics 8 8 9 8 8 9 10 9 8 9 12 98

S&T 3 4 3 4 4 3 2 3 6 4 5 41

Environ-
ment 4 3 3 3 2 4 2 3 1 4 2 31

Internal 
Security 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 4 5 5 44

Disaster 
Manage-
ment

1 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 1 3 2 17

GS Paper - IV
Ethics
 (Section A) 6 6 6 6 6 6 8 8 8 8 8 76

Ethics
 (Section B) 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 66

TREND ANALYSIS   2023-2013
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I allow my desires to flow to me now

I am Supported fully by the universe

I courageuosly move 
in the direction of my 

dreams

All of my 
thoughts are 

aligned with my 
desires

I am wrapped in the loving energy of the universe

I effortlessly 

attract my 
desires

When I let go, I create 

space for something 

better.

I am open to 

new experiences 

and welcome 

abundance into 

my life

I have the power to shift my mindset and see the good in everything.

Affirmations 
for the new 

"YOU"

I realize what I 

cannot Control 

and let the good 

things flow

Accept yourself, love 
yourself, and keep 

moving forward. If you 
want to fly, you have to 
give up what weighs 

you down.

Positive Affirmations
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Be mindful. Be grateful.
Be positive. Be true. Be kind

Three things 
that make 

you special

Three people 
you are 

grateful for 
and why

Three simple 
things you 

are grateful 
for

A challenging 
experience 
that made 

you stronger

Three ways to 
inject gratitude 

into a current 
challenge

Describe the 
last time you did 
something nice 

for someone

A fear you 
have 

overcome

Three 
activities you 

enjoy most 
and why

What made 
you smile 

today?

Three things 
you love about 

your family

What is your 
favorite place, 

and why?

Three things 
you love most 

about 
yourself

The last time 
you were 

overcome 
with joy

A risk you are 
grateful you 

took and why

Three everyday 
items you are 

grateful for

Three songs 
that bring you 

joy

What skill do you 
have that you 

are grateful for 
and why?

One luxury 
you are 

thankful for

Describe a 
rejection you 
are grateful 

for

Three things 
about your 

body you are 
grateful for

What are you 
most grateful 

for in your daily 
life?

Three things you 
are grateful for 

about where 
you live

Three items in 
your home 

you are 
grateful for

Say thank you 
to someone

Something in 
nature you are 

grateful for

A person in your 
past you are 
grateful for

Something at 
school you’re 

grateful for

Describe the 
last time you 
laughed so 

hard you cried

What is your 
proudest 

accomplish-
ment?

Three things 
you want to 

manifest
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(All Shifts) 2023 (For 2024 Exam)
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JEE(Main) RMT Cards

Physics Part - I, Physics Part - II, Chemistry Part - I Chemistry Part 
- II, Mathematics Part -I, Mathematics Part - II

JEE Advanced (For 2024 Exam) 22 Year-wise Solved Papers 
(2002-2023)
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JEE Advanced 10 Mock Test Papers Paper 1 & Paper 2  

(For 2024 Exam)
JEE Advanced 10 Mock Test Papers (Paper-1 & 2)

GATE 14 Year-wise (For 2024 Exam) Solved Papers  
(2010 to 2023)

GATE 14 Yearwise Solved Paper (General Aptitude), GATE 14 
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GATE 14 Years’ (For 2024 Exam) Chapterwise & Topicwise 
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Biology, Physics, Chemistry
NEET (UG) 15 Mock Test Papers (For 2024 Exam)

Physics, Chemistry, Biology
NEET (UG) RMT Cards

Physics Part-1, Physics Part-2, Chemistry Part-1, Chemistry Part-
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Objective Quantitative Aptitude
Objective Quantitative Aptitude

CAT
CAT 15 Mock Test Papers, CAT 25 Years’ Chapterwise & Topicwise 
Solved Papers (1990-2008) & (2017-2022), CAT 10 Years’ 
Chapterwise & Topicwise Solved Papers (2005-2008) & (2017-
2022), CAT 5 Years’ Solved Papers Shift-wise (2018-2022)
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Question Bank Chapterwise & Topicwise Solved Papers (2009-
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RRB NTPC 12 Previous Years’ Papers 2016 (All Shifts) & 2019 (Two 
Shifts) +10 Mock Test Papers
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English Medium (For 2024 Exam)

UPSC CSE Prelims General Studies (Paper-1), UPSC CSE Prelims 
General Studies (Paper-2) (CSAT)

UPSC CSE NCERT One for All (For 2024 Exam)
Polity, Economy, History, Geography, General Science
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Q1.	 Explain the role of geographical factors 
towards the development of Ancient India. 

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Provide a brief overview of the importance of 

geography in shaping civilizations.

2.	 Mention the geographical diversity of India and 
its influence on ancient Indian development.

3.	 Explain the impact of geography on Ancient 
India’s development.

4.	 Summarize the vital role that the geographical 
factors played in shaping the development of 
ancient India.

5.	 Emphasize how India’s diverse the geography 
influenced agriculture, trade, culture, and 
defense strategies, contributing to the rich 
tapestry of ancient Indian civilization.

Answer:
Geographical factors played a crucial role in the 
development of ancient India. These factors included 
the country’s location, climate, topography, and natural 
resources etc.
Geographical factors that influenced the development of 
Ancient India:

1.	 River Valleys: The fertile plains along the Indus 
and Ganges rivers were conducive to agriculture. 
The Indus Valley Civilization, with cities like 
Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, thrived due to the 
rich alluvial soil and reliable water supply for 
irrigation.

2.	 Location: India is located in the Indian 
subcontinent, which provided it with natural 
barriers on three sides, namely the Himalayas, the 
Hindu Kush, and the Arabian Sea.

3.	 Climate: India has a diverse climate with 
monsoons, which brought regular rainfall to 
different regions. The monsoons made agriculture 
possible and fueled the growth of civilization.

4.	 Topography: The topography of India varied 
greatly, ranging from the fertile Gangetic plains to 
the arid deserts of Rajasthan.

5.	 Natural Resources: India had a wealth of natural 
resources, including minerals like copper, iron, 
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and gold, which were essential for economic 
development.

In essence, geographical factors in Ancient India shaped 
the development of civilizations, trade networks, 
agriculture, and cultural diversity. These factors not only 
influenced the rise and fall of empires but also contributed 
to the rich tapestry of India’s history and its interactions 
with the wider world.

Q2.	 What was the difference between Mahatma 
Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore in 
their approach towards education and 
nationalism? 	 (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Provide brief background information about 

Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore, 
highlighting their prominent roles in India’s 
struggle for independence.

2.	 Mention their different approaches towards 
education.

3.	 Mention their different approaches towards 
nationalism.

4.	 Summarize the key differences in Mahatma 
Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore’s approaches 
towards education and nationalism.

5.	 Emphasize that these differences reflect the 
diversity of thought within the Indian freedom 
movement and the richness of ideas that 
contributed to India’s struggle for independence 
and its cultural heritage.

Answer:
Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore, two 
prominent figures in India’s struggle for independence, 
differed in their approaches towards education and 
nationalism.
Education:
Mahatma Gandhi:

1.	 Advocated for “Nai Talim” or basic education 
which promoted a blend of traditional skills and 
modern knowledge.

2.	 Focused on character development, simplicity, and 
a connection to the grassroots.

UPSC CSE (Main) 2023
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Rabindranath Tagore:

1. 	 Founded Santiniketan, an institution emphasizing 
holistic education, arts, and creativity.

2. 	 Promoted a more liberal and artistic approach to 
learning.

Nationalism:

Mahatma Gandhi:

1. 	 Gandhi advocated for non-violent civil 
disobedience and mass movements as a means to 
achieve independence.

2. 	 He believed in the concept of “swaraj” or self-rule, 
where individuals take responsibility for their own 
actions and contribute to the well-being of society.

Rabindranath Tagore:

1. 	 Emphasized universal humanism and the 
importance of transcending political boundaries.

2. 	 Believed that true nationalism should be rooted in 
cultural and spiritual values rather than aggressive 
political agendas.

These differences in their approaches to education 
and nationalism reflect the diversity of thought within 
the Indian independence movement, with Gandhi’s 
pragmatic and localized focus contrasting Tagore’s more 
cosmopolitan and humanistic perspective.

Q3.	 Bring out the socio-economic effects of 
the introduction of railways in different 
countries of the world.	 (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Provide a brief introduction to the historical 

importance of railways as a mode of 
transportation and their role in revolutionizing 
global connectivity.

2.	 Explain the socio-economic effects of railway 
introduction.

3.	 Summarize the significant socio-economic 
effects of the introduction of railways in 
different countries, emphasizing their pivotal 
role in driving economic growth, urbanization, 
employment generation, and social 
transformation.

Answer:
The introduction of railways had significant socio-
economic effects in different countries around the world. 
Here are some of the common socio-economic effects of 
railway development:

1.	 Economic Growth: Railways opened up new 
markets, facilitating the movement of goods and 
people, which stimulated economic growth and 
industrialization.

2.	 Urbanization: Railways encouraged urbanization 
as people moved to cities that became 

transportation hubs, leading to the growth of 
urban centers.

3.	 Employment: Railway construction and 
operation provided employment opportunities 
for a large workforce, contributing to reduced 
unemployment.

4.	 Regional Development: Railways promoted 
the development of previously remote or 
underdeveloped regions by connecting them to 
larger markets.

5.	 Social Mobility: Rail travel made it easier for 
people to move for work or education, increasing 
social mobility.

6.	 Cultural Exchange: Railways facilitated cultural 
exchange as people from different regions could 
travel and interact more easily.

Overall, the introduction of railways had profound socio-
economic effects in different countries, driving economic 
growth, urbanization, employment, social integration, 
and tourism. They transformed transportation, opened 
up new opportunities, and contributed to the overall 
development and modernization of societies.

Q4.	 Discuss the consequences of climate change 
on the food security in tropical countries.

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Begin with a brief introduction to the concept of 

climate change and its global impact on various 
sectors.

2.	 Explain the impact of climate change on food 
security in tropical countries with examples.

3.	 Summarize the severe consequences of climate 
change on food security in tropical countries.

4.	 Stress the urgency of addressing climate change 
and implementing adaptive strategies to ensure 
food security and the well-being of vulnerable 
populations in these regions.

Answer:
Climate change has significant consequences for food 
security in tropical countries, as these regions are highly 
vulnerable to changes in temperature, precipitation 
patterns, and extreme weather events. Some of the 
consequences of climate change on food security in 
tropical countries include:

1.	 Decreased Agricultural Productivity: Climate 
change affects agricultural productivity by altering 
temperature and rainfall patterns. For example, in 
the Sahel region of Africa, climate change has led 
to longer and more frequent droughts, causing 
significant food shortages.

2.	 Increased Water Stress: Climate change can disrupt 
water availability for irrigation and drinking. For 
example, in Southeast Asia, changing rainfall 
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patterns have led to water scarcity, impacting rice 
production, which is a staple crop in the region.

3.	 Spread of Pests and Diseases: Climate change can 
create favorable conditions for the spread of pests 
and diseases, impacting crop health. 

4.	 Loss of Biodiversity: Climate change can disrupt 
ecosystems and reduce biodiversity. In the 
Amazon rainforest, changing rainfall patterns 
and temperature extremes threaten the diversity 
of fruits, nuts, and vegetables relied upon by local 
communities.

5.	 Increased Food Prices: Climate change-induced 
disruptions in agricultural productivity can lead to 
increased food prices in tropical countries. 

Addressing these consequences requires both mitigation 
efforts to combat climate change and adaptation 
strategies to protect food security. Tropical countries 
need sustainable agricultural practices, efficient water 
management, and climate-resilient crop varieties to 
navigate these challenges successfully.

Q5.	 Why is the world today confronted with 
a crisis of availability of and access to 
freshwater resources? 	 (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Start by introducing the issue of freshwater 

scarcity as a global crisis.

2.	 Explain the factors contributing to the crisis of 
freshwater availability and access.

3.	 Summarize the various factors contributing to 
the crisis of freshwater availability and access.

4.	 Stress the urgency of adopting sustainable 
practices, climate resilience, and equitable 
policies to ensure a sufficient and accessible 
freshwater supply for current and future 
generations

Answer:
The world is currently grappling with a severe crisis 
concerning the availability of and access to freshwater 
resources.
Several key factors contribute to the freshwater crisis:

1.	 Population Growth: The global population has 
surged, placing increased demand on freshwater 
for drinking, agriculture, and industry. By 2050, 
the world’s population is projected to reach 9.7 
billion, further straining water resources.

2.	 Climate Change: Altered precipitation patterns, 
more frequent droughts, and changing weather 
conditions disrupt the availability of freshwater. 
For instance, the prolonged droughts in regions 
like California and Cape Town have strained water 
supplies.

3.	 Water Pollution: Pollution from agriculture, 
industry, and urban runoff contaminates 

freshwater sources. According to the UN, over 
80% of wastewater worldwide is released into 
rivers and oceans without treatment, affecting 
both availability and quality.

4.	 Over-Extraction: Unsustainable water extraction 
for agriculture and industry depletes aquifers 
faster than they can recharge. The Ogallala 
Aquifer in the United States is an example of over-
exploitation.

5.	 Inequitable Access: In many regions, access to 
clean and safe freshwater is unequal. Communities 
in low-income countries and marginalized groups 
often lack access to adequate water supply and 
sanitation.

Addressing this crisis requires a combination of water 
conservation, sustainable management practices, 
investment in infrastructure, and international 
cooperation to ensure equitable access to this essential 
resource. 

Q6.	 How are the fjords formed? Why do they 
constitute some of the most picturesque 
areas of the world? 	 (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Begin by introducing the concept of fjords 

and their significance as unique geographical 
features.

2.	 Explain the formation of the fjords.

3.	 Summarize the formation of fjords through 
glacial processes and their unique characteristics, 
including steep coastlines, deep waters, and 
stunning landscapes.

4.	 Emphasize their appeal as picturesque areas, 
attracting visitors and supporting diverse 
ecosystems, making them invaluable features of 
the natural world.

Answer:
Fjords are narrow, deep inlets of the sea or ocean that are 
typically characterized by steep cliffs or mountainsides 
on either side. They are formed through a combination of 
glacial and geological processes:

1.	 Glacial Erosion: Fjords begin as valleys carved by 
glaciers. 

2.	 U-Shaped Valleys: The abrasive action of ice and 
rock fragments creates U-shaped valleys with 
steep sides.

3.	 Glacial Retreat: When the climate warms or the 
glacier’s terminus reaches the sea, the glacier starts 
to retreat. 

4.	 Submersion: The sea then floods into this newly 
formed valley, creating a deep, narrow inlet with 
towering cliffs on either side.

Fjords are celebrated as some of the world’s most 
picturesque areas for several compelling reasons:
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1.	 Dramatic Landscapes: Fjords boast breathtaking 
scenery with towering cliffs and steep-sided valleys, 
creating a dramatic and awe-inspiring natural 
canvas. Example: Norway’s Geirangerfjord.

2.	 Scenic Mountain Backdrops: Fjords are often 
framed by majestic mountain ranges that add to 
their visual appeal, creating a harmonious blend 
of earth, water, and sky. Example: Milford Sound 
in New Zealand.

3.	 Crystal-Clear Waters: The fjords deep, clear blue 
waters contrast vividly with the surrounding 
greenery, producing stunning vistas that captivate 
photographers and visitors alike. Example: 
Doubtful Sound in New Zealand.

4.	 Rich Biodiversity: Fjords support diverse marine 
life, making them vibrant ecosystems that enhance 
their aesthetic allure. Example: Saguenay Fjord in 
Canada.

In essence, fjords captivate with their geological 
splendor, serene waters, and the harmonious interplay 
of mountains, cliffs, and waterfalls, making them 
quintessential examples of nature’s artistry.

Q7.	 Why is the South-West Monsoon called 
‘Purvaiya’ (easterly) in Bhojpur Region? 
How has this directional seasonal wind 
system influenced the cultural ethos of the 
region?	 (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Explain why South-West Monsoon called 

"Purvaiya'.

2.	 Explain its influence on cultural ethos.

3.	 Summarize the reasons behind the South-West 
Monsoon being called ‘Purvaiya’ in the Bhojpur 
region due to its easterly arrival.

4.	 Emphasize how this monsoon wind system 
has deeply influenced the cultural ethos of the 
region, particularly in agriculture, festivals and 
livelihoods.

Answer:
The South-West Monsoon is called ‘Purvaiya’ (easterly) in 
the Bhojpur Region due to a regional perspective on wind 
direction. While the South-West Monsoon typically blows 
from the southwest direction in most parts of India, in the 
Bhojpur Region, it is seen as coming from the east, which 
is why it is referred to as ‘Purvaiya’.
This easterly monsoon wind system has had a significant 
influence on the cultural ethos of the region. Here are a 
few key points to consider:

1.	 Agriculture and Food: The easterly monsoon 
brings much-needed rainfall, ensuring abundant 
water for agriculture. This has shaped the 
farming practices and crops grown in the region, 
influencing the local cuisine and food culture.

2.	 Festivals and Traditions: Arrival of ‘Purvaiya’ is 
celebrated with religious fervor and rituals like 
Teej, where women pray for the well-being of their 
husbands. 

3.	 Clothing and Crafts: The weather patterns 
associated with the monsoon influence the 
traditional clothing styles, with an emphasis on 
lightweight and breathable fabrics. 

4.	 Sense of Renewal: ‘Purvaiya’ brings relief 
from scorching summers and rejuvenates 
the environment. It symbolizes renewal and 
transformation, influencing the region’s cultural 
narrative.

‘Purvaiya’ is more than just a meteorological phenomenon; 
it is a cultural cornerstone that influences traditions, 
practices, and the collective identity of the people in 
the Bhojpur region, showcasing the profound impact of 
nature on human culture and heritage.

Q8.	 Do you think marriage as a sacrament is 
loosing its value in Modern India?

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Provide an overview of the traditional concept of 

marriage as a sacrament in India.

2.	 Mention that the value and perception of 
marriage have evolved in response to changing 
societal dynamics.

3.	 Explain the changing dynamics in modern  
India.

4.	 Summarize the complex nature of the changing 
perception of marriage in modern India.

5.	 Recognize that while some may view marriage as 
a sacrament with diminishing value, others still 
hold it in high regard. The evolution of marriage 
in India reflects a diverse and evolving society 
where individual choices and values coexist with 
tradition and cultural significance.

Answer:
The concept of marriage as a sacrament in modern India 
is a topic of ongoing debate and evolution. Here are 
some key points to consider when discussing the value of 
marriage as a sacrament in modern India:

1.	 Evolving Perspectives: With changing social 
dynamics, there is an increasing emphasis 
on individualism, personal fulfillment, and 
compatibility in marriages. 

2.	 Delayed Marriages: There is a trend towards 
delayed marriages as individuals focus on 
education and career development. 

3.	 Divorce Rates: Rising divorce rates suggest 
that some marriages may not endure as lifelong 
sacraments. This reflects changing attitudes 
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towards divorce as a viable option for those in 
unhappy marriages.

4.	 Gender Equality: With increased awareness of 
gender equality, marriages are evolving towards 
partnerships based on mutual respect and shared 
responsibilities.

5.	 Interfaith and Inter-caste Marriages: Society is 
becoming more accepting of interfaith and inter-
caste marriages, challenging older societal norms.

While marriage as a sacrament may have undergone 
transformation, it’s essential to recognize that these 
changes do not universally diminish its value. For 
many, marriage still holds deep significance, and its 
evolving nature reflects a dynamic society adapting to 
contemporary values and challenges.

Q9.	 Explain why suicide among young women is 
increasing in Indian society.

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Provide an overview of the concerning trend of 

increasing suicide rates among young women in 
India.

2.	 Explain the factors contributing to the increase 
in suicide among young women.

3.	 Summarize the multifaceted factors contributing 
to the increase in suicide among young women 
in Indian society.

4.	 Emphasize the importance of addressing mental 
health challenges, reducing gender-based 
violence, and providing support structures to 
reverse this alarming trend and ensure the well-
being of young women in India.

Answer:
Suicide among young women in Indian society is a 
complex issue influenced by a multitude of social, 
economic, cultural, and psychological factors. As many as 
45,026 women died by suicide in India in 2021.
Following are the possible factor to consider:

1.	 Mental Health Stigma: Stigma surrounding 
mental health issues in India has historically 
prevented many young women from seeking 
help.

2.	 Gender Discrimination: Gender discrimination 
and inequality persist in many parts of India. 
Women may face higher levels of stress and 
depression due to social pressures and limited 
opportunities.

3.	 Education and Employment: While women’s 
educational attainment has improved, many 
still face limited access to quality education and 
job opportunities. High unemployment rates, 
particularly among educated women, can lead to 
feelings of hopelessness.

4.	 Social Media and Cyberbullying: The rise of social 
media has introduced new stressors, including 
cyberbullying and body image issues, which can 
impact young women’s mental health.

It's important to note that these factors are interconnected 
and often overlap. To address the increasing suicide rates 
among young women in India, a comprehensive approach 
is required, focusing on mental health awareness, 
gender equality, improved education and employment 
opportunities, and support networks.

Q10.	 Child cuddling is now being replaced by 
mobile phones. Discuss its impact on the 
socialization of children. 

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Begin by acknowledging the widespread use of 

mobile phones and their influence on various 
aspects of life.

2.	 Introduce the topic of child cuddling and its 
significance in early childhood development.

3.	 Explain its impact on the socialization of children.

4.	 Summarize the impact of mobile phone use on 
child cuddling and socialization.

5.	 Emphasize the importance of finding a balance 
between technology and physical affection to 
ensure healthy social and emotional.

Answer:
The advent of technology, particularly the ubiquity of 
mobile phones and digital devices, has ushered in a 
profound transformation in the way children interact 
with the world around them. The replacement of child 
cuddling with mobile phones can have significant 
implications for the socialization of children. Here's how 
this shift impacts them:

1.	 Diminished Emotional Bonding: Child cuddling 
is a fundamental part of parent-child bonding. 
When replaced by mobile phones, children may 
miss out on the emotional connection and comfort 
that physical affection provides.

2.	 Limited Social Interaction: Excessive screen time 
can reduce face-to-face social interactions. 

3.	 Delayed Language Development: Interactions 
with mobile devices may replace verbal 
communication, potentially leading to delayed 
language development in young children.

4.	 Risk of Addiction and Isolation: Excessive screen 
time can lead to addiction and social isolation, as 
children may prefer virtual interactions over real-
world socialization.

5.	 Reduced Creativity and Play: Mobile devices can 
limit children’s creativity and imaginative play.

In conclusion, while technology has its benefits, it’s 
crucial to strike a balance. Child cuddling and physical 
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affection remain essential for healthy emotional and 
social development in children. Parents and caregivers 
should be mindful of screen time and prioritise real-world 
interactions.

Q11.	 What are the main features of Vedic society 
and religion? Do you think some of the 
features are still prevailing in Indian society?                 

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 To answer this question comprehensively, you 

should provide a historical overview of Vedic 
society and religion, highlight the features.

2.	 Discuss their contemporary relevance or 
persistence in modern Indian society.

3.	 It’s important to recognize that India has evolved 
significantly over the centuries, and while some 
aspects endure, others have transformed or 
diminished.

Answer:
The Vedic society and religion, rooted in ancient India, 
possessed distinctive features that shaped their cultural, 
social, and spiritual landscape. These features continue 
to exert influence in various forms within modern Indian 
society. 

1.	 Polytheism: Vedic religion was polytheistic, with 
a pantheon of deities. Worship was often centered 
around gods like Indra, Agni, Varuna, and others.

2.	 Rituals and Sacrifices: Vedic rituals and sacrificial 
ceremonies (yajnas) were integral to religious 
practices. 

3.	 Caste System: The early form of the caste system 
was present, with society divided into four varnas: 
Brahmins (priests), Kshatriyas (warriors), Vaishyas 
(merchants/farmers), and Shudras (laborers).

4.	 Importance of Dharma: The concept of dharma, 
one’s duty or moral responsibility, was significant 
and guided people’s conduct.

5.	 Sanskrit Language: Sanskrit was the language of 
the Vedas and played a crucial role in religious and 
literary traditions.

As for whether some of these features still prevail in 
Indian society, yes, many aspects continue to influence 
modern India:

1.	 Polytheism: Hinduism, which has evolved from 
Vedic religion, is still practiced by a majority of 
Indians and involves worship of multiple deities.

2.	 Caste System: While significant progress has been 
made in reducing caste-based discrimination, 
elements of the caste system still persist in some 
areas of Indian society.

3.	 Dharma: The concept of dharma remains 
influential in guiding ethical and moral behaviour.

4.	 Sanskrit: Sanskrit continues to be studied and is 
considered a classical language of India.

In essence, the Vedic legacy continues to shape the 
tapestry of modern Indian society, blending ancient 
traditions with the dynamism of contemporary life. 

Q12.	 What were the major technological changes 
introduced during the Sultanate period? 
How did those technological changes 
influence the Indian society?

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Start with a brief introduction to the Sultanate 

period in India (approximately 1206-1526 CE) 
and it was a time of significant political and 
socio-cultural changes.

2.	 Discuss the major technological changes 
introduced during the Sultanate period and the 
influence on the Indian society.

3.	 Mention that the technological changes also 
facilitated cultural exchange between Islamic and 
Indian cultures, leading to a fusion of traditions 
and ideas.

4.	 Summarize how the technological changes 
introduced during the Sultanate period had a 
multifaceted influence on Indian society, ranging 
from agriculture and architecture to science and 
culture.

Answer:
During the Sultanate period in India (approximately 
1206-1526 CE), several major technological changes were 
introduced. Here are some of the key advancements:

1.	 Irrigation Systems: The construction of advanced 
irrigation systems, including canals and dams, 
improved agricultural productivity. 

2.	 Indo-Islamic Architecture: The period saw the 
fusion of Indian and Islamic architectural styles. 
Notable examples include the Qutub Minar in 
Delhi and various mosques.

3.	 Metallurgy: Advances in metallurgy, particularly 
in steel production, had a significant impact on 
weaponry and tools.

4.	 Astronomy and Mathematics: Islamic scholars 
introduced new mathematical concepts, 
including algebra and trigonometry, along with 
advancements in astronomy. 

5.	 Trade and Transportation: Improvements in trade 
routes and transportation networks facilitated 
economic growth. 
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The technological changes introduced during the 
Sultanate period in India had a profound influence on 
Indian society in several ways:

1.	 Agriculture: Improved irrigation systems boosted 
agricultural yields, leading to surplus food 
production and population growth.

2.	 Architecture: Indo-Islamic architecture influenced 
the construction of various structures, including 
forts, mosques, and mausoleums, contributing to 
the rich architectural heritage of India.

3.	 Metallurgy: Better metallurgical techniques 
resulted in the production of superior weaponry, 
influencing warfare and defense strategies.

4.	 Science and Education: The introduction of 
Islamic mathematics and astronomy contributed 
to the growth of knowledge and education in 
India.

In summary, the technological changes of the Sultanate 
period in India not only improved agricultural practices, 
architectural achievements, and economic prosperity 
but also fostered intellectual growth, cultural exchange, 
and advancements in various fields. These changes 
collectively contributed to the evolution of Indian society 
during this pivotal period in its history.

Q13.	 How did the colonial rule affect the tribals 
in India and what was the tribal response to 
the colonial oppression?	 (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Provide a brief overview of colonial rule in India 

and its duration (roughly from the 18th to the 
mid-20th century). 

2.	 Mention that tribal communities across India 
were significantly impacted by this colonial 
period.

3.	 Discuss how colonial policies disrupted 
traditional tribal lifestyles and land tenure 
systems.

4.	 Describe the social and cultural consequences, 
such as loss of cultural identity, marginalization, 
and social hierarchies imposed by the colonial 
administration.

5.	 Explore various forms of resistance and response 
by tribal communities, including armed revolts 
(Example, the Santhal Rebellion, the Munda 
Rebellion), and non-violent protests.

6.	 Highlight the importance of recognizing and 
addressing the historical injustices to ensure 
the well-being and empowerment of tribal 
populations in India.

Answer:
Colonial rule had a profound impact on tribal communities 
in India, and their response to colonial oppression varied 
across regions and tribes. Here's a concise overview:

Impact of Colonial Rule on Tribals:

1.	 Land Alienation: The British introduced land 
revenue systems that often resulted in the 
dispossession of tribal lands. Many tribes lost their 
traditional territories to the colonial administration 
or settlers.

2.	 Economic Exploitation: Tribals were subjected to 
forced labor, often under harsh conditions, for road 
construction, mining, and other infrastructure 
projects. This exploitation severely affected their 
livelihoods.

3.	 Forest Policies: The British enacted laws that 
restricted tribal access to forests, which were central 
to their sustenance. These policies disrupted their 
traditional forest-based economies.

4.	 Cultural Disruption: Colonial rule brought 
changes in tribal cultures, including the erosion 
of traditional customs, languages, and social 
structures. 

Tribal Response to Colonial Oppression:

1.	 Armed Resistance: Many tribal communities 
mounted armed rebellions against colonial forces. 
Prominent examples include the Santhal Rebellion 
(1855-56) and the Bastar Rebellion (1910).

2.	 Non-Violent Protests: Some tribal leaders and 
communities used non-violent methods to resist 
colonial oppression. They engaged in protests, 
petitions, and civil disobedience.

3.	 Cultural Preservation: Despite external pressures, 
many tribes actively worked to preserve their 
cultural heritage and traditions. This included 
efforts to safeguard their languages, rituals, and 
art forms.

4.	 Leaders and Movements: Tribal leaders like Birsa 
Munda and Rani Gaidinliu played crucial roles 
in mobilizing their communities against colonial 
exploitation. 

In conclusion, colonial rule in India had a detrimental 
impact on tribal communities, leading to land loss, 
economic exploitation, and cultural disruption. These 
historical dynamics continue to shape the socio-
economic and cultural landscape of tribal communities in 
contemporary India.

Q14.	 Comment on the resource potentials of the 
long coastline of India and highlight the 
status of natural hazard preparedness in 
these areas.          	  (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Start with an introduction briefly mentioning 

India’s extensive coastline and its resource 
potential.

2.	 Then, discuss the resource potentials.
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3.	 Transition to the status of natural hazard 
preparedness in coastal areas.

4.	 Discuss the preparedness status and relevant 
measures.

5.	 Conclude by emphasizing the importance of 
sustainable development and ongoing efforts 
to address natural hazards in India’s coastal 
regions.

Answer:
India’s extensive coastline, stretching approximately 7,500 
kilometers along the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal, 
is a vital geographical feature that significantly influences 
the nation’s economic, environmental, and social 
dynamics. This vast coastal expanse bestows India with 
a multitude of resource potentials, while simultaneously 
exposing it to various natural hazards.
Resource Potentials of India’s Long Coastline:

1.	 Marine Biodiversity: India’s coastline is rich 
in marine biodiversity, offering opportunities 
for fisheries, aquaculture, and the extraction of 
valuable resources like seaweed and shellfish. 
This sustains livelihoods and contributes to the 
economy.

2.	 Port Infrastructure: India’s major ports are 
strategically located along the coastline, facilitating 
trade and commerce. These ports play a crucial 
role in importing and exporting goods, supporting 
the nation’s economy.

3.	 Renewable Energy: The coastline provides 
favorable conditions for harnessing renewable 
energy sources like wind and solar power. Wind 
farms and solar installations along the coast 
contribute to India’s renewable energy goals.

4.	 Coastal Agriculture: The coastal areas provide 
favorable conditions for agricultural activities such 
as coconut cultivation, salt production, and shrimp 
farming.

Status of Natural Hazard Preparedness in Coastal Areas:

1.	 Cyclone Preparedness: India has made significant 
strides in cyclone preparedness, with improved 
early warning systems, evacuation plans, and 
cyclone shelters. 

2.	 Flood Management: Coastal regions are prone to 
flooding due to heavy rainfall and river discharges. 
India has implemented flood management 
measures, including embankments and drainage 
systems.

3.	 Tsunami Preparedness: After the 2004 Indian 
Ocean tsunami, India invested in a tsunami 
warning system and community awareness 
programs.

4.	 Erosion Control: Coastal erosion is a persistent 
concern in some areas. India has adopted strategies 

like shoreline protection, afforestation, and beach 
nourishment to mitigate erosion’s effects and 
safeguard coastal communities.

While significant progress has been made in natural 
hazard preparedness in coastal areas, ongoing efforts are 
vital to address the specific challenges posed by cyclones, 
floods, tsunamis, erosion, and the impacts of climate 
change, ensuring the sustainable development and 
resilience of these regions.

Q15.	 Identify and discuss the factors responsible 
for diversity of natural vegetation in 
India. Assess the significance of wildlife 
sanctuaries in rain forest regions of India. 

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Start with an introduction briefly outlining the 

diversity of natural vegetation in India and the 
factors responsible for it.

2.	 Then, delve into the factors responsible for 
vegetation diversity.

3.	 Transition to the significance of wildlife 
sanctuaries in rainforest regions.

4.	 Discuss the significance of wildlife sanctuaries.

5.	 Conclude by emphasizing the importance of 
conserving these ecosystems for biodiversity, 
research, economic benefits, climate regulation, 
and cultural preservation.

Answer:
India’s diverse natural vegetation is a testament to its rich 
ecological tapestry. From the towering Himalayan forests 
in the north to the lush Western Ghats in the south, and 
from the arid Thar Desert in the west to the dense forests 
of the northeastern states, India boasts an astonishing 
array of plant species and ecosystems. 
Factors Responsible for Diversity of Natural Vegetation 
in India:

1.	 Geographical Variation: India’s vast and varied 
geography, including the Himalayas, plains, 
plateaus, deserts, and coastlines, contributes to a 
wide range of ecosystems and vegetation types.

2.	 Climatic Diversity: India experiences diverse 
climates, from the arid Thar Desert in the west to 
the humid tropical climate of the Western Ghats in 
the south. 

3.	 Monsoonal Influence: The Indian monsoon, with 
its seasonal rainfall patterns, significantly impacts 
vegetation. For example, the Western Ghats 
receive heavy monsoonal rainfall, fostering lush 
tropical rainforests.

4.	 Altitude Variation: Altitude influences 
temperature and precipitation levels, resulting in 
distinct vegetation zones. 
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5.	 Soil Types: India’s diverse soil types, including 
alluvial, red, and lateritic soils, affect the 
distribution of vegetation. For example, the fertile 
alluvial soils of the Indo-Gangetic plain support 
extensive agriculture.

Significance of Wildlife Sanctuaries in Rainforest 
Regions with Examples:

1.	 Biodiversity Conservation: Wildlife sanctuaries 
in rainforest regions, such as the Western Ghats, 
play a pivotal role in conserving diverse flora and 
fauna. For example, the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Kerala.

2.	 Scientific Research: These sanctuaries serve as 
vital research hubs. For example, the Agumbe 
Rainforest Reseach Station in Karnataka.

3.	 Ecotourism and Education: Rainforest sanctuaries 
attract eco-tourists and students, generating 
income for local communities. The Valparai 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu offers guided 
tours and environmental education programs.

4.	 Climate Regulation: Rainforests in sanctuaries 
like Silent Valley National Park in Kerala act as 
carbon sinks, helping mitigate climate change by 
absorbing carbon dioxide.

Wildlife sanctuaries in rainforest regions are pivotal in 
preserving this diversity, offering a multitude of benefits, 
including biodiversity conservation, scientific research, 
ecotourism, climate regulation, cultural preservation, 
and habitat connectivity. They represent crucial efforts in 
safeguarding India’s rich natural heritage for current and 
future generations.

Q16.	 Why did human development fail to keep 
pace with economic development in India? 

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Highlight the widening income gap between the 

rich and poor.

2.	 Discuss how economic growth has 
disproportionately benefited the affluent, 
leaving a significant portion of the population 
behind.

3.	 Explain the disparities in economic development 
among Indian states and regions.

4.	 Discuss challenges in the education sector, 
such as inadequate infrastructure and teacher 
shortages.

5.	 Point out disparities in access to quality 
education, particularly in rural and marginalized 
communities.

6.	 Address issues related to limited access to quality 
healthcare services.

7.	 Suggest reforms to ensure that economic benefits 
reach all segments of the population.

8.	 Emphasize the importance of adopting a 
comprehensive approach that focuses on 
inclusive economic growth, improved education 
and healthcare, gender equality, rural and 
regional development, and poverty reduction to 
bridge this gap effectively.

Answer:
India, as one of the world’s fastest-growing economies, has 
consistently demonstrated remarkable strides in terms of 
economic development. However, amid these impressive 
economic achievements, a paradoxical scenario persists 
– one where human development indicators have not 
advanced at an equivalent pace.

The failure of human development to keep pace with 
economic development in India can be attributed to 
several interconnected factors:

1.	 Income Inequality: Despite significant economic 
growth, income inequality in India has widened. 
According to the Oxfam’s Report “Survival of the 
Richest: The India story”, the richest 1% in India 
now own more than 40% of the country’s total 
wealth, while the bottom half of the population 
together share just 3% of wealth.

2.	 Education Challenges: While India has made 
progress in expanding access to education, the 
quality of education remains a concern. Rural 
schools often lack infrastructure and qualified 
teachers.

3.	 Healthcare Disparities: Access to quality 
healthcare services varies widely across the 
country. Rural areas often lack adequate healthcare 
infrastructure, resulting in higher morbidity rates 
and reduced life expectancy.

4.	 Gender Inequality: Gender disparities in 
education, employment, and access to healthcare 
hinder overall human development. India ranks 
127 out of 146 countries in the Global Gender Gap 
Index 2023.

5.	 Unemployment and Underemployment: Despite 
economic growth, India faces challenges related to 
unemployment and underemployment, especially 
among the youth. 

Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted 
approach that goes beyond economic growth. It involves 
investing in quality education, improving healthcare 
access, promoting gender equality, implementing 
targeted poverty reduction programs, and ensuring that 
the benefits of economic development are distributed 
more equitably. 
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Q17.	 From being net food importer in 1960s, India 
has emerged as a net food exporter to the 
world. Provide reasons.	 (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Begin by introducing the transformation of 

India’s food trade situation from a net food 
importer in the 1960s to a net food exporter in 
recent years. 

2.	 Discuss the role of the Green Revolution in the 
1960s and 1970s. 

3.	 Explain how investments in agricultural research 
and technology, such as the development of 
hybrid seeds and better farming practices, have 
boosted agricultural productivity over the years. 

4.	 Highlight the importance of government policies 
and initiatives aimed at supporting farmers. 

5.	 Discuss the improvement in rural infrastructures. 

6.	 Summarize the key points and conclude 
by emphasizing the significance of India’s 
transformation into a net food exporter and its 
potential for continued growth in the agricultural 
sector.

Answer:
India’s transformation from a net food importer in 
the 1960s to a net food exporter on the global stage is a 
remarkable journey that reflects the nation’s agricultural 
prowess and strategic initiatives. 

Key factors that contributed to this shift: 

1.	 Green Revolution: The introduction of high-
yielding crop varieties, advanced farming 
techniques, and increased use of fertilizers and 
pesticides during the Green Revolution in the 1960s 
dramatically boosted agricultural productivity. 

2.	 Improved Agricultural Practices: Adoption of 
modern farming practices, such as precision 
agriculture and efficient irrigation systems, has 
significantly increased crop yields and reduced 
post-harvest losses. 

3.	 Government Initiatives: The Indian government 
has played a crucial role through policies like 
Minimum Support Prices (MSP), which ensure 
fair returns to farmers, and investment in rural 
infrastructure, including roads and storage 
facilities. 

4.	 Crop Diversification: India diversified its crop 
production to include not only staples like rice and 
wheat but also cash crops like cotton, sugarcane, 
and spices, meeting both domestic and global 
demands. 

5.	 Market Liberalization: Trade liberalization and 
the reduction of export restrictions have facilitated 

India’s access to international markets, fostering 
its emergence as a net food exporter. 

6.	 Technological Advancements: The adoption 
of technology-driven solutions, such as mobile 
apps for farmers and online marketplaces, has 
improved access to information, markets, and 
financial resources. 

Today, India stands as not only a significant food producer 
for its own population but also a reliable source of food for 
the world. As the nation continues to adapt and evolve, its 
role as a net food exporter remains pivotal in meeting the 
global demand for agricultural products, reaffirming its 
status as an agricultural powerhouse on the world stage. 

Q18.	 Does urbanization lead to more segregation 
and/or marginalization of the poor in Indian 
metropolises?       	 (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Provide context by mentioning India’s rapid 

urbanization and the increasing population in 
metropolises.

2.	 Highlight the importance of understanding the 
impact of urbanization on the poor.

3.	 Summarize the key factors contributing to the 
segregation and marginalization of the urban 
poor in Indian metropolises.

4.	 Emphasize the importance of adopting a 
comprehensive approach that combines 
affordable housing, formalization of the informal 
economy, improved access to basic services, skill 
development, and social inclusion initiatives to 
address this issue effectively.

Answer:
Urbanization in India is a phenomenon of unprecedented 
proportions. Urbanization, while holding the potential 
for transformation and upward mobility, has also given 
rise to complex socio-economic challenges. Among these, 
the issue of segregation and marginalization of the urban 
poor looms large.
Factors Leading to Segregation and Marginalization:

1.	 Limited Affordable Housing: Rapid urbanization 
results in a scarcity of affordable housing options. 
As a result, many low-income individuals are 
forced to live in informal settlements or slums, 
often located on the outskirts of cities, leading to 
spatial segregation.

2.	 Income Disparities: Metropolises tend to have 
a concentration of high-income jobs, while a 
significant portion of the urban population works 
in low-paying informal sectors. This income gap 
contributes to economic segregation, with the 
affluent living in well-off neighbourhoods and the 
poor in economically disadvantaged areas.
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3.	 Limited Access to Basic Services: Marginalized 
urban areas often lack access to essential services 
such as quality education, healthcare, clean water, 
and sanitation facilities. This lack of access further 
marginalizes the poor, affecting their overall well-
being and opportunities for social mobility.

4.	 Social Exclusion: Discrimination and social 
exclusion based on factors like caste, religion, or 
ethnicity can lead to the marginalization of certain 
groups within metropolises, limiting their access 
to resources and opportunities.

5.	 Vulnerability to Displacement: As urban 
development projects expand, poor communities 
in informal settlements are at risk of displacement 
without adequate compensation or provision 
of alternative housing, exacerbating their 
marginalization.

Efforts to mitigate these challenges include affordable 
housing programs, formalization of the informal economy, 
improved access to basic services, skill development 
initiatives, and social inclusion programs. 

Q19.	 Why is caste identity in India both fluid and 
static?	 (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Provide context on the significance of caste in 

Indian society.

2.	 Mention that caste identity is not monolithic; it 
displays elements of fluidity and staticity.

3.	 Explain the fluid aspects of caste identity.

4.	 Static Aspects of caste identity.

5.	 Summarize the complex nature of caste identity 
in India, which exhibits both fluid and static 
elements.

6.	 Acknowledge the ongoing dynamics and the 
importance of addressing caste-related issues for 
social harmony and progress.

Answer:
Caste identity in India, deeply ingrained in the nation’s 
history and societal fabric, presents a paradoxical nature 
that is both fluid and static. This duality can be understood 
through the following factors:

Fluid Aspects of Caste Identity:

1.	 Intermarriage and Social Mobility: In modern 
India, intermarriage between different castes, 
though historically discouraged, has become more 
prevalent. Some individuals have managed to 
move up the social hierarchy through education 
and employment, challenging traditional caste 
boundaries.

2.	 Urbanization and Migration: Urbanization 
has brought people from diverse backgrounds 

into close proximity, leading to greater social 
interactions that transcend caste. Migration to 
urban areas often provides anonymity, allowing 
individuals to redefine their identities beyond 
their caste background.

Static Aspects of Caste Identity:

1.	 Endogamy and Traditional Norms: In many 
communities, particularly in rural areas, strict 
endogamy (marriage within one’s caste) is still 
widely practiced. This preserves the caste identity 
and lineage. 

2.	 Discrimination and Social Stigma: Despite legal 
and social progress, discrimination and social 
stigma associated with certain castes persist in 
many parts of India. 

3.	 Caste-Based Occupations: Certain occupations 
are still predominantly associated with specific 
castes. This occupational segregation reinforces 
caste identities. Traditional hereditary occupations 
contribute to the static nature of caste identity, as 
individuals often follow the professions of their 
forebears.

In conclusion, the duality of caste identity in India, 
marked by both fluidity and staticity, reflects the complex 
and evolving nature of this societal construct. To navigate 
this complex terrain, it is essential for India to continue its 
commitment to policies that promote inclusivity, equality, 
and justice. 

Q20.	 Discuss the impact of post-liberal economy 
on ethnic identity and communalism.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Provide context on the shift to a post-liberal 

economy in India, characterized by economic 
liberalization and globalization.

2.	 Mention the relevance of ethnic identity and 
communalism in the Indian context.

3.	 Explain the impact of post-liberal economy on 
ethnic identity.

4.	 Explain the impact of post-liberal economy on 
communalism.

5.	 Approach to address the impact.

Answer:
The advent of the post-liberal economy in India, 
characterized by economic liberalization and globalization 
since the early 1990s, has brought about significant 
changes in the socio-economic landscape of the country. 
This transformation has not only reshaped the economic 
fortunes of the nation but has also had a profound 
impact on the complex dynamics of ethnic identity and 
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communalism.
Here’s an overview of how economic liberalization and 
globalization have influenced these aspects:
Impact on Ethnic Identity:

1.	 Economic Opportunities and Migration: Economic 
liberalization has led to increased economic 
opportunities, particularly in urban areas. This has 
resulted in significant rural-to-urban migration.

2.	 Social Mobility: Economic growth has created 
pathways for social mobility that are not solely tied 
to one’s ethnic identity. 

3.	 Cultural Exchange: Economic globalization has 
facilitated cultural exchanges and interactions. 

Impact on Communalism:

1.	 Economic Disparities: Despite economic growth, 
significant economic disparities persist in India. 
These disparities can be along ethnic lines. 

2.	 Political Exploitation: Communalism is sometimes 
exploited for political gain, with politicians using 
religious or ethnic identities to mobilize support. 
Identity-based politics can deepen communal 
divides and lead to conflicts.

3.	 Urbanization and Communalism: Rapid 
urbanization in the post-liberal era has brought 
together people from diverse backgrounds in 
urban areas. In some cases, urbanization can 
exacerbate communal tensions as communities 
compete for jobs, housing, and resources.

In navigating this complex terrain, India must strive for 
inclusive economic growth, cultural understanding, 
responsible politics, and community engagement. 
Promoting policies and initiatives that ensure the equitable 
distribution of economic benefits among all ethnic groups 
is vital for fostering social harmony and unity. 



Q1.	 How will you explain that Medieval Indian 
temple sculptures represent the social life of 
those days?� (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Medieval Indian temple sculptures depict the 

social life and cultural practices prevalent during 
that era.

2.	 These sculptures were not only religious but also 
had a socio-cultural significance.

3.	 They portrayed various aspects of daily life 
such as farming, hunting, dancing, music, social 
gatherings and religious ceremonies.

4.	 The sculptures also depicted different classes of 
society such as kings, queens, traders, farmers 
and labourers.

Answer:
Medieval Indian temple sculptures provide valuable 
insights into the social life and cultural practices of that 
period through:

1.	 Depiction of Daily Activities: Scenes of 
agriculture, hunting, fishing, trade, crafts and 
other daily activities provide an understanding of 
people's occupations and livelihoods.

2.	 Representation of Social Hierarchy: Depictions of 
kings, nobles, priests, artisans and common people 
illustrate the hierarchical structure of society.

3.	 Illustration of Religious and Ritual Practices: 
Sculptures show religious ceremonies, processions 
and acts of devotion, highlighting the importance 
of religion in society.

4.	 Depiction of Social Interactions: Scenes of 
families, couples and friends reveal social bonds, 
love, friendship and familial ties.

5.	 Reflection of Clothing and Adornments:  
Representations of clothing, jewellery and 
adornments showcase fashion trends and material 
culture of medieval India.

Overall, these sculptures serve as historical and 
cultural artifacts, providing glimpses of daily life, social 
hierarchies, religious practices, social interactions and 
material culture, contributing to our understanding of 
medieval India's social and artistic heritage.

General Studies Paper-I
Q2. 	 Why did the armies of the British East India 

Company – mostly comprising of Indian 
soldiers – win consistently against the more 
numerous and better equipped armies of the 
then Indian rulers? Give reasons.

	�  (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 The British East India Company used modern 

warfare techniques such as superior artillery, 
better-trained soldiers and improved logistics.

2.	 The Indian rulers were not united and had 
internal conflicts and rivalries, making it easier 
for the British to conquer them.

3.	 The British also had the advantage of naval 
power, which allowed them to control the coasts 
and cut off supply lines.

4.	 The British employed the policy of divide and 
rule, creating alliances with some Indian rulers 
against others, which weakened their opposition.

Answer:
The armies of the British East India Company consisting 
of Indian soldiers were able to consistently win against the 
better-equipped armies of Indian rulers for the following 
reasons:

1.	 Modern Warfare Techniques: The British East 
India Company used modern warfare techniques 
that included the use of artillery, infantry and 
cavalry. These techniques were much superior to 
those used by Indian rulers, which relied heavily 
on elephants and their swordsmen.

2.	 Better Organization: The British East India 
Company had a better-organised army than Indian 
rulers. They had a proper chain of command, 
better communication and well-trained soldiers, 
which was lacking in Indian armies.

4.	 Divide and Rule Policy: The British East India 
Company adopted a policy of divide and rule, 
where they would ally with some Indian rulers 
and fight against others. 

In conclusion, the armies of the British East India 
Company were able to win consistently against the 
more numerous and better-equipped armies of Indian 
rulers due to their modern warfare techniques, better 
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organization, superior weaponry, divide and rule policy 
and the political instability of Indian rulers.

Q3.	 Why was there a sudden spurt in famines 
in colonial India since the mid-eighteenth 
century? Give reasons. � (150 words)  [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 British rule resulted in the concentration of land 

ownership, leading to large-scale monoculture 
and neglect of traditional food crops.

2.	 British policies such as the introduction of 
railways, canal irrigation and cash crops led to 
the diversion of resources from food production 
and vulnerability to market fluctuations.

3.	 Increased taxation and commercialization of 
agriculture further contributed to the crisis.

Answer:
The mid-eighteenth century marked a period of 
significant upheaval and a sudden increase in famines in 
colonial India. This troubling trend can be attributed to 
a confluence of historical, economic, and political factors 
that dramatically altered the social and agricultural 
landscape of the subcontinent.
Reasons for the sudden spurt in famines in colonial 
India since the mid-eighteenth century:

1.	 British Land Revenue Policies: Introduction of the 
Permanent Settlement System in 1793 led to high 
revenue charges by Zamindars, impoverishing 
peasants and reducing agricultural productivity.

2.	 Commercialization of Agriculture: Shift to cash-
crop farming for export, such as cotton, indigo and 
opium, decreased food production and caused 
economic ruin for farmers during famines.

3.	 Free Trade Policies: Import of cheaper grains 
decreased demand for Indian grains, resulting in 
lower prices and economic hardship for farmers.

4.	 Railway Construction:  Railways facilitated food 
transportation, depleting food reserves in famine-
hit regions.

Steps to combat famines in colonial India:

1.	 Land Reforms: Equitable land revenue policies to 
encourage food crop cultivation and reduce food 
insecurity.

2.	 Diversification of Agriculture: Encourage crop 
diversity to enhance agricultural productivity and 
reduced dependence on cash crops.

3.	 Redistribution of Resources: Promote equal 
development across regions to prevent resource 
concentration.

4.	 Infrastructure Development: Improve roads, 
storage and irrigation facilities to enhance 
agricultural productivity and food transport.

To prevent future famines, reforming land policies, 
diversifying agriculture, redistributing resources, creating 
food reserves and developing infrastructure were crucial 
steps.

Q4.	 Describe the characteristics and types of 
primary rocks.     	 (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Primary rocks are the oldest rocks in the earth's 

crust and they are also known as igneous rocks.

2.	 These rocks are formed from the cooling and 
solidification of molten lava or magma.

3.	 Primary rocks are typically hard and dense and 
they have a crystalline structure.

4.	 These rocks are classified into two types: plutonic 
and volcanic.

Answer:
Primary rocks are formed at the first instance in the 
geological time scale and they are a result of solidification 
of magma and lava like granite, gabbro, basalt, pegmatite.
Characteristics of primary rocks:

1.	 Oldest rocks without metamorphic, tectonic, or 
volcanic activity.

2.	 Composed mainly of minerals like quartz, feldspar, 
mica and amphiboles.

3.	 Hard and dense, difficult to break or erode.

4.	 Formed from cooling and solidification of magma 
or lava, associated with volcanic and plutonic 
activity.

5.	 Classified based on mineral composition, texture 
and structure.

Types of primary rocks:

1.	 Intrusive (Plutonic) Igneous Rocks: 

	 (a)	 These rocks form beneath the Earth's 
surface when magma cools slowly. 

	 (b)	 Coarse grained structure because of slow 
cooling. 

	 (c)	 Usually they are dark and dense. 

	 (d)	 Examples include granite and diorite.

2.	 Extrusive (Volcanic) Igneous Rocks: 

	 (a)	 These rocks form on the Earth's surface 
when lava cools quickly. 

	 (b)	 Fine grained structure because of sudden 
cooling.

	 (c)	 Usually light color and less dense.

	 (d)	 Examples include basalt and pumice.
In conclusion, primary rocks are foundational, possessing 
unique characteristics and classified into igneous, 
sedimentary and metamorphic types based on their origin 
and composition. Knowledge of primary rocks is essential 
for studying the earth's history and geological processes.
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Q5.	 Discuss the meaning of colour-coded 
weather warnings for cyclone prone areas 
given by India Meteorological Department. 
� (150 words)  [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 The India Meteorological Department (IMD) 

issues colour-coded warnings for cyclone-prone 
areas in India.

2.	 These warnings are aimed at alerting people to 
the severity of the cyclone and helping them 
take necessary precautions.

3.	 The warnings are based on the intensity of the 
cyclone, the expected wind speeds and the 
potential damage it could cause.

4.	 The IMD issues four types of warnings: Green, 
Yellow, Orange and Red.

Answer:
India is a cyclone-prone country with a long coastline on 
the eastern and western sides. The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) issues colour-coded weather warnings 
for cyclones, which help the authorities and citizens 
prepare for the cyclone's impact.
The colour-coded weather warnings are as follows:

1.	 Green Alert: This alert indicates that there is 
no immediate danger and the cyclone is in a 
developing stage. 

2.	 Yellow Alert: This alert indicates that there is a 
need for attention and the cyclone is likely to hit 
the coast. 

3.	 Orange Alert: This alert indicates that there is a 
high degree of risk and the cyclone is expected 
to cause severe damage to infrastructure and 
property.

4.	 Red Alert: This alert indicates that there is a very 
high degree of risk and the cyclone is expected 
to cause extensive damage to infrastructure and 
property. 

The IMD also provides detailed information on the likely 
impact of the cyclone, such as the expected wind speed, 
storm surge and rainfall. For example, during the cyclone 
'Fani' in 2019, the IMD had issued a red alert for Odisha 
and the state authorities had evacuated more than 1.2 
million people from the vulnerable areas, which resulted 
in minimal loss of life.

Q6.	 Discuss the natural resource potentials of 
‘Deccan Trap’. � (150 words) [10] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Deccan Trap is a large volcanic province located 

in central India.

2.	 It was formed around 66 million years ago during 
the end-Cretaceous mass extinction event.

3.	 Deccan Trap covers an area of about 500,000 
square kilometres and contains multiple layers 
of basaltic lava flows and sedimentary rocks.

4.	 It has large deposits of minerals like iron, 
manganese, bauxite and chromite.

Answer:
Deccan Traps, a vast region in central and western India, 
offers significant natural resources.
Following are its characteristics:

1.	 Minerals: Abundant in iron ore, manganese, 
copper, gold, silver and platinum, with massive 
iron ore reserves estimated at 8.2 billion tons.

2.	 Groundwater: Excellent potential for groundwater 
recharge, supported by large basaltic aquifers, 
extensively used for irrigation.

3.	 Geothermal energy: High temperatures in basaltic 
rocks make the region suitable for harnessing 
geothermal energy for electricity generation and 
industrial purposes.

4.	 Biodiversity: Unique ecosystem supporting 
endemic plant and animal species, rich in diverse 
flora and fauna, including mammals, reptiles and 
birds.

5.	 Basaltic rock: Widely utilized in construction, 
road building and concrete aggregate, offering a 
vast source for various construction purposes.

6.	 Tourism: Attractive natural features such as 
waterfalls, caves and wildlife sanctuaries draw 
tourists worldwide, showcasing the region's 
natural beauty and wildlife.

To ensure sustainable development, responsible use of 
these resources is crucial to safeguard the environment 
and benefit local communities.

Q7.	 Examine the potential of wind energy in 
India and explain the reasons for their 
limited spatial spread. � (150 words)  [10]

Approach to question:
Potential of Wind Energy in India:

1.	 India has vast potential for wind energy due to 
its long coastline and ample land resources.

2.	 According to estimates, India has a total wind 
energy potential of 302 GW, out of which 95 GW 
has been assessed as technically feasible.

Reasons for Limited Spatial Spread:

1.	 The main challenge in the spatial spread of wind 
energy is the availability of suitable land and 
infrastructure for wind farms.

2.	 Wind power plants require large land areas for 
installation of turbines and many states in India 
are facing land acquisition challenges.
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Answer:
India has the world’s fourth largest wind power capacity 
because of high onshore potential. However, nearly 70% 
is concentrated in a few states showing limited spatial 
spread.
Potential of Wind Energy in India:

1.	 India has the fourth largest installed wind power 
capacity in the world, with a capacity of over 38 
GW.

2.	 The potential for wind energy in India is estimated 
to be around 302 GW, with the highest potential in 
coastal regions, especially in Tamil Nadu, Gujarat 
and Maharashtra.

3.	 India's Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
(MNRE) has set a target of achieving 60 GW of 
wind power capacity by 2022.

Reasons for Limited Spatial Spread of Wind Energy in 
India:

1.	 Land Acquisition: Challenges in acquiring land for 
large-scale wind farms due to limited availability 
and complexities in the process.

2.	 Transmission Infrastructure: Lack of adequate 
transmission infrastructure, especially in wind-rich 
states far from load centres, increasing transmission 
costs and reducing project profitability.

3.	 Policy Uncertainty: Inconsistent policies and 
regulatory frameworks, such as feed-in tariffs 
and tax incentives, hinder project planning and 
financing.

To fully harness wind energy's potential, addressing 
land acquisition, improving transmission infrastructure, 
ensuring policy consistency and addressing technical 
challenges and local community concerns are essential. A 
collective effort from the government, industry and civil 
society is crucial for sustainable wind energy development 
in India.

Q8.	 Explore and evaluate the impact of ‘Work 
From Home’ on family relationships. �

� (150 words)  [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Increased time spent together as a family due to 

no commute time and flexible work schedules 
can lead to improved family bonding and 
relationships.

2.	 Work from home also allows for more time for 
household duties and childcare, which can lead 
to a more equitable distribution of labour and 
reduce stress on one parent.

Answer:
The shift to "Work From Home" (WFH) arrangements, 
accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic, has brought 
about significant changes in the dynamics of family 
relationships. While the impact can vary from one family 
to another, it is essential to evaluate both the positive and 
negative aspects.

1.	 Increased Interaction: Work From Home (WFH) 
has increased the time family members spend 
together, leading to improved bonding and closer 
relationships.

2.	 Role Reversal: Changed roles and responsibilities 
may cause tension and conflicts as power dynamics 
shift.

3.	 Work-Life Balance: Blurring work and personal 
life can lead to stress and affect family relationships.

4.	 Increased Workload:  Higher workload leads 
to stress and burnout, making individuals less 
engaged with family.

5.	 Privacy Concerns: Lack of separate workspaces 
and confidentiality during calls can cause 
discomfort and conflicts.

6.	 Inadequate Communication:  Insufficient 
communication about needs and expectations can 
lead to misunderstandings and conflicts.

Evaluation:

1.	 Impact depends on family dynamics, personalities 
and work demands.

2.	 Proper management can mitigate negative 
impacts.

3.	 Setting boundaries, regular communication and 
stress-relief activities are essential.

Conclusion:
WFH brings both benefits and challenges to family 
relationships. Managing work-life balance, communication 
and stress can help maintain healthy family dynamics 
during this new normal.

Q9.	 How is the growth of Tier 2 cities related 
to the rise of a new middle class with an 
emphasis on the culture of consumption? 

(150 words)  [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Tier 2 cities in India are experiencing rapid 

growth due to the rise of a new middle class.

2.	 This middle class has emerged due to factors 
such as economic liberalization, globalization 
and urbanization.

3.	 The culture of consumption is a key aspect of 
this middle class, as they have greater disposable 
income and are eager to spend on goods and 
services that were once considered luxuries.

Answer:
The growth of Tier 2 cities in India is related to the rise of 
a new middle class and the culture of consumption in the 
following ways:

1.	 Increased Purchasing Power: Middle-class 
individuals have higher disposable incomes, 
leading to increased spending on consumer goods 
and services.
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2.	 Availability of Jobs: The growth of Tier 2 cities 
has created new job opportunities, contributing to 
higher income levels and consumption.

3.	 Better Infrastructure: Improved infrastructure 
enhances the standard of living, driving demand 
for consumer goods and services.

4.	 Rise of E-commerce: E-commerce enables easy 
access to a wide range of consumer products, 
promoting consumption.

5.	 Emergence of Lifestyle Trends: New lifestyle 
trends lead to higher demand for products like 
health and wellness items, luxury goods and 
entertainment options.

Challenges:

1.	 Environmental Impact: Increased consumption 
contributes to carbon emissions and waste 
generation, impacting the environment.

2.	 Social Inequalities: Rising middle-class wealth 
widens income gaps between the rich and poor.

3.	 Financial Burden: Consumer culture can lead 
to financial strain and debt for middle-class 
individuals.

In conclusion, while Tier 2 city growth and the culture of 
consumption bring benefits, addressing environmental 
impact, social inequalities and financial burdens are 
essential for sustainable development.

Q10.	 Given the diversities among tribal 
communities in India, in which specific 
contexts should they be considered as a 
single category?� (150 words) [10] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Tribal communities in India are diverse and have 

distinct socio-cultural practices and beliefs.

2.	 However, there are certain contexts where they 
can be considered as a single category, such as 
when it comes to issues of land rights, resource 
exploitation and political representation.

Answer:
Tribal communities in India have a rich cultural and social 
heritage, characterized by diversity in language, customs, 
beliefs and practices. While they cannot be generalized as 
a single category, certain specific contexts highlight their 
shared experiences.

Constitutional Provisions:

1.	 The Indian constitution recognizes scheduled 
tribes as a distinct category, providing them 
specific rights and protections.

2.	 Reserved representation in parliament, state 
assemblies, educational institutions and 
government jobs.

Economic Status:

1.	 Historically marginalized and economically 
backward.

2.	 Dependent on natural resources for livelihood, 
facing poverty, lack of education, healthcare and 
infrastructure.

Social and Cultural Identity:

1.	 Unique social and cultural identity differentiating 
them from mainstream culture.

2.	 Encounter discrimination and prejudice from 
dominant communities.

Land and Forest Rights:

1.	 Strong connection to land and forests, vital to their 
identity and livelihood.

2.	 Struggles to secure land and forest rights due to 
inadequate compensation and exploitation.

While tribal communities in India are diverse, certain 
aspects highlight their common experiences and 
challenges. Constitutional provisions, economic status, 
social and cultural identity, land and forest rights, health 
and nutrition and education form significant factors that 
warrant attention in policies and programs aimed at their 
welfare and inclusivity.

Q11.	 The political and administrative 
reorganization of states and territories has 
been a continuous ongoing process since 
the mid-nineteenth century. Discuss with 
examples. � (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 The political and administrative reorganization 

of states and territories in India began with the 
introduction of the British administrative system.

2.	 In 1853, the first state was formed by merging 
the territories of the Maratha Empire under 
British rule, which was followed by the creation 
of other states based on linguistic, cultural and 
administrative considerations.

Answer:
In the British Raj,  administrative divisions were structured 
to serve colonial interests. The Indian National Movement 
advocated for a unified and independent India, sparked 
discussions on political and administrative reorganization.

1.	 Post-Independence Reorganization:

	 States Reorganization Commission (SRC) 1953: 
Established to review territorial divisions and 
recommend changes.

	 Examples: Creation of Andhra Pradesh and 
Maharashtra in 1956 based on the linguistic 
principle.

2.	 Formation of New States:

	 Linguistic Principle: States reorganized or newly 
created based on language, like Telangana and 
Uttarakhand.

	 Ethnic and Cultural Factors: Creation of Nagaland, 
Mizoram and Manipur to recognize regional 
diversity.
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3.	 Union Territories (UTs):

	 Conversion: Jammu and Kashmir bifurcated into 
two UTs, Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh in 2019.

	 Puducherry: Became a UT in 1963 with a unique 
administrative setup.

4.	 Changes in Territory:

	 Transfer of Enclaves: Border disputes resolved 
with Bangladesh in 2015 through enclave 
exchange.

	 Merger of Territories: Daman and Diu merged 
with Dadra and Nagar Haveli into a single UT in 
2020.

5.	 Recent Developments:

	 Demand for Gorkhaland: Ongoing demand for a 
separate state in West Bengal.

	 Consideration of New UTs: Leh in Ladakh and 
Kargil district under consideration for UT status.

In conclusion, India's political and administrative 
reorganization has been a continuous process since 
independence. It aims to address regional aspirations, 
promote development and ensure effective governance. 
Linguistic, ethnic and cultural factors play a significant 
role in shaping states and UTs. Recent developments 
indicate that the reorganization process remains dynamic 
and responsive to evolving demands and aspirations of 
the nation's diverse regions.

Q12. 	Discuss the main contributions of Gupta 
period and Chola period to Indian heritage 
and culture. � (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
Gupta Period:

1.	 Golden Age of India: The Gupta period was 
a golden age of India's history, marked by 
unprecedented peace, prosperity and artistic 
achievement.

2.	 Literature: The period saw the composition of 
many great works of literature, including the 
plays of Kalidasa and the Gupta Empire's official 
histories.

Chola Period:

1.	 Maritime Trade: The Chola period saw the 
development of a powerful maritime empire, 
with extensive trade networks extending to 
Southeast Asia and beyond.

2.	 Architecture: The Cholas were also known for 
their impressive architectural achievements, 
including the Brihadeeswarar Temple and 
the Airavatesvara Temple, both of which are 
UNESCO World Heritage sites.

Answer:
Gupta period was marked by numerous achievements 
in various fields, including art, literature, science and 
religion. 

Contributions of the Gupta period to Indian Heritage 
and Culture:

1.	 Golden Age of Indian Art and Literature: The 
Gupta period (c. 320–550 CE) is known as the 
Golden Age of Indian civilization. It witnessed 
remarkable advancements in art, literature and 
architecture, which greatly enriched Indian 
heritage.

2.	 Literary Achievements: Sanskrit literature 
flourished during this period with the famous 
playwright Kalidasa and his works like 
"Abhijnanasakuntalam" and "Meghaduta". 
Other renowned works include "Kama Sutra" by 
Vatsyayana and "Arthashastra" by Kautilya.

3.	 Mathematics and Astronomy: The concept of 
zero and decimal system originated during this 
period. Aryabhata, the great mathematician and 
astronomer, wrote the Aryabhatiya, a seminal 
work in astronomy.

4.	 Art and Architecture: Gupta art is known for its 
exquisite sculptures and cave temples. The Ajanta 
and Ellora caves, adorned with beautiful frescoes 
and sculptures, stand as testaments to the artistic 
brilliance of this era.

Chola Period Contributions to Indian Heritage and 
Culture:

1. 	 Maritime Trade and Economy: The Chola period 
(c. 9th-13th century CE) saw a thriving maritime 
trade network with Southeast Asia, leading 
to significant economic growth and cultural 
exchange.

2.	 Temple Architecture: The Cholas were great 
patrons of temple architecture. They built 
magnificent temples like Brihadeeswara temple 
at Thanjavur and Airavateswara temple at 
Darasuram, showcasing exceptional architectural 
expertise.

3.	 Literature and Language: Tamil literature 
flourished during the Chola reign. The epic 
"Silappatikaram" and the "Tirukkural" by 
Thiruvalluvar are remarkable literary works from 
this era.

4.	 Nataraja and Cultural Expression: The Chola 
period saw the emergence of the iconic Nataraja 
sculpture, representing Lord Shiva in his cosmic 
dance form. 

Both the Gupta and Chola periods left a lasting impact 
on Indian heritage and culture. They ushered in a 
period of intellectual and artistic brilliance, contributing 
significantly to the country's cultural and historical legacy.

Q13.	 Discuss the significance of the lion and 
bull figures in Indian mythology, art and 
architecture. � (250 words) [15]
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Approach to question:
1.	 The lion and bull are important symbols in 

Indian mythology, art and architecture.

2.	 The lion is often associated with power, strength 
and courage. It is a symbol of royalty and is 
associated with various deities, including Lord 
Vishnu, Goddess Durga and Lord Narasimha.

Answer:
The lion and bull figures have significant importance 
in Indian mythology, art and architecture, representing 
various ideas and concepts. Here are some points 
highlighting their significance:
Lion:

1.	 In Hindu mythology, the lion is the vehicle of the 
goddess Durga and her various incarnations such 
as Kali, Chandi and Ambika, representing strength 
and fearlessness.

2.	 The lion is often associated with power, strength 
and courage. It is a symbol of royalty and is 
associated with various deities, including Lord 
Vishnu, Goddess Durga and Lord Narasimha.

3.	 In Buddhism, the lion symbolises the Buddha's 
royal past and represents his teachings of 
fearlessness and wisdom.

4.	 Lions are depicted in various Indian artworks, 
including the famous Lion Capital of Ashoka, 
which is now the national emblem of India.

5.	 The lion also represents royalty and is often 
associated with kings and emperors in Indian 
history and folklore.

Bull:

1.	 In Hindu mythology, the bull, Nandi, is the vehicle 
of Lord Shiva and is worshipped as a sacred 
animal, representing strength, virility and fertility.

2.	 The bull is also associated with Lord Indra, the king 
of gods, who rode a bull named Uchchaihshravas.

3.	 The bull is often depicted in Indian art and 
architecture, such as the Nandi statue in front of 
every Shiva temple and the famous bull carvings 
at the ancient city of Mohenjo-daro.

4.	 The bull is also used in traditional Indian sports 
like bull racing and bullfighting.

Overall, the lion and bull figures hold significant 
importance in Indian culture, representing ideas such 
as strength, fearlessness, royalty and fertility. They have 
been depicted in various Indian artworks, architecture 
and mythology throughout history, showcasing their 
enduring relevance in Indian heritage.

Q14.	 What are the forces that influence ocean 
currents? Describe their role in fishing 
industry of the world.	 (250 words) [15] 

Approach to question:
Forces that influence ocean currents:

1.	 Global Winds: Winds are the primary driving 
force behind the ocean currents. The movement 
of air from high pressure to low pressure causes 
the surface waters to move.

2.	 Temperature: Temperature differences between 
the equator and the poles create temperature 
gradients, which in turn generate currents.

Role of ocean currents in the fishing industry:

1.	 They create nutrient-rich environments that 
support a wide variety of marine life.

2.	 They distribute larvae and eggs of marine 
organisms, aiding in the dispersion of 
populations.

Answer:
Ocean currents are defined as the continuous, predictable, 
directional movement of seawater. It is a massive 
movement of ocean water which is caused and influenced 
by various forces. 

Forces Influencing Ocean Currents:

1.	 Wind: Wind is the primary force behind the ocean 
currents. It creates frictional drag on the surface of 
the ocean, which causes the water to move in the 
direction of the wind.

2.	 Temperature: Temperature differences between 
different regions of the ocean create variations in 
the density of water. This density difference causes 
the water to move in a circular pattern, creating 
ocean currents.

3.	 Salinity: Variations in the salinity of water also 
create density differences that drive ocean 
currents.

4.	 Coriolis force: The Coriolis force is a result of 
the Earth's rotation and it causes ocean currents 
to flow in a clockwise direction in the Northern 
Hemisphere and counterclockwise in the Southern 
Hemisphere.

Role of Ocean Currents in the Fishing Industry:

1.	 Nutrient Distribution: Ocean currents bring 
nutrients from the deep ocean to the surface, 
which supports the growth of phytoplankton. 

2.	 Migration of Fish: Ocean currents play a vital role 
in the migration of fish. Some species of fish follow 
the currents to find food or breeding grounds. 

3.	 Weather Patterns: Ocean currents can also 
influence weather patterns. Warm ocean currents 
can lead to more rain and milder temperatures, 
while cold currents can lead to drought and colder 
temperatures. 

4.	 Transportation: Ocean currents can also be used 
for transportation. Fishing boats can use ocean 
currents to save fuel and travel more efficiently. 
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In conclusion, ocean currents play a vital role in the 
fishing industry by distributing nutrients, influencing 
fish migration, affecting weather patterns and providing 
a means of transportation. Understanding the forces that 
influence ocean currents is important for sustainable fishing 
practices and the long-term health of the marine ecosystem.

Q15.	 Describing the distribution of rubber 
producing countries, indicate the major 
environmental issues faced by them.

(250 words) [15] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Rubber producing countries are mainly located 

in tropical regions with suitable climatic 
conditions for rubber plantations.

2.	 Major rubber producing countries include 
Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, India, China and 
Malaysia.

3.	 The major environmental issues faced by rubber 
producing countries include deforestation, soil 
erosion, water pollution and habitat loss for 
wildlife.

Answer:
Natural rubber is a very crucial material used in various 
industries, including medical, automotive and consumer 
goods.
Distribution of Rubber Producing Countries:

1.	 Southeast Asia Dominance: The majority of rubber-
producing countries are located in Southeast Asia, 
with Thailand, Indonesia and Malaysia being the 
largest contributors to the global rubber supply. 
Other notable rubber-producing countries include 
India, Vietnam and China.

2.	 African Producers: Some African nations, such as 
Nigeria, Ivory Coast and Liberia, also contribute 
to rubber production, although their output 
is comparatively smaller than Southeast Asian 
countries.

Major Environmental Issues Faced by Rubber-Producing 
Countries:

1.	 Deforestation: The expansion of rubber 
plantations often leads to deforestation, 
particularly in Southeast Asia and parts of Latin 
America. Large-scale deforestation can result in 
the loss of biodiversity and habitats for various 
plant and animal species.

2.	 Land Degradation: The conversion of natural 
ecosystems into rubber plantations can lead to 
soil degradation due to intensive monoculture 
practices, leading to reduced fertility and increased 
vulnerability to erosion.

3.	 Water Usage: Rubber plantations require a 
substantial amount of water, which can strain 
local water resources and impact surrounding 
ecosystems, especially during periods of drought.

4.	 Chemical Use: The use of agrochemicals, such 
as pesticides and fertilizers, in rubber plantations 
can lead to soil and water pollution, affecting local 
communities and wildlife.

5.	 Climate Change Impact: Deforestation and land-
use changes associated with rubber cultivation 
contribute to greenhouse gas emissions and climate 
change. Additionally, rubber trees themselves can 
emit significant amounts of methane, a potent 
greenhouse gas.

Addressing these environmental challenges requires 
sustainable practices in rubber production, such 
as promoting responsible land use, implementing 
agroforestry techniques, reducing chemical inputs and 
supporting social and environmental safeguards for the 
well-being of communities and ecosystems.

Q16.	 Mention the significance of straits and 
isthmus in international trade. 

� (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
The significance of straits and isthmus in international 
trade are as follows:

1.	 Trade Routes: Straits and Isthmus are important 
trade routes that connect different regions and 
continents. They provide a natural pathway 
for ships to pass through and avoid longer and 
more dangerous routes.

2.	 Gateway for Transportation: They serve as 
gateways for transportation of goods and raw 
materials between different regions, countries 
and continents.

Answer:
Straits are the narrow water bodies which connects two 
large water bodies whereas Isthmus are narrow piece of 
land which joins two larger landmasses and separates 
two water bodies.
The significance of straits and isthmus in international 
trade are as follows:

1.	 Shortcuts and Maritime Trade:

	 Straits are narrow waterways that connect larger 
bodies of water, offering efficient passages for 
ships.

	 Examples include the Strait of Malacca and the 
Strait of Hormuz, essential for global trade.

2.	 Maritime Chokepoints:

	 Straits serve as critical maritime chokepoints due 
to their strategic and economic significance.

	 High traffic volume makes them vital sea routes 
for transporting goods between regions.

	 Disruptions or closures can have significant 
impacts on global trade and supply chains.
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3.	 Isthmus and Land Trade:

	 Isthmuses (or Isthmi) are narrow land bridges 
connecting two larger land masses, facilitating 
overland trade routes.

	 Examples include the Isthmus of Panama and the 
Isthmus of Suez.

4.	 Infrastructure Development:

	 The significance of straits and isthmuses drives 
the development of infrastructure and logistical 
facilities.

	 Ports, terminals and transportation networks are 
established to support trade flows.

5.	 Security and Strategic Considerations:

	 Control and accessibility of straits and isthmuses 
have geopolitical and security implications.

	 Countries assert sovereignty, implement security 
measures, or engage in cooperative arrangements.

6.	 Gateway for Transportation: 

	 They serve as gateways for transportation of goods 
and raw materials between different regions, 
countries and continents.

In conclusion, straits and isthmus are crucial for 
international trade, offering shortcuts and facilitating 
land and maritime transportation. Their strategic 
importance and security considerations influence 
infrastructure development and global supply chains. 
As key geographical features, they play a pivotal role in 
shaping patterns of international trade and economic 
interconnectedness.

Q17.	 Troposphere is a very significant atmospheric 
layer that determines weather processes. 
How? � (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
Here are some points to consider while answering this 
question:

1.	 The troposphere is the lowest layer of Earth's 
atmosphere that extends from the surface up to 
about 10–15 km.

2.	 It is where all the weather phenomena occur, 
such as clouds, precipitation and thunderstorms.

3.	 The temperature in the troposphere decreases 
with height, which creates convective currents 
that drive the circulation of air and moisture.

Answer:
The troposphere is a critical atmospheric layer located 
closest to the Earth's surface, extending approximately 
8 to 15 kilometers above the Earth's surface. It plays a 
pivotal role in determining weather processes due to the 
following factors:

1.	 Weather Formation: The troposphere is where 
weather phenomena occur. It contains most of the 

Earth's water vapor, allowing for cloud formation 
and precipitation, leading to rain, snow and storms.

2.	 Vertical Motion: The troposphere experiences 
vertical motion due to temperature variations. 
Warm air rises and cool air sinks, creating convection 
currents that influence weather patterns.

3.	 Temperature Gradient: The temperature decreases 
with altitude in the troposphere, known as the 
lapse rate. This gradient influences the stability 
of the atmosphere, determining the formation of 
clouds and potential for severe weather events.

4.	 Atmospheric Pressure: The pressure decreases 
with altitude in the troposphere. Changes in 
pressure drive wind patterns, leading to various 
weather conditions and the formation of cyclones 
and anticyclones.

5.	 Greenhouse Effect: The troposphere contains 
greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide and 
water vapor, which trap heat and create the 
greenhouse effect. This helps regulate the Earth's 
temperature and maintains a habitable climate.

6.	 Weather Fronts: Tropospheric boundary zones, 
called weather fronts, form when air masses with 
different temperatures and humidity levels meet. 
These fronts cause shifts in weather conditions, 
leading to changes in temperature, precipitation 
and atmospheric disturbances.

In conclusion, the troposphere's characteristics, including 
its vertical motion, temperature gradient, greenhouse 
effect and the presence of jet streams, make it a crucial 
layer that directly influences weather processes on Earth. 
Understanding its dynamics is essential for meteorologists 
to predict and comprehend weather patterns and 
phenomena.

Q18.	 Analyse the salience of ‘sect’ in Indian 
society vis-a-vis caste, region and religion.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Sects in India refer to subgroups within a larger 

religious community, such as Hinduism or Islam, 
that follow a distinct set of beliefs and practices.

2.	 Unlike caste, which is a hereditary and 
hierarchical social division, sects are based on 
voluntary association.

3.	 Sects may be further divided along regional 
lines, with different regions having distinct 
practices and beliefs.

Answer:
The salience of 'sect' in Indian society, vis-a-vis caste, 
region and religion, can be analyzed as follows:

1.	 Definition of Sect: A 'sect' refers to a subgroup 
within a religious community that possesses 
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distinct beliefs, practices and rituals, setting them 
apart from the broader religious community.

2.	 Historical Context: India has a rich history of sects 
emerging within major religions like Hinduism, 
Islam, Sikhism, Christianity, etc. These sects often 
arose due to differences in interpretations of 
religious scriptures or the influence of charismatic 
leaders.

3. 	 Caste and Sect: Caste plays a significant role in 
the formation of sects. People from different castes 
within Hinduism may adopt distinct sects, leading 
to variations in religious practices, customs and 
rituals. 

4.	 Region and Sect: India's diverse geography and 
regional cultures contribute to the emergence 
of sects. Regional variations influence religious 
practices, festivals and traditions, leading to the 
development of region-specific sects.

5.	 Social and Political Impact: Sectarian divisions 
can affect social cohesion and may lead to conflicts, 
especially when sects compete for resources or 
political power. 

6.	 Syncretism and Integration: Despite the presence 
of sects, India has witnessed syncretism, where 
people from different sects and religions coexist, 
often adopting elements from each other. This 
highlights the inclusive nature of Indian society.

In conclusion, sects in Indian society are influenced by 
caste, region and religion, shaping the diversity and 
complexity of its social fabric. While they can lead to 
occasional tensions, the syncretic ethos has historically 
enabled coexistence and harmony among various 
religious and sectarian groups.

Q19.	 Are tolerance, assimilation and pluralism 
the key elements in the making of an Indian 
form of secularism? Justify your answer.

(250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
1.	 Tolerance, assimilation and pluralism are often 

cited as key elements of Indian secularism.

2.	 Tolerance refers to the acceptance of diversity 
and the willingness to accommodate different 
views and beliefs.

3.	 Assimilation refers to the process of integrating 
different communities into the mainstream 
culture and society.

4.	 Pluralism refers to the recognition and respect 
for multiple cultures, religions and traditions in 
a society.

Answer:
Points supporting the idea of tolerance, assimilation and 
pluralism being the key elements in the making of an Indian 
form of secularism:

1.	 Tolerance: India's long history of religious and 
cultural tolerance is reflected in its constitution, 

which guarantees the freedom of religion to all 
citizens. This tolerance allows people of different 
faiths to coexist peacefully and practice their 
beliefs without fear of persecution.

2.	 Assimilation: India has a rich tradition of 
assimilating various cultural and religious practices 
into its society. Hindu festivals, for example, 
have become part of the cultural practices of 
other religions in India, showcasing a process of 
integration and harmonization of diverse customs.

Points opposing the idea of tolerance, assimilation and 
pluralism being the key elements in the making of an 
Indian form of secularism:

1.	 Secularism Based on Separation of Religion and 
State: The Indian form of secularism is rooted in 
the principle of separating religion from state 
affairs. It means that the state does not promote any 
particular religion and treats all religions equally.

2.	 Equal Treatment of All Religions: Indian 
secularism emphasizes providing equal rights and 
opportunities to all religions without favoring any 
particular faith. This principle ensures that the 
state does not discriminate based on religion.

While tolerance, assimilation and pluralism are significant 
aspects of Indian society, the Indian form of secularism 
is based on principles of separation of religion and state, 
equal treatment of all religions and positive interventions 
to protect minority rights. The combination of these 
elements foster a democratic and inclusive society where 
diverse cultures and religions can thrive together.

Q20.	 Elucidate the relationship between 
globalization and new technology in a world 
of scarce resources, with special reference to 
India. � (250 words) [15] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Globalization and new technology have brought 

significant changes in the world's economic and 
political landscape, including India.

2.	 The introduction of new technologies in the 
manufacturing and service sectors has increased 
efficiency and productivity.

3.	 The integration of the Indian economy with the 
global economy has facilitated the flow of foreign 
direct investment, technology and expertise into 
the country.

Answer:
Globalization and New Technology in a World of Scarce 
Resources: The Indian Perspective

1.	 Introduction: Globalization refers to the 
interconnectedness of economies, societies and 
cultures on a global scale. New technology plays a 
pivotal role in facilitating this interconnectedness. 
However, with growing concerns over resource 
scarcity, understanding the relationship between 



24 UPSC GS Main Solved Papers 

globalization and technology becomes crucial, 
especially in the context of India.

2.	 Access to Information: New technologies, such 
as the internet and communication tools, have 
enhanced access to information and knowledge 
globally. This has allowed India to tap into 
international markets and collaborate with foreign 
entities.

3.	 Trade and Investment: Globalization, driven by 
new technology, has enabled India to expand its 
trade and investment opportunities. The country 
has become a significant player in the global 
market, attracting foreign direct investment and 
promoting exports.

4.	 Resource Management: India's growing reliance 
on technology has led to improved resource 
management. Advanced technologies have been 
instrumental in optimizing production processes 
and resource utilization, thereby mitigating the 
impact of resource scarcity.

5.	 Skill Development: New technology demands 
skilled labor, encouraging investments in 
education and training. As India seeks to compete 
globally, it prioritizes skill development to remain 
relevant in the era of technological advancements.

6.	 Digital Divide: Despite the benefits, globalization 
and new technology have also deepened the 
digital divide in India. Rural areas still face limited 
access to technology and resources, exacerbating 
socio-economic disparities.

7.	 Policy Implications:

	 India's policies need to strike a delicate balance 
between embracing globalization and new 
technology for economic progress while ensuring 
equitable resource distribution and sustainability.

In conclusion, the relationship between globalization and 
new technology in a world of scarce resources is complex. 
Policy makers must navigate this terrain wisely to harness 
the potential of globalization and technology while 
safeguarding the environment and promoting inclusive 
development.



Q1.	 Evaluate the nature of the Bhakti literature 
and its contribution to Indian culture.  

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Spiritual Awakening: Bhakti literature played a 

significant role in promoting spiritual awakening 
among individuals by emphasizing the personal 
and emotional relationship between devotees 
and their chosen deities.

2.	 Literary and Artistic Heritage: The rich body of 
Bhakti literature contributed to the growth of 
regional literatures and languages. It inspired 
poets, writers and artists to create masterpieces, 
leading to the enrichment of Indian artistic 
traditions.

3.	 Ethical and Moral Teachings: Bhakti literature 
propagated ethical and moral teachings, 
emphasizing virtues such as compassion, love, 
humility and tolerance.

Answer:
The Bhakti literature of medieval India had a profound 
impact on the culture and society of the subcontinent. Its 
significance can be summarized as follows:
1.	 Spiritual and Emotional Awakening: Bhakti 

literature instigated a deep spiritual and emotional 
awakening by emphasizing the personal 
connection between devotees and deities, leading 
to inner transformation and growth.

	 Example: Mirabai - Mirabai's devotional poetry 
to Lord Krishna reflects a deep spiritual and 
emotional connection, exemplifying how Bhakti 
literature awakened inner devotion and love for 
the divine.

2.	 Vernacular Expression: Composed in regional 
languages, Bhakti literature made religious ideas 
accessible to the masses, breaking down linguistic 
and cultural barriers and fostering cultural unity.

	 Example: Sant Tukaram - Tukaram, a Marathi 
saint, composed abhangas (devotional songs) in 
Marathi, making religious ideas accessible to the 
Marathi-speaking masses.

3.	 Social Transformation: Bhakti literature 
challenged social hierarchies and caste-based 
discrimination, promoting equality, inclusivity 
and universal love, contributing to a more 
compassionate society.

	 Example: Guru Nanak - Guru Nanak challenged 
social hierarchies and caste discrimination 
through his teachings of equality and inclusivity 
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within Sikhism, emphasizing the oneness of God.

4.	 Artistic and Literary Heritage: The Bhakti 
movement spurred artistic and literary creativity, 
producing devotional songs and poetry that 
became integral to regional literary canons and 
influenced various art forms.

	 Srimanta Sankardeva: Srimanta Sankardeva is a 
prime example of how Bhakti literature contributed 
to India's artistic and literary heritage. Sankardeva 
was a 15th-century Assamese polymath who 
played a pivotal role in shaping Assamese culture 
and literature through his devotional and artistic 
contributions.

5.	 Ethical and Moral Teachings: Bhakti literature 
propagated virtues like compassion, love and 
humility, shaping the moral fabric of Indian society 
and inspiring individuals to lead a righteous life.

	� Example: Basavanna - Basavanna's vachanas (prose 
poems) emphasized virtues like compassion and 
honesty, promoting ethical values that continue to 
shape the moral fabric of society in Karnataka.

In conclusion, the Bhakti literature's spiritual essence 
and its contributions in vernacular expression, social 
transformation, artistic heritage and ethical teachings 
played a pivotal role in shaping Indian culture.

Q2. 	 Trace the rise and growth of socio-religious 
reform movements with special reference to 
Young Bengal and Brahmo Samaj. 

� (150 words) [10] 

Approach to question:
The rise and growth of socio-religious reform movements 
in India witnessed the emergence of significant 
movements like the Young Bengal and Brahmo Samaj. 
1.	 Young Bengal Movement:

(a)	 Emerged in the early 19th century in 
Bengal.

(b)	 Led by intellectuals like Henry Vivian 
Derozio and David Hare.

(c)	 Advocated for social and educational 
reforms, denounced orthodoxy.

2.	 Brahmo Samaj:
(a)	 Founded by Raja Ram Mohan Roy in 1828.
(b)	 Aimed at reforming Hindu society and 

fostering monotheistic beliefs.
(c)	 Advocated for the abolition of sati, child 

marriage and caste system.

UPSC CSE (Main) 2021
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Answer:
The socio-religious reform movements in 19th-century 
India, including the Young Bengal movement and 
the Brahmo Samaj, brought significant changes to the 
country's social, cultural and religious landscape:
Young Bengal Movement:
1.	 Emergence: Early 19th-century movement in 

Bengal, centered in Calcutta, as a response to 
oppressive social and religious practices.

2.	 Intellectual Leadership: Led by young intellectuals 
inspired by European enlightenment ideas, critical 
of traditional orthodoxies.

3.	 Social and Educational Reforms: Advocated 
for women's rights, opposed child marriage 
and promoted modern education and rational 
thinking.

Brahmo Samaj:
1.	 Foundation: Founded by Raja Ram Mohan Roy in 

1828 to reform Hindu society.
2.	 Reforms: Aimed to eradicate social evils like sati, 

child marriage and the caste system; advocated for 
social reform and abolition of sati.

3.	 Monotheism and Reason: Stressed monotheism, 
rejected idol worship and promoted rational and 
scientific understanding of religious beliefs.

Both movements challenged orthodoxy, encouraged 
critical thinking and laid the foundation for a more 
inclusive and progressive society. Their influence 
continues to shape modern India with principles of social 
equality, rationality and freedom of expression.

Q3.	 Assess the main administrative issues and 
socio-cultural problems in the integration 
process of Indian Princely States. 

(150 words) [10]  

Approach to question:
Administrative Issues:
1.	 Varying Administrative Systems: The princely 

states had different administrative systems, 
making the process of integration complex and 
challenging.

2.	 Disputes over Boundaries: Boundary disputes 
between princely states and the newly formed 
Indian government complicated the integration 
process.

Socio-Cultural Problems:
1.	 Communal Tensions: Communal tensions 

between different religious and ethnic 
communities within the princely states and 
with the majority population of India posed 
challenges to integration.

2	 Caste and Social Hierarchies: The caste system 
and social hierarchies prevalent in princely states 
created socio-cultural divisions that needed to 
be addressed for effective integration.

Answer:
The integration process of Indian Princely States after 
independence faced administrative issues and socio-

cultural problems, requiring measures for successful 
integration:
Administrative Issues:

1.	 Diverse Administrative Systems: Princely 
states had varied systems, necessitating their 
incorporation into a unified administrative 
framework.

2.	 Financial Integration: Harmonizing taxation 
policies and financial resources distribution posed 
challenges due to different revenue structures.

3.	 Law and Order: Coordination and harmonization 
of laws and security forces were required to 
establish a unified legal framework.

Socio-Cultural Problems:

1.	 Communal and Ethnic Tensions: Managing 
diverse religious and ethnic communities was 
crucial for social cohesion.

2.	 Language and Cultural Diversity: Preserving 
cultural identities while fostering national unity 
needed inclusive policies respecting linguistic and 
cultural diversity.

3.	 Caste and Social Hierarchies: Addressing caste-
based discrimination and promoting social justice 
were essential for an egalitarian society.

Measures Taken:

1.	 Creation of the Ministry of States to oversee 
integration.

2.	 Appointment of political agents for liaison.
3.	 Implementation of financial agreements and 

resource allocation principles.
4.	 Enactment of laws for fundamental rights and 

social justice.
Through careful planning and inclusive policies, India 
aimed to create a harmonious nation respecting diversity 
and promoting inclusive development.

Q4.	 Differentiate the causes of landslides in the 
Himalayan region and Western Ghats.   

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
Himalayan Region:

1.	 Tectonic Activity: The collision of tectonic plates 
in the Himalayas makes the region prone to 
earthquakes, which trigger landslides.

2.	 Steep Slopes: The rugged terrain of the 
Himalayas with steep slopes increases the 
susceptibility to landslides.

Western Ghats:

1.	 Heavy Rainfall: The Western Ghats receive 
heavy monsoonal rainfall, leading to increased 
soil saturation and slope instability, resulting in 
landslides.

2.	 Weathering and Erosion: Continuous 
weathering and erosion processes weaken the 
rock and soil layers, making slopes vulnerable to 
landslides.
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Answer:
Causes of landslides in the Himalayan region and Western 
Ghats differ due to distinct geological, geographical and 
climatic characteristics:
Himalayan Region:
1.	 Tectonic Activity: Seismic activity from Indian-

Eurasian plate collision can trigger landslides by 
destabilising slopes.

2.	 Steep Slopes: Rugged terrain and heavy 
monsoonal rainfall contribute to slope failures and 
landslides.

3.	 Snow and Glacier Melting: Climate change-
induced melting of snow and glaciers reduces 
slope stability.

Western Ghats:
1.	 Heavy Rainfall: Intense monsoonal rainfall 

saturates soil, decreasing slope stability.
2.	 Weathering and Erosion: Continuous weathering 

weakens rock and soil layers, making slopes 
susceptible to landslides.

3.	 Vegetation Cover: Deforestation and disruption of 
vegetation increase landslide likelihood.

The specific causes shape the nature and frequency of 
landslides in each region. Mitigation strategies include 
slope stabilization, early warning systems for earthquakes, 
monitoring snow/glacier melting in the Himalayas and 
reforestation, land use planning and infrastructure 
development in the Western Ghats. Understanding these 
factors is vital for effective landslide risk assessment and 
management.

Q5.	 Despite India being one of the countries 
of the Gondwanaland, its mining industry 
contributes much less to its Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) in percentage. Discuss.   

(150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Diverse Economy: India has a diverse economy 

with significant contributions from sectors 
like agriculture, manufacturing, services and 
information technology. 

2.	 Service-Oriented Growth: India has witnessed 
a shift towards a service-oriented economy, with 
sectors like IT, telecommunications, finance and 
healthcare driving economic growth. 

3.	 Low Mining Productivity: The mining industry 
in India often struggles with low productivity, 
outdated technology and inefficient mining 
practices.

Answer:
India's position as part of Gondwanaland, rich in mineral 
resources, contrasts with the relatively low contribution 
of the mining industry to its GDP in percentage. This can 
be explained by the following points:

1.	 Economic Diversification: India's economy has 
diversified, with significant contributions from 
agriculture, manufacturing, services and IT, 
reducing the relative share of mining in GDP.

2.	 Service Sector Dominance: Rapid growth in 
IT, telecommunications, finance and healthcare 
sectors has surpassed mining in GDP contribution 
and job creation.

3.	 Policy and Regulatory Challenges: Land 
acquisition, environmental concerns and complex 
licensing processes have hindered mining sector 
growth.

4.	 Environmental Considerations: Stringent 
regulations to protect the environment and 
natural resources limit mining's expansion and 
contribution to GDP.

5.	 Low Mining Productivity: Inadequate 
infrastructure, skill shortages and regulatory 
bottlenecks lead to lower productivity and 
revenue.

6.	 Focus on Sustainable Development: Emphasis 
on responsible mining for environmental 
protection and social welfare may impact industry 
profitability and GDP contribution.

Despite the lower percentage contribution, mining plays 
a vital role in employment, foreign exchange earnings 
and raw materials supply. Addressing challenges and 
adopting modern practices can enhance the mining 
industry's contribution to India's GDP while ensuring 
environmental and social sustainability.

Q6.	 What are the environmental implications of 
the reclamation of water bodies into urban 
land use? Explain with examples. 

� (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Loss of Ecosystem Services: Water bodies 

provide essential ecosystem services such as 
water purification, flood regulation and habitat 
for various plant and animal species. Reclaiming 
them for urban development disrupts these 
services and impacts biodiversity.

2.	 Disruption of Hydrological Cycle: Reclaimed 
areas often lack natural drainage patterns, 
leading to altered hydrological cycles. This can 
result in increased runoff, flooding and soil 
erosion.

3.	 Decreased Water Quality: Urban land use 
introduces pollutants, such as chemicals, sewage 
and solid waste, into reclaimed water bodies. 
This degrades water quality and poses risks to 
aquatic life and human health.

Answer:
The reclamation of water bodies into urban land use, often 
referred to as land reclamation, has several significant 
environmental implications. While it can provide 
valuable land for urban development, it can also lead 
to adverse ecological and environmental consequences. 
Here are some environmental implications of water body 
reclamation, along with examples:

1.	 Loss of Ecosystem Services: Disrupts water 
purification, flood regulation, groundwater 
recharge and habitat for biodiversity.
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2.	 Disruption of Hydrological Cycle: Alters natural 
drainage patterns, leading to increased surface 
runoff and reduced groundwater recharge.

3.	 Water Quality Degradation: Increases pollution 
from urban runoff and industrial effluents, 
harming aquatic life and human health.

4.	 Habitat Loss and Fragmentation: Destroys 
wetlands and aquatic ecosystems, reducing 
biodiversity and ecological connectivity.

5.	 Altered Microclimate: Loss of cooling effects 
impacts local climate and exacerbates urban heat 
island effect.

Example: Mumbai Back Bay reclamation led to habitat 
loss, coastal vulnerability and environmental degradation.
Sustainable urban planning is essential to minimize these 
implications, preserving water bodies, promoting green 
infrastructure and implementing effective stormwater 
management. Conservation and restoration of natural 
ecosystems are crucial, alongside public awareness, 
stakeholder participation and stringent regulations for 
responsible urban development. Balancing urbanization 
with environmental preservation secures a sustainable 
future for all.

Q7.	 Mention the global occurrence of volcanic 
eruptions in 2021 and their impact on  
regional environment. 

� (150 words) [10]

Approach to question:
1.	 Mount Nyiragongo, Democratic Republic 

of Congo: The eruption in May led to the 
evacuation of thousands of residents and caused 
extensive damage in the city of Goma. 

2.	 La Soufriere, St. Vincent and the Grenadines: 
The eruption in April resulted in widespread 
ashfall and forced the evacuation of thousands 
of residents. 

3.	 Fagradalsfjall, Iceland: The eruption, ongoing 
since March, created new lava flows and 
attracted global attention. While the eruption 
did not cause significant damage or threats to 
populated areas, it offered scientific insights and 
became a tourist attraction.

Answer:
In 2021, volcanic eruptions occurred in various parts of 
the world, and they had varying impacts on the regional 
environment.
Notable volcanic eruptions in 2021 and their effects:

1.	 Mount Nyiragongo, Democratic Republic of 
Congo: Evacuation of residents, destruction 
of homes and displacement due to lava flows 
reaching populated areas.

2.	 Mount Etna, Italy: Multiple eruptions causing 
disruptions and ash emissions, managed with 
monitoring and localized impacts.

3.	 La Soufriere, St. Vincent and the Grenadines: 
Widespread ashfall, evacuation of residents, 
impacts on agriculture, air quality and acid rain.

4.	 Pacaya, Guatemala: Eruptions with ash plumes and 
pyroclastic material affecting local communities 
and agriculture.

5.	 Fagradalsfjall, Iceland: Ongoing eruption creating 
new lava flows, attracting global attention and 
providing scientific insights.

Volcanic eruptions released ash, gases and debris, 
impacting air quality, transportation and posing health 
risks. Lava flows caused damage to landscapes and 
ecosystems. Secondary hazards like lahars and tsunamis 
can occur. Recovery efforts and resilience planning are 
vital for affected communities. Monitoring, early warning 
systems and international collaboration are essential for 
managing volcanic hazards and mitigating environmental 
consequences effectively.

Q8.	 Why is India considered as a sub-continent? 
Elaborate your answer.   

� (150 words) [10]  

Approach to question:
1.	 Geographic Size: India is a vast landmass, 

spanning over 3.2 million square kilometers. 
Its size and distinctiveness in the South Asian 
region make it comparable to a subcontinent.

2.	 Diverse Topography: India exhibits diverse 
topographical features, including the Himalayas, 
plains, plateaus and coastal regions. 

3.	 Cultural and Linguistic Diversity: India is home 
to a multitude of ethnic, linguistic and cultural 
groups. It showcases an immense diversity in 
languages, religions, traditions and cuisines, 
further emphasizing its subcontinental character.

Answer:
India is often referred to as a subcontinent due to its unique 
geographical, cultural, and geological characteristics that 
set it apart from other regions.
India is considered a sub-continent due to the following 
reasons:
1.	 Geographical Extent: India's vast land area, 

spanning over 3.2 million square kilometers, sets 
it apart from smaller countries and qualifies it as a 
sub-continent.

2.	 Diverse Topography: The subcontinent boasts a 
varied landscape, including mountains (Himalayas 
in the north), plateaus (Deccan Plateau) and plains 
(Indo-Gangetic).

3.	 Cultural Diversity: India is home to numerous 
languages, religions, customs and traditions, 
reflecting the coexistence of diverse communities.

4.	 Population Size: With a population exceeding 1.3 
billion, India is the second-most populous country 
globally, emphasizing its sub-continental status.

5.	 Biodiversity: The country harbors a rich and 
unique assortment of flora and fauna, emphasizing 
its ecological significance.

6.	 Distinct Identity: India's historical, political and 
socio-economic evolution has created a unique 
identity, distinguishing it from neighboring 
regions.
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7.	 Geopolitical Influence: The nation's size and 
geopolitical importance make it a significant 
player on the global stage.

8.	 Economic Strength: India possesses a sizeable and 
diverse economy, impacting regional and global 
trade.

In conclusion, India is considered a sub-continent due 
to its massive geographical expanse, cultural diversity, 
population size, ecological importance and geopolitical 
influence.

Q9.	 Examine the uniqueness of tribal knowledge 
systems when compared with mainstream 
knowledge and cultural systems. 

� (150 words) [10] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Oral Tradition: Tribal knowledge systems rely 

heavily on oral tradition, where knowledge 
is passed down through generations via 
storytelling, songs and rituals. 

2.	 Communal Sharing: Tribal knowledge is 
communal and shared within the community. 
It is not restricted to individual ownership but 
belongs to the collective. 

3.	 Holistic Approach: Tribal knowledge systems 
encompass a holistic understanding of the 
interconnectedness between humans, nature 
and spirituality. 

Answer:
Tribal knowledge systems, often referred to as indigenous 
knowledge systems, possess several unique characteristics 
that distinguish them from mainstream knowledge 
and cultural systems. These distinctions highlight the 
rich diversity of human knowledge and the importance 
of preserving and respecting indigenous knowledge. 
Here are some key aspects of the uniqueness of tribal 
knowledge systems when compared with mainstream 
knowledge and cultural systems:
1.	 Oral Tradition: Tribal knowledge relies heavily on 

oral tradition, passed down through generations, 
without the reliance on written records. This 
fosters a strong sense of community and cultural 
identity.

2.	 Close Bond with Nature: Tribal knowledge 
systems are intimately connected with nature, 
with ecological wisdom guiding their sustainable 
practices and conservation efforts.

3.	 Communal Decision-making: Decisions in 
tribal communities are often made collectively, 
promoting inclusivity and cooperation.

4.	 Non-Hierarchical Structure: Tribal societies tend 
to have more egalitarian structures, reducing 
power differentials and promoting social cohesion.

5.	 Intergenerational Learning: Elders play a crucial 
role as knowledge holders, transmitting wisdom, 
customs and skills to younger generations.

In contrast, mainstream knowledge systems often 
emphasize written records, formal education and 
specialized fields, while cultural systems may differ in 
terms of practices, values and beliefs. The uniqueness 
of tribal knowledge lies in its interconnectedness with 
nature, oral tradition and community-centered decision-

making.

Q10.	 Examine the role of ‘Gig Economy’ in the 
process of empowerment of women in  
India.� (150 words) [10] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Flexibility and Work-Life Balance: The gig 

economy offers flexible work opportunities that 
allow women to balance their personal and 
professional responsibilities. 

2.	 Overcoming Barriers: The gig economy can 
help women overcome traditional barriers such 
as limited access to formal employment due to 
societal norms, geographical constraints, or lack 
of educational qualifications.

3.	 Entrepreneurship and Innovation: The gig 
economy nurtures entrepreneurial spirit among 
women, encouraging them to start their own 
ventures, such as online stores, consultancy 
services, or creative enterprises.

The gig economy refers to a labor market characterized 
by short-term contracts or freelance work as opposed to 
permanent employment.

Answer:
The gig economy refers to a labor market characterized 
by short-term contracts or freelance work as opposed to 
permanent employment.In recent years, the gig economy 
has gained momentum globally, including in India,and 
it has played a significant role in empowering women in 
several ways:
1.	 Flexibility: The gig economy offers flexible work 

opportunities, allowing women to balance work 
and family responsibilities efficiently.

2.	 Financial Independence: Women can participate 
in various gig jobs like freelance writing, tutoring, 
or online selling, empowering them to contribute 
to their household income.

3.	 Skill Enhancement: Gig work provides a platform 
for women to develop and showcase their skills, 
boosting their confidence and marketability.

4.	 Access to Global Markets: Online platforms 
enable women to reach global clients, reducing 
geographical barriers and expanding their 
business prospects.

5.	 Entrepreneurship Opportunities: Gig economy 
facilitates women to start their ventures with low 
entry barriers and limited resources.

6.	 Work-Life Integration: By choosing their work 
hours, women can better manage their personal 
and professional lives.

7.	 Reduced Gender Bias: Online platforms often 
anonymize gender, reducing biases faced by 
women in traditional workplaces.

8.	 Inclusive Growth: The gig economy promotes 
women's inclusion in the workforce, enhancing 
gender diversity.

9.	 Women-Centric Platforms: Some gig platforms 
focus on women-centric services, creating a safe 
and supportive environment.
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10.	 Policy Implications: Policy makers should address 
concerns like social security and worker rights 
to ensure the gig economy empowers women 
sustainably.

Gig economy has the potential to empower women in 
India by providing them with flexible work options, 
economic independence, entrepreneurial opportunities 
and access to a global marketplace. However, addressing 
the challenges and ensuring a supportive environment is 
essential to unlock the full potential of the gig economy 
for women's empowerment in the country.

Q11.	 To what extent did the role of the moderates 
prepare a base for the wider freedom 
movement? Comment. 

� (250 words) [15] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Demand for Constitutional Reforms: The 

moderates advocated for constitutional 
reforms within the framework of British 
rule. They demanded the expansion of 
legislative councils,  representation in the 
bureaucracy and an increase in Indian 
participation in decision-making processes. 

2.	 Promotion of Education and Social Reforms: 
The moderates emphasized the importance 
of education and social reforms to empower 
Indians. They focused on promoting literacy, 
women's education and social upliftment, 
which played a crucial role in fostering national 
consciousness and unity.

3.	 Use of Political Agitation and Press: The 
moderates effectively used peaceful political 
agitation, petitions and the press to express their 
grievances and demand reforms. 

Answer:
The moderates played a significant role in preparing the 
base for the wider freedom movement in India. Here are 
the key points explaining their contribution:
1.	 Political Awakening: The moderates emerged 

during the late 19th and early 20th centuries and 
spearheaded the first phase of the Indian nationalist 
movement. They laid the foundation for a broader 
political consciousness and awareness among the 
masses.

2.	 Demand for Reforms: Moderates like Dadabhai 
Naoroji, Gopal Krishna Gokhale and Surendranath 
Banerjee advocated for constitutional reforms 
and representative institutions within the British 
colonial framework. Their demands set the stage 
for future political negotiations.

3.	 Promotion of Unity: The moderates sought to 
unite people from diverse backgrounds and 
regions under the banner of nationalism. They 
emphasized shared values and a common goal of 
attaining self-governance.

4.	 Peaceful Methods: The moderates adopted 
peaceful methods like petitions, meetings and 
resolutions to communicate their grievances. This 
approach gained them credibility and support 
from various sections of society.

5.	 Growth of Press: They utilized newspapers and 
journals to disseminate nationalist ideas and 
educate the masses about their rights, fostering a 
sense of national identity.

6.	 Platform for Leaders: Several future leaders of the 
freedom movement, like Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Mahatma Gandhi, were initially associated with 
the moderate ideology. The moderates provided 
a nurturing ground for these leaders to develop 
their political acumen.

In conclusion, the moderates' role in promoting political 
awareness, unity, peaceful methods and nurturing future 
leaders laid a strong foundation for the wider freedom 
movement that followed. Their efforts contributed 
significantly to shaping the trajectory of India's struggle 
for independence.

Q12. 	Bring out the constructive programmes of 
Mahatma Gandhi during Non-Cooperation  
Movement and Civil Disobedience 
Movement. � (250 words) [15]

Approach to question:
Non-Cooperation Movement:
1.	 Promotion of Swadeshi: Mahatma Gandhi 

emphasized the use of local products and 
the boycott of foreign goods. He encouraged 
spinning and weaving as a means to promote 
self-sufficiency and the revival of the indigenous 
textile industry.

2.	 Khadi Movement: Mahatma Gandhi 
popularized the use of Khadi, hand-spun and 
hand-woven fabric, as a symbol of self-reliance 
and national pride. This movement aimed to 
provide employment to rural communities and 
uplift their economic condition.

Answer:
During the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920–1922) and 
the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930–1934), Mahatma 
Gandhi emphasized constructive programmes that aimed 
to empower the masses and build a self-reliant society. 
These programmes sought to bring about positive changes 
and strengthen India's struggle for independence. The 
constructive programmes were as follows:
1.	 Khadi and Village Industries: Mahatma Gandhi 

promoted spinning and weaving of Khadi (hand-
spun cloth) as a symbol of self-reliance and 
resistance against British goods. Village industries 
like pottery, handloom and handicrafts were 
encouraged to uplift rural economies.

2.	 Education: Mahatma Gandhi emphasized 
basic and vocational education. He believed in 
"Nai Talim" or basic education that integrated 
intellectual, physical and moral development. He 
encouraged students and teachers to engage in 
manual work alongside education.

3.	 Communal Harmony: Promoting communal 
unity was essential for Gandhi. He actively worked 
to bridge the gap between different communities 
and religious groups, advocating tolerance and 
understanding.
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4.	 Boycott of British Goods: Mahatma Gandhi 
encouraged people to boycott foreign-made goods 
and adopt swadeshi (indigenous) products. This 
aimed to weaken British economic influence and 
bolster domestic industries.

5.	 Civil Disobedience through Non-Violence: 
Gandhi's constructive programmes were a prelude 
to civil disobedience campaigns. He called for 
peaceful protests, non-violent demonstrations and 
passive resistance as a means to confront unjust 
British laws.

6.	 Prohibition: Gandhi advocated for temperance 
and abstinence from alcohol to improve public 
health and social well-being.

7.	 Women's Empowerment: Mahatma Gandhi urged 
women to participate actively in the freedom 
struggle and encouraged their education and 
economic independence.

By implementing these constructive programmes, 
Mahatma Gandhi sought to create a self-reliant and self-
sufficient India, empowering the masses to resist British 
rule and ultimately gain independence through non-
violent means.

Q13.	 ”There arose a serious challenge to the 
Democratic State System between the two  
World Wars”. Evaluate the statement.

(250 words) [15] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Rise of Totalitarian Regimes: The period 

between the two World Wars witnessed the rise 
of totalitarian regimes like Nazi Germany, Fascist 
Italy and Communist Soviet Union. 

2.	 Erosion of Trust in Democracy: The failure of 
democratic governments to effectively address 
economic crises and social unrest eroded public 
trust in the democratic state system. 

3.	 Failure of International Cooperation: The 
breakdown of international cooperation and 
the rise of nationalism further weakened the 
democratic state system.

Answer:
The period between the two World Wars witnessed 
significant challenges to the Democratic State System. The 
following points evaluate the statement:
1.	 Rise of Authoritarian Regimes: The 1920s and 

1930s saw the emergence of authoritarian regimes 
in various countries like Italy under Mussolini, 
Germany under Hitler and Spain under Franco. 
These leaders sought to undermine democratic 
principles and establish totalitarian rule.

2.	 Economic Turmoil: The Great Depression of the 
1930s severely impacted economies worldwide, 
leading to widespread unemployment and 
poverty. The failure of democratic governments to 
handle the crisis effectively eroded public trust in 
the system.

3.	 Weakness of the League of Nations: The League 
of Nations, established after World War I to 
promote international cooperation and prevent 

conflicts, proved ineffective in preventing the rise 
of aggressive powers and the outbreak of World 
War II.

4.	 Nationalism and Fascism: The rise of nationalism 
and fascism in several countries led to the 
suppression of democratic norms and values. 
These ideologies propagated authoritarianism 
and racial superiority, challenging democratic 
principles.

5.	 Treaty of Versailles: The harsh terms imposed on 
Germany after World War I through the Treaty 
of Versailles fueled resentment and political 
instability, creating fertile ground for extremist 
ideologies to thrive.

6.	 Global Inaction to Aggression: In the face of 
aggressive actions by expansionist powers like 
Japan, Italy and Germany, democratic nations' 
failure to take decisive action contributed to the 
erosion of faith in democratic leadership.

In conclusion, the interwar period witnessed a serious 
challenge to the Democratic State System as various 
factors, including the rise of authoritarianism, economic 
turmoil and weaknesses within democracies, led to a loss 
of confidence in democratic governance and facilitated 
the ascent of more authoritarian alternatives.

Q14.	 Briefly mention the alignment of major 
mountain ranges of the world and explain 
their impact on local weather conditions, 
with examples. � (250 words) [15] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Continental/Longitudinal Alignment: Mountain 

ranges aligned along the east-west direction, such 
as the Rockies in North America or the Andes in 
South America, act as barriers to prevailing winds. 

2.	 Transverse Alignment: Mountain ranges aligned 
perpendicular to prevailing winds, like the 
Himalayas, impact weather patterns by causing 
forced uplift and condensation. 

3.	 Coastal Alignment: Coastal mountain ranges, 
like the Western Ghats in India, intercept 
moisture-laden winds from the sea. They result 
in significant rainfall along the windward slopes 
and influence the distribution of monsoonal 
rains in coastal regions.

Answer:
The major mountain ranges of the world and their impact 
on local weather conditions are as follows:

1.	 Himalayas: The Himalayas are a significant 
mountain range in South Asia. Their alignment 
acts as a barrier to the cold, dry winds from 
Central Asia, leading to the Indian Monsoon. The 
monsoon brings heavy rainfall, which supports 
agriculture and sustains ecosystems in the region.

2.	 Andes: Running along the western edge of South 
America, the Andes play a vital role in shaping 
the climate of the continent. Their alignment 
influences the rain shadow effect, causing wet 
conditions on the western side and arid conditions 
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on the eastern side. For instance, the Atacama 
Desert in Chile is one of the driest places on Earth 
due to the Andes' rain shadow effect.

3.	 Rockies: Stretching from North America, the 
Rocky Mountains affect the weather patterns on 
both sides. They block the movement of moist air 
from the Pacific Ocean, leading to dry conditions 
in the western regions and creating a rain shadow 
effect similar to the Andes.

4.	 Alps: The Alps in Europe influence weather 
patterns in the surrounding regions. Their 
alignment diverts moisture-laden air masses 
from the Mediterranean Sea, resulting in heavy 
precipitation on the windward side, while the 
leeward side experiences drier conditions.

5.	 Appalachian Mountains: These mountains run 
through eastern North America. Their alignment 
impacts the local weather by moderating 
temperatures and affecting precipitation patterns.

In conclusion, the alignment of major mountain ranges 
significantly influences local weather conditions 
through rain shadow effects, moisture diversion and the 
modulation of temperature patterns, creating diverse 
microclimates in different regions.

Q15.	 How do the melting of the Arctic ice and 
glaciers of the Antarctic differently affect 
the weather patterns and human activities 
on the Earth? Explain. �

� (250 words) [15] 

Approach to question:
Melting of Arctic Ice:

1.	 Rising Sea Levels: Melting Arctic ice contributes 
to global sea-level rise, which threatens low-
lying coastal areas and increases the risk of 
coastal flooding.

2.	 Impact on Arctic Ecosystems: Loss of sea ice 
affects Arctic ecosystems, including marine 
species and polar bears that depend on ice for 
hunting and breeding.

Melting of Antarctic Glaciers:

1.	 Climate Feedback Effects: Melting glaciers can 
alter ocean circulation and influence regional 
climates, potentially leading to changes in 
weather patterns over distant regions.

2.	 Loss of Biodiversity: The melting of Antarctic 
glaciers affects unique ecosystems, including 
species like penguins, seals and krill, which rely 
on ice for breeding, feeding and habitat.

Answer:
The melting of Arctic ice and glaciers in the Antarctic have 
distinct effects on weather patterns and human activities 
on Earth:
1.	 Climate Change Amplification: Melting ice from 

both regions contributes to global sea-level rise, 

intensifying coastal flooding and erosion, affecting 
coastal human settlements and infrastructure.

2.	 Polar Vortex Impact: Arctic ice melting can weaken 
the polar vortex, leading to shifts in weather 
patterns, causing extreme cold spells in temperate 
regions and disrupting agricultural activities.

3.	 Ocean Circulation: Melting glaciers from 
Antarctica can disrupt ocean currents, affecting 
global weather patterns like El Niño and La Niña, 
impacting rainfall and regional climates.

4.	 Biodiversity Impact: Melting ice and glaciers alter 
ecosystems, affecting biodiversity and marine life, 
leading to changes in fishing patterns and food 
availability for coastal communities.

5.	 Permafrost Thaw: Arctic ice melting leads to 
permafrost thaw, releasing greenhouse gases, 
exacerbating global warming and causing further 
climate change effects.

6.	 Economic Activities: Loss of sea ice in the Arctic 
opens new shipping routes, but poses challenges 
for maritime operations due to unpredictable 
weather and ice hazards.

7.	 Resource Extraction: Melting ice in both regions 
increases accessibility to mineral and energy 
resources, leading to potential conflicts and 
environmental concerns.

8.	 Human Settlements: Melting ice can impact 
indigenous communities, disrupting traditional 
ways of life and leading to forced relocations.

9.	 Ecosystem Services: The loss of glaciers affects 
water availability in river basins, impacting 
agriculture, hydropower generation and water 
supply for human consumption.

In conclusion, the melting of Arctic ice and glaciers in the 
Antarctic have significant and varied consequences on 
weather patterns and human activities, emphasizing the 
urgent need for global efforts to mitigate climate change 
and adapt to its effects.

Q16.	 Discuss the multi-dimensional implications 
of uneven distribution of mineral oil in the 
world. � (250 words) [15] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Economic Impact: Countries with abundant 

oil reserves benefit from significant revenue 
generation through exports, enhancing their 
economic growth and development. 

2.	 Geopolitical Considerations: Regions with 
substantial oil reserves often become strategically 
important, leading to geopolitical rivalries and 
conflicts. 

3.	 Energy Security: Uneven distribution of oil 
resources poses challenges to global energy 
security. Countries heavily reliant on oil imports 
may face vulnerability to supply disruptions, 
price fluctuations and geopolitical risks.
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Answer:
The uneven distribution of mineral oil in the world 
has multi-dimensional implications, impacting various 
aspects of geopolitics, economics, environment and social 
welfare. The following points outline these implications:
1.	 Geopolitics: Countries with abundant oil reserves 

hold significant geopolitical power and influence 
over energy-dependent nations. This can lead to 
tensions, conflicts and power struggles, affecting 
global stability.

2.	 Economic Disparities: Oil-rich nations experience 
economic advantages due to export revenue 
and investments in their economies, while oil-
importing countries face trade deficits and 
economic vulnerability to oil price fluctuations.

3.	 Environmental Impact: Overreliance on oil 
leads to increased greenhouse gas emissions, 
contributing to climate change and environmental 
degradation.

4.	 Energy Security: Uneven distribution heightens 
concerns over energy security as nations strive to 
diversify energy sources to reduce dependence on 
oil-importing countries.

5.	 Technological Advancements: Resource-poor 
countries invest in research and development 
to find alternative energy sources, driving 
technological innovation.

6.	 Socio-economic Development: Countries with 
limited access to oil may face challenges in industrial 
growth, transportation and development, leading 
to disparities in living standards.

7.	 Resource Curse: Rich oil reserves can lead to 
"resource curse," where excessive reliance on oil 
revenues hampers governance, fosters corruption 
and hinders economic diversification.

8.	 Infrastructure Development: Oil-producing 
regions may experience better infrastructure 
development due to revenue inflow, leaving non-
oil regions with comparatively limited growth 
opportunities.

9.	 Energy Price Fluctuations: Variations in oil supply 
can lead to price volatility, impacting global trade 
and consumer welfare.

10.	 International Cooperation: Uneven distribution 
necessitates international cooperation for resource-
sharing and equitable development strategies.

In conclusion, the uneven distribution of mineral oil 
in the world poses complex challenges that require 
sustainable solutions through international collaboration, 
technological advancements and efforts to diversify 
energy sources.

Q17.	 What are the main socio-economic 
implications arising out of the development 
of IT  industries in major cities of India?

(250 words) [15] 

Approach to question:
1.	 Job Creation: The IT industry has created a 

large number of job opportunities, especially

	 for skilled professionals. It has attracted a 
diverse talent pool and provided employment 
to engineers, software developers, data analysts 
and other IT professionals.

2.	 Urbanization and Infrastructure Development: 
The growth of IT industries has led to 
urbanization and the development of 
infrastructure in major cities. 

3.	 Social Transformation: The IT sector has brought 
about social transformation by promoting 
gender equality and inclusivity. 

Answer:
The development of IT industries in major cities of India 
has significant socio-economic implications, which can be 
summarized as follows:
1.	 Employment Opportunities: The growth of IT 

industries creates a large number of employment 
opportunities, attracting a diverse workforce and 
contributing to urbanization.

2.	 Skill Development: The demand for IT 
professionals encourages the development of 
technical skills among the youth, leading to an 
increased emphasis on education and vocational 
training.

3.	 Income Disparities: While IT jobs offer high-
paying opportunities, they also widen income 
disparities, as those without relevant skills may 
face limited employment prospects.

4.	 Urban Infrastructure: The influx of IT companies 
and professionals puts pressure on urban 
infrastructure, leading to issues like traffic 
congestion and housing demands.

5.	 Economic Growth: The IT sector's robust 
performance contributes significantly to India's 
GDP growth, attracting foreign investment and 
enhancing economic stability.

6.	 Gender Imbalance: The IT industry still faces a 
gender imbalance, with fewer women in technical 
roles, highlighting the need for gender-inclusive 
policies and initiatives.

7.	 Brain Drain: The concentration of IT industries 
in major cities attracts talent from rural areas, 
leading to a brain drain effect, impacting local 
development.

8.	 Technological Divide: The development of 
IT industries further widens the digital divide 
between urban and rural areas, exacerbating 
socio-economic disparities.

9.	 Environmental Impact: IT industries consume 
significant energy and produce electronic waste, 
necessitating sustainable practices and green 
initiatives.

10.	 Innovation and Research: The presence of IT hubs 
fosters innovation and research collaborations, 
enhancing India's technological capabilities on the 
global stage.

In conclusion, while the development of IT industries 
brings numerous benefits such as employment and 


